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CHARLOTTE GILMAN IN CALIFORNIA
MARIAN K . TOWNE

Jane Addams said Charlotte Gilman's mind had more "floor space" than any other mind
she knew . Others have called Gilman the only original thinker in the Beecher clan, and the
Marx and Veblen of the women's movement.
But until Stanford historian Carl Degler in 1966 wrote an introductory essay to a new edition of Gilman's Women and Economics, first published in 1898, Charlotte Perkins Stetson
Gilman (1860-1935) and her work were largely forgotten. Since Degler's essay, however,
Gilman's writings on the necessity for women's economic independence and the necessity for
the integration of feminism and socialism have commanded renewed interest and respect .
We will show here that, despite opposition from popular opinion and press, Gilman
found sufficient freedom in California's political and social climate during the last decade of
the nineteenth century to establish her own identity as a creative writer and lecturer. The
economic independence she thereby achieved was crucial to her development as a woman
who could successfully integrate heterosexual domestic love and literary and social work in
the larger world arena.
Born into the prestigious New England Beecher family, she was reared largely by her
mother, the former Mary Westcott, and the extended Beecher clan, especially its female
members. Her father, Frederick Beecher Perkins, deserted the family, presumably because
Mary had borne four children in eight years, in this period before effective birth control, and
her health could tolerate no more pregnancies. In the ensuing eighteen years Charlotte, her
mother and her brother Thomas moved nineteen times, fourteen of them to different cities
in the East.
Unlike Thomas, who was educated at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Charlotte Perkins was not prepared through education to earn a living . With the aid of a
scholarship she studied painting and drawing at the newly-opened Rhode Island School of
Design, despite her mother's argument that a girl should "remain in her mother's sphere
until she entered her husband's." Her father, a librarian, sent a reading list instead of
money . Charlotte helped her mother earn money through the operation of a small day
school and the painting of flower designs and advertising cards. This experience prepared her
to be resourceful in earning money later.

Marion K. Towne is a freelance writer with advanced degrees in English and communication. After a teaching career
at secondary and collegiate levels, she retired to rear a famtly and become a ' 'professional volunteer. ' ' She is currently lecturing in the Department of Speech Communication at Indiana University-Purdue University at Indian·
apolis. During her husband's sabbatical year in California, 1981 ·82, she discovered Gtlman. The present article
evolved from a three-act play, Charlotte Gilman: Militant Madonria and a short essay on Gtlman which won first
prize in a writer's contest in 1982.
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Charlotte's diaries and correspondence reveal that her first real love was for Martha Luther,
when both were adolescents and young women . Whether or not that relationship was sexual
is impossible to tell , but it is clear that the relationship went beyond the intimacy common
between women during the nineteenth century . So special a female bonding took place that
Charlotte felt jilted when Martha married Charles Lane . Charlotte's response to that personal crisis was typical of responses she would make the rest of her life . On the flyleaf of her
new diary for 1882 , she wrote :
My watchword at 21-1882 WORK 1
Once and for all; to Love and personal happinessSo called-NO '

However , twelve days later she met an aspiring artist, Charles Walter Stetson , who seventeen days after that proposed marriage . In a quandary about whether to be ruled by her head
or her heart , she plunged into work-reading , teaching, painting. Five months later, after
Stetson had suffered a keen disappointment in his own work , she agreed to marry him . But
she was still plagued by a lack of accomplishment. She wrote on November 3, 1883 :
Whereas I, Charlotte A . Perkins , am at this time 23 years old and not content , I desire
to know why not' What have I done so far to fulfill my duties as a member of the world? If
I were dead tomorrow what were lost? What do I mean to do and be? Why am I unhappy
now? I have promised to marry Charles Walter Stetson . I love him? Yes . And by love I
mean that I want him more than anyone else on earth? That and more . .. . Now love is
more than wanting.
Love is the infinite desire to benefit , a longing to give . . . .

On May 2, 1884 , they were married . Almost immediately she fell into depression and was
unable to perform ordinary household chores . One week after the marriage , her diary
reveals, she suggested that he pay her for services. Needless to say, he rejected the idea.
Despite her exertion through will power, she was unable to boost her spirits. Her diary entry
for May 24 , 1884 , reads: "Bed . Am disgusted with my self-numb-helpless . Tomorrow
God helping me I will begin anew!' '
She became pregnant , and daughter Katharine was born March 23, 1885 . Motherhood
brought , instead of joy, pain and exhaustion . Mary , Charlotte's mother , came to care for the
baby , but only the writing of an article , " On Advertising for Marriage," for Alpha,
September 1885 , brought Charlotte self respect. In it she argued that men irresponsibly rush
women into marriage .
In the fall of 1885 Grace Channing, the daughter of Dr. William F. Channing, invited
Charlotte to winter with the Channings in Pasadena, California, where the family had
moved for reason of health. The trip west represented for Charlotte a restoration to health
and family . She visited her brother in Odgen, Utah, and her father , now head of the San
Francisco Public Library .
Once in Pasadena , Charlotte felt her health returning . She wrote in her autobiography
many years later , "The vivid beauty of the land , its tumultuous growth of flowers and fruit,
the shining glory of the days and the nights gave me happiness and health . '' She was
astonished by the profusion of callas blooming by the hydrant, and sweet alyssum running
wild in the grass. "Never before had my passion for beauty been satisfied. This place did not
seem like earth ; it was paradise. "
The Channing family circle, in addition to the natural beauty of southern California, contributed to Charlotte's recuperation. Since Charlotte had grown up largely without male in-
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fluence, Dr. Channing became a father-figure to her. He was not only a writer, medical doctor, inventor and social activist; he also believed that women could be achievers. Grace
Channing, as a fledgling novelist and poet, modeled for Charlotte the life of an active
woman who achieved despite illness. Together the two ailing women wrote and produced a
play, recruiting friends as actors .
Near the close of her winter holiday in Pasadena, Charlotte wrote friends in the East that
her health had returned , but she was ambivalent about going home . "Joy to see my darlings
again, and dread of further illness under family cares . ' '
Predictably, she fell back into exhaustion and despair shortly after returning to husband
and child in Providence, Rhode Island. Walter tried to be helpful , but Charlotte only
seemed to resent his help and his freedom to leave family cares behind and go to his studio
each day .
In an attempt to give her life some structure outside of the home , Charlotte became involved in suffrage activities and writing on such topics as dress reform and inequalities in
marriage . "Let girls learn a trade or profession as well as boys, and have an independent life
of their own; then they will not have to spin webs for a living ,'' she wrote in People in 1887.
She quoted her aunt, Harriet Beecher Stowe: "Every woman has rights as a human being
first . . . - and first and foremost , the great right of doing anything which God and nature
evidently have fitted her to excel in . ' '
When Charlotte's melancholia persisted, she consulted the famous Dr. Weir Mitchell, a
Philadelphia neurologist who, incidentally, also treated (or mal-treated) Alice James and
Jane Addams. His prescription was for Charlotte to give up all intellectual effort, "never to
touch pen, brush or pencil'' as long as she lived , and to devote herself solely to husband and
baby . The treatment only sank her deeper into despair, an experience which , in 1890, she
related in her autobiographical short story, " The Yellow Wallpaper."
Alone in her bedroom the heroine of the story begins to fantasize about images in the
wallpaper pattern. Caught behind the bars of the pattern is a woman whom the narrator tries
to free by ripping off strips of wallpaper . She tells her physician husband that she wants to
write a little to relieve the press of ideas. But she is prevented from doing so and ultimately
goes msane.
Charlotte was well enough to know that the doctor's orders were wrong for her. She began
to re-explore her need for independence, a need she had confided in correspondence with
her first love, Martha Luther, as early as 1881. She also developed her own plan for
health- reading , writing, exercising, and meeting with politically active friends.
Realizing that their marriage was at an impasse, Charlotte and Walter agreed to separate .
Grace Channing , who had recently completed editing the freedom-extolling memoirs of her
grandfather, William Ellery Channing, came to Providence to help Charlotte pack to go west
to Pasadena in 1888. Typically , Grace was able to give moral support not only to Charlotte
but to Walter as well.
Once again in Pasadena, the one place where Charlotte had found relief from the
pressures of her en;wtional problems, she plunged into work. Although she and daughter
Katharine could live on twenty-five dollars a month (a peck of grapes cost ten cents), she
herself had to earn it . They lived in a tiny "cardboard" cottage in an overgrown orange
grove, and she began painting the visual beauty around her and selling the pictures. Near
the close of her life she reflected in her autobiography upon the healing effect of a decade in
California: ''Its calm sublimity of contour , richness of color, profusion of flowers , fruit and
foliage, and the steady peace of its climate were meat and drink to me ."
In addition to painting, she taught drawing and did sewing and mending, taking pride in
her ability to design and alter dresses which contributed to women's comfort and ease of
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"Our Kate. " Charlotte and her daughter Katharine , October 1893. Photograph
taken by Charles Walter Stetson .

8

THE PACIFIC H IS TORI AN

Q)

0>

.!'!

0

(.)

~

"a:"'
"0

Charles Walter Stetson (1858-1911), Charlotte Gtfman 's first husband, was a successful artist who began exhibiting in Providence in 1878 and later exhibited in most
ofAmerica 's major cities as well as London and Rome.
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movement. But housework, child care and financial responsibility took their toll again. After
a period of intensive correspondence, Walter joined her and Katharine at Christmas, attempting a reconciliation . Charlotte then took up the study of French and taught literature
and writing. At a Pasadena fair she set up a booth and sold "Poetry While You Wait ,"
showing her facility for rapid, if uninspired, work. Typical of her work in this period are the
last three stanzas of "The Changeless Year; Southern California":
Here the Seasons tread soft and steal slowly ;
A moment of question and doubtIs it Winter? Come Faster!-come wholly!And Spring rusheth out'
We forget there are tempests and changes;
We forget there are days that are drear ;
In a dream of delight , the soul ranges
Through the measureless year.
Still the land is with blossoms enfolden ,
Still the sky burneth blue in its deeps ;
Time noddeth, 'mid poppies all golden,
And memory sleeps .

When Charlotte's acuvmes became more than she could manage successfully, the
Channings invited the Stetsons to "combine and dine" with them. Walter was given a room
for a studio, and Grace began to replace Charlotte as his "spiritual guide," apparently with
Charlotte's encouragement . Walter also recognized the importance of writing for Charlotte's
well-being . He wrote to his mother, "It seems that the more work of this sort Charlotte has
to do, the better she is. She thinks herself well now, and if she thinks so she must be."
After Walter was called East to the bedside of his dying mother in January 1890, the
Stetsons' separation became permanent . Charlotte's work grew to include writing plays for a
playhouse in Pasadena. " Similar Cases," a five-page poem refuting Darwinian conservatism, was published in the Nationalist in April 1890, and was hailed as a literary gem by
critic William Dean Howells and as a "great campaign document" by her uncle, Edward
Everett Hale. During her first year of "freedom" in California she wrote thirty-three short
articles and twenty-three poems, not counting "child-verses."
The 1890s in America were marked by social upheaval. In 1890 approximately seveneighths of American families possessed only one-eighth of the nation's private property.
Charlotte's "Eastern Establishment" roots were under attack by her reform-minded California friends such as Helen Campbell and Harriet Howe, who lambasted conspicuous wealth
and thoughtless waste.
Charlotte had been attracted earlier by the writings of Social Gospel theologians like
W .D .P. Bliss and Washington Gladden , who saw a fundamental contradiction between
Christianity and capitalism. When she had had opportunity to teach Sunday school, she was
never content to teach Bible stories alone. Instead she drew out the social implications of
those stories for her pupils. Now she was prepared , like a "real Beecher," to accept any opportunity to preach her common-sense views.
Inspired by Edward Bellamy's utopian novel, Looking Backward, she began attending Nationalist Club meetings and soon was asked to speak for pay . Her career as a lecturer was
launched. For y~ars she had read attacks on Social Darwinist laissez-faire perspectives . Her
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father and other relatives provided reading lists for her self-education. Now like Bellamy, she
argued that all the people, not just a few rich tycoons, must control the means of
production.
But Charlotte made a synthesis between socialism and feminism that Bellamy had not and
possibly could not. After Grace Channing followed Walter to Rhode Island, with Charlotte's
encouragement, Charlotte's lecturing and writing grew to stress the importance of women
working together:
She walketh veiled and sleeping,
For she knoweth not her power;
She obeyeth but the pleading
Of her heart , and the high leading
Of her soul, unto this hour.
Slow advancing, halting , creeping,
Comes the Woman to the hour!She walketh veiled and sleeping,
For she knoweth not her power.
She spoke in early 1891 in Pasadena at suffrage, Nationalist Club, temperance and social
purity events. She wrote for the Christian Register. She maintained an active correspondence
with both Walter and Grace, sharing her happiness at her own "increasing prospects,"
though they were often exaggerated , and exulting in Walter's new success as a painter. Her
friends included Emily Parkhurst, organizer of the Pacific Coast Women's Press Association
(PCWPA); Caroline Severance, founder.of the women's club movement; Dr. Kellog Lane, a
staunch Nationalist and physician; and Adeline Knapp, who became the dearest friend of
all.
Adeline Knapp, referred to as "Delle" and "Delight" in Charlotte's diaries and as
"Dora" in her autobiography, was a co-worker in the press association. Miss Knapp provided not only a "really passionate love" but also emotional and practical support, including money.
On Marc~ 16, 1891, Charlotte's diary reveals , she was in San Francisco for the PCWPA,
reading a paper on "The Coming Woman ." Three days later she had a reunion with her
father, who met granddaughter Kate for the first time. "No emotion amongst us," she
wrote. After a meeting at the Chabot Home for Working Woman, a Starr King School
reception for her uncle, E.E . Hale, and a reception by Mrs. Mills at Mills College, Charlotte's
life changed dramatically when she was introduced to Knapp, a reporter for the Call. That
day, May 11, was also marked by a favorable reception of Charlotte's "mixed reading," a
varied program of poems and excerpts from articles, on "The Economic Dependence of
Women in its Relation to Immorality." Her writings during this period show her growing
awareness that unrestricted, non-dependent love is a fundamental human right. She lambasted a social system that forced half of the population to get its food and shelter in exchange for sex.
During the month between meeting Knapp and returning to Pasadena to begin divorce
proceedings, Charlotte visited the poet Ina Coolbrith, saw Sarah Bernhardt in Cleopatra,
took Kate for a birthday party to Seal Rocks, called on her father at the Bohemian Club, and
wrote a paper, "Is it Proper in the Evening for Young Ladies to Go Out Together Alone?"
But, by far , the most space in her diary was given to her developing relationship with
Knapp. She felt alternately exultant, weak, miserable and ''wretchedly incapable of any
work. " When Charlotte went to Adeline's Call office, they lunched together and Charlotte
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wrote, "I love her.- - -. .. Feel better-thanks to Miss Knapp." On May 23 Knapp
stayed all night. June 2 was a "wretched night ... made bearable by Miss Knapp's tender
helpfulness. She is a dear woman . . . . Go over to meet Miss Knapp and cross the bay with
her-Dear heart!" OnJune 4 they were "Home on the 10:45 narrow gauge boat-a calm
delicious night, warm, starlit, . .. and we two happy together. She spends the night."
When Charlotte's mother, who had been diagnosed as having cancer, announced that she
was joining Charlotte in California, Adeline and Charlotte agreed to set up housekeeping in
Oakland. Adeline and Charlotte shared one bedroom, and daughter Kate and Charlotte's
mother shared another. Economics dictated taking in boarders.
This period, though fraught with almost unimaginable physical difficulties for the four
females "pooling together," still produced, for Charlotte at least , some of her most creative
and far-reaching work. Being "a Beecher, " she began her untraditional preaching for any
Bay Area denomination that asked her, writing a sermon on "Pain" and a talk on "The
Human Will" while attending her dying mother. An essay called , "The Labor Movement "
won the Alameda County Federation of Trades contest and led to more contracts and speaking opportunities that expanded her influence and income. Her lecture , "A Daughter 's Duty ," written at her mother's bedside, analyzed the problem of a daughter's responsibility to
her parents in feminist-political terms : ' '[She J is also an Individual and a Human Being, and
has duties as an individual to herself, and as a human being to her race, as well as the duty of
a daughter to her mother.''
While Charlotte took sustenance from California's natural beauties and its opportunities
for creative work , she did not calculate that the ''land of swift enthusiasms '' could also have
people and newspapers with a penchant for cruelty . "When it comes to people, never have I
been so disliked and misunderstood as in that state," she wrote near her life's end.
When the divorce proceedings between Walter and Charlotte had been dragging on for
months, the December 19, 1892, San Francisco Examiner gave the divorce full-page
coverage, reporting in part on Walter's charges :
Yesterday morning's dispatches from Providence , Rhode Island , told the story of G.
Walt Stetson's effortS to secure a divorce from Charlotte Perkins Stetson, a writer of
renown , now residing in Oakland. The husband . .. accused his wife of not wearing corsets or even waist belts , . . . of devoting her time to the doctrines of Bellamy , and of
running after fads and fancies in social and dress reform-all to the exclusion o{ sewing
buttons on his shirts and making wifely remarks about his respiration upon his return
from "the lodge. "
He said she followed gymnastics until she became very muscular. G. Walt is not a
muscular man, and somewhat undersized, so his complaint seemed to hint that his wife
was rather the head of the household before she picked up her dress reform duds, her
Bellamy writings and her muscular development and pur off for California, leaving in her
husband 's memory nothing in the nature of connubial bliss more distinct than an impressionist daub ... .

The reporter then quoted from an interview with Charlotte:
There is not the slightest ill-feeling between Mr. Stetson and myself .. .. We are the
best of friends and will remain so ... . Walter never said what he is reported as saying
. . . . All there is to it is I wanted to devote myself to my profession and earn my own
bread and butter, and I could not do it in double harness ... .I shall not contest the suit
.. . . It was brought with my consent and wish.
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Charlotte's response was factual. Her diaries and letters reveal frequent correspondence and
encouragement of one another 's work. She , Grace and Walter had remained on the most
friendly of terms . She was also aware of newspaper 's tendency to sensationalize in order to
sell papers.
Her response is also in keeping with her own best judgment of how to handle public attacks upon one's personal life. As early as 1891, after she had initiated divorce proceedings,
she had written an article , "How to Receive Gossip ." Later, in a letter of March 7, 1899,
written from Goldsboro , North Carolina, where she was lecturing , to her cousin, C.
Houghton Gilman , whom she married after a two-year courtship through correspondence ,
she explained to him the relationship she had once had with Adeline Knapp :

Adeline Knapp has (I suppose she has) letters of mine most fully owning the really passionate love I had for her. I loved her , trusted her, wrote her as freely as I write to you . I
told you that I loved her that way. You ought to know that there is the possibility of such
letters being dragged out some day .... There is more than one person on earth who
could make things very unpleasant for me . . . . My feeling about it has always been to
simply go on and be good ; so good and , if possible, so great that if ever evil statement
were made against me I could quietly ignore them and let them fall . . . .
.. . Fancy the San Francisco papers with a Profound Sensation in Literary Circles!
Revelations of a Peculiar Past . Mrs. Stetson 's Love Affair with a Woman . .. .

On March 12, 1899, she wrote Houghton , reiterating her philosophy of how to respond to
accusations: "I will never answer a word . I will simply live and let my life talk."
By that time she had embarked on an extended nation-wide lecture tour and had received
considerable acclaim for her book, Woman and Economics: A Study of the Economic Relation between Men and Women as a Factor in Social Evqlution, published in 1898 .
So crucial for Charlotte was her success in the public arena-writing, lecturing and
preaching-that she was able to withstand the personal attacks in the press , her mother 's illness, her father 's refusal to visit her dying mother, and the waning relationship with Adeline
Knapp, who left for Hawaii to cover the annexation issue . At the end of January 1893 she
wrote in her diary: ''Have done about fifteen pieces of salable work this month- three lectures , three poems , nine articles . ... Received $40.00 .... " No doubt her analyzing of
her personal problems as they related to women 's status in general and her lecturing objectively about situations which she was encountering personally helped her to cope successfully
with the demands made by everyday life .
The San Francisco papers were attacking her lifestyle, but she certainly was not suffering at
the hands of the Bay Area artistic and literary community . Her lecturing and writing efforts
brought her into contact with the leading ''bohemians'' of the day-Joaquin Miller, Hamlin
Garland, Eugene Hough and Edwin Markham , the latter two helping her to accept her "sex
attraction ,'' a quality she had formerly denied . With them, she began to denounce
plutocracy in the name of democracy, to rebuke New England literary traditions in
preference to the local color realism of Bret Harte and others, and to abhor bourgeois social
mores in favor of freer ways of living. She enjoyed many evening soirees at Miller's estate,
The Heights, in the Oakland Hills . At the same time, she received recognition from her
journalistic colleagues by being elected president of the Pacific Coast Women's Press
Association.
A collection of her poems, In This Our World, was published in 1893. Charlotte called it a
"tool box" to "drive nails with ." It contained Populist-Nationalist campaign poetry,
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paeans of praise to scenic Western beauty, such as "A Nevada Desert" and " The Beds of
Fleur-de-lys;" and sentimental tributes to her life in California, such as "Thanksgiving
Hymn; For California." The poem receiving the most general acclaim, however, was "The
Survival of the Fittest,'' which attacked Social Darwinism . Bellamy told her that the reading
of this poem became a regular feature of Nationalist Club meetings.
In northern zones the ranging bear
Protects himself with fat and hair.
Where snow is deep , and ice is stark ,
And half the year is cold and dark,
He still survives a clime like that
By growing fur , by growing fat.
These traits , 0 Bear, which thou transmittest,
Prove the survival of the fittest!
In modern times the millionaire
Protects himself as did the bear.
Where Poverty and Hunger are,
He counts his bullion by the car.
Where thousands suffer , still he thrives,
And after death his will survives .
The wealth, 0 Croesus , thou transmittest
Proves the survival of the fittest!

The years 1893 and 1894 were traumatic for Charlotte. Her mother died, her divorce was
settled, and her daughter went to live with Walter and his new bride, Grace Channing.
Charlotte was called an ''unnatural mother'' by the California press, a charge she used as a
title for a story of a woman who saves an entire village but is criticized for jeopardizing the
life of her child, thereby being an ' 'unnatural mother. '' But, as Charlotte wrote at the time,
she believed that Grace would make a fine "second mother . .. fully as good as the first,
better in some ways perhaps." In addition, Walter " longed for his child and had a right to
some of her society .. . and the child had a right to know and love her father,'' Charlotte
said. The description in her autobiography of their parting is poignant:
I took her to the uptown station in Oakland , where the Overland trains stopped for
passengers; her grandfather appeared; she climbed gaily aboard. She hurried to the window and looked out, waving to me. She had long shining gold hair. We smiled and waved
and threw kisses to each other . . . .
That was thirty years ago . I have to stop typing and cry as I tell about it. There were
years, years, when I could never see a mother and child together without crying . .. .

Charlotte moved from Oakland to San Francisco to work with Helen Campbell and Paul
Tyner on Impress magazine , official PCWPA journal. She shared with Helen not only a
house on Powell Street but also an interest in home economics (she said survival economics)
and cooperative housekeeping. Later she would develop distinctive theories of professionalized housework, contending women should not reject domestic functions but handle them
more scientifically. For example, her diary in 1891 reveals she rejoiced that her former
housekeeper was able to find more remunerative work in a cannery in northern California
than Charlotte was able to pay her. Charlotte loved canned foods!
During this period Charlotte wrote prolifically-articles, verses, reviews, and a column on
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ethical problems. She assailed the monopolistic policies of the Southern Pacific Railroad. She
charged it with corrupting the legislature , the judiciary, the press, and even the church
''through wealthy patronage .' ' She contended a whole generation of young men had grown
up in California "who had never seen freedom or honesty in public .affairs under the con scienceless tyranny of this powerful Common Carrier. ' '
During this period she also developed friendships with Stanford economist Edward Ross
and Stanford president David Starr Jordan, both with Populist sympathies. Her letters reveal
she was impressed that ''the whole faculty are earnest young fellows.'' She considered the
faculty at the University of California at Berkeley staid traditionalists .
The zenith of Charlotte 's political career in California came at the statewide annual
Women's Congresses in 1894 and 1895 in San Francisco. Under Charlotte's planning more
than two thousand women gathered to hear and discuss social, political and economic issues
of the day . Charlotte herself lectured on "What Socialism Is . "
The response which Charlotte received from her writing on topics such as suffrage, marriage, motherhood , divorce, domestic strain and isolation, economic disability , child labor,
unemployment and wage discrimination contributed to her decision to embark on a larger
writing and lecturing career beyond California , at the invitation of Susan B. Anthony and
Jane Addams, who invited her to stay at Hull House in Chicago . During the next five years
she was to become "Woman at Large," developing original theories which are to this day
considered relevant to the discussion of women and economics . For example , she preached
on the connection between sexual freedom and economic freedom . She saw the inadequacy
of attaining political freedom through the ballot alone and was accused by suffragists of
doing their cause more harm than good because her claims for justice were more radical.
' 'Women whose industrial position is that of house-servant , or who do no work at all , who
are fed, clothed, and given pocket money by men, do not reach freedom and equality by use
of the ballot," she wrote in Women and Economics.
She lectured abroad, representing the Alameda County Federation of Trades at the
Socialist and Labor Congress in London in 1896. She had originally planned to go as a
socialist, but when she read the membership card, she found she disagreed with both the
theory and the method of Marx and his followers . In London she met George Bernard Shaw
and Beatrice and Sidney Webb , and was attracted not only to the views of the Fabians but to
their casual dress as well.
Back in the United States again she criss-crossed the nation, lecturing, writing , and
carrying on a two-year courtship by correspondence with her cousin, Houghton Gilman, a
Wall Street lawyer who was seven years her junior. Her letters, many of which run to twenty
and thirty pages, spell out her belief that the chief obstacle to domestic tranquility for them
would be her economic dependence on him and lack of scientifically-based housekeeping arrangements. She wrote to Houghton from Goldsboro, North Carolina, on March 6, 1899:
You will not get at all what men count on in marriage-the housekeeper. I cannotdare not- undertake it. I have no right to when I think of any call to human service being
denied because at that time I had to cook .. . . Life is the great duty . I do not believe in
martyrdom and renunciation unless women can live and work and still be wives and
mothers . ...
All people belong to me- need me, follow me .. .. I remember dimly groping at this
years since in wrestling over the question with Walter. I told him I was a polygin-that he
met a certain facet or facets- but not others; and that if I tied myself permanently to
those- cutting off the others- ! could not "function" properly .. .. I'm a world critter.
Absolutely no personal relation can cover my life.
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A 1910 newspaper photograph ofGzfman speaking in Union Square, New York.

Their marriage was successful, based upon mutual affection, respect and shared interests.
And it put her back in touch with her Beecher and "Eastern Establishment" roots . Just as
she had been reconciled with her father in California earlier, when she came into her own as
a creative person, she later accepted her "sex attraction" as a woman without feeling demeaned by it.
Charlotte revealed in letters to Houghton that she hoped to retire to California with him,
but it was not to be . Her last trip to California was in 1934, when she was seventy-four. But
she came as a widow to Pasadena to live out her days with her daughter Katharine, a successful artist , wife and mother; and her dear friend, Grace Channing, widow of Charlotte's
ex-husband Walter Stetson.
Her discovery in January 1932 that she had cancer of the breast led her to buy sufficient
chloroform to spare Houghton the pain of watching her die . She wrote in her autobiography
in 1935 :

Human life consists in mutual service . No grief, pain, misfortune or "broken heart" is
excuse for cutting off one's life while any power of service remains . Bur when all
usefulness is over , when one is assured of unavoidable and imminent death, it is the
simplest of human rights to choose a quick and easy death in place of a slow and horrible
one.
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Public opinion is changing on this subject. The time is approaching when we shall consider it abhorrent to our civilization to allow a human being to die in prolonged agony in
which we should mercifully end in any other creature. Believing this open choice to be of
social service in promoting wiser views on this question , I have preferred chloroform to
cancer.
... My life is in Humanity-and that goes on . My contentment is in God-and that
goes on . . . . The one duty is to find one's work and do it.

Her final days were spent reading and writing under a bower of fragrant orange blossoms,
once again in Pasadena, where she had first experienced the return to health following a
deep melancholy in 1886. On August 17, 193 5, when the pain made it impossible for her to
read or write, she took her own life. Her death was as deliberate as her life.

NOTE ON SOURCES:
The major source of information was diaries and letters in the Charlotte Perkins Gilman Collection, The Arthur
and Elizabeth Schlesinger Library on the History of Women in America, Radcliffe College, Cambridge,
Massachusetts. Also important was the Charles Walter Stetson correspondence , Bancroft Library, University of
California, Berkeley.
Original sources included Gilman's The Charlotte Perkins Reader, ed. Ann]. Lane (Pantheon , 1980); Her/and,
intro. by Ann]. Lane (Pantheon , 1979); In This Our World (Small, Maynard , 1898); " The Labor Movement ,"
prize-winning essay read before the Trades and Labor Unions of Alameda County, Sept. 5, 1892, Oakland, CA,
Bancroft Library; The Living of Charlotte Perkins Gilman ; An Autobiography (Harper & Row, 1975); Women and
Economics, ed . Carl Degler (Harper & Row , 1966); The Yellow Wallpaper; afterword by Elaine R. Hedges
(Feminist Press, 1973).
Of secondary sources , the most helpful was Mary A. Hill , Charlotte Perkins Gilman, The Making of a Radical
Feminist, 1860-1896 (Temple U. Press , 1980). Her second volume is now in preparation, as is a biography of
Gilman by Ann]. Lane . Also helpful as a guide to the thought shaping Gilman is The Encyclopedia of Social
Reform, Including Political Economy, etc., ed . by William D.P. Bliss et . a!. (Funk & Wagnalls , 1897).
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SHELDON JACKSON IN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE:
ALASKA NATIVE SCHOOLS AND MISSION CONTRACTS,
1885-1894
STEPHEN W. HAYCOX

In 1885 Dr. Sheldon Jackson, Presbyterian missionary to Alaska and former superintendent of the Rocky Mountain district of the Presbyterian Board of Home Missions, was appointed by the U.S. Secretary of the Interior to be General Agent of Education in Alaska,
serving under the immediate supervision and jurisdiction of the U.S. Commissioner of
Education. Jackson's responsibility was to make provisions for the education of children in
Alaska towns and villages "without regard to race." Under his tutelage, schools were
established in most native villages, and separate schools for white and native children in
Alaska's few ''white'' towns . Jackson remained general agent until 1907, and early education in Alaska clearly carried the stamp of his dynamic personality and educational
philosophy. 1
In its Spring 1982 issue, The Pacific Historian published an excellent article by Richard
Dauenhauer comparing Jackson with the early Russian Orthodox missionary, Fr. Ivan
Veniaminov, Bishop Innocent (canonized in 1977 as St. Innocent). Dauenhauer argued that
Veniaminov, with his emphasis on bilingualism, epitomized a positive, culturally supportive
approach to prosyletizing and education which was characteristic of the Russian Orthodox
mission in Alaska. By contrast, the pursuit of acculturation by Jackson and his fellow Protestants through insistence on the elimination of native languages , and their replacement by
English, was individually and culturally desttuctive, according to Duenhauer, having
cumulative effects which were "disastrous to native self-image and language survival. " 2
Dauenhauer's contribution is an important one. His article draws a clear distinction between the Russian and American missions in Alaska. Though he did not made it explicit, he
relates the Russian Orthodox mission tradition in Alaska to the Roman Catholic tradition in
New France and the Spanish borderlands where "accommodation" to native cultures was
found in one form or another. 3 Unfortunately, however, Dauenhauer failed to develop a sufficient historical context for the two mission leaders he compared, and each consequently appeared isolated from the background and circumstances which explain his actions. With
Jackson, this led to substantial misunderstanding of his activities and motivation.

Stephen Haycox is professor of history in the University of Alaska, Anchorage. His article is a revised version of a
paper orginal!y presented at a history conference in November of 1982.
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Jackson did not work for acculturation of Alaska 's native population in isolation. In many
ways he was an unexceptional representative of the late nineteenth-century Indian reform
movement in the United States , which accepted acculturation as the best solution to the
problems of continuing Indian warfare and the inexorable advance of white settlement. The
reform movement was very closely allied with Christian missionary societies between 1868
and 1887. As a Christian Indian reformer, Jackson implemented policies which were clearly
less sensitive to native cultural diversity than those of Russian Orthodox missionaries. But in
so doing he did no more than the other thousands of federal and private reform activists who
fanned out across the American West in the last half of the nineteenth century. They started
with a clear idea of what constituted civilized life and a firm conviction that American Indians could be brought to that condition in a single generation. In failing to link Jackson
with this reform tradition of which he was a part, Dauenhauer erroneously attributed to him
the origin of policies and programs which Jackson only borrowed, in fact, including the executing of contracts by federal officials with private mission societies for federal support for
mission schools in Alaska.
Ironically, Dauenhauer did not distinguish contributions by Jackson which constitute
significant departures from the reform tradition , departures made in the interest of greater
awareness and acceptance of cultural diversity and integrity. Jackson resisted taking native
youngsters away from their villages for education and acculturation, for instance.

Humanitarian concern for the fate of Native Americans, as well as the practical consideration of continued mineral and agricultural development , demanded an end to Indian wars
in the west following the Civil War. In 1867 Congress authorized a " peace commission " to
investigate Indian conditions and complaints, and "to remove, if possible, the causes of
war. " 4 The commission was composed of ranking generals of the army and important
civilian leaders. Their report found whites mostly responsible for a tragic history of disregarded treaties, savage wars and wanton massacres. 5
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President Grant's response to the commission's report was to develop a completely new
policy intended to pacify the Indians and humanize relations between them and the government. It was called the ' 'peace policy'' and, among other features, relied heavily upon
Christian organizations to teach agriculture and other ''pursuits of civilization,'' and to provide churches and schools which would lead Indians to understand and appreciate ''the comforts and benefits of a Christian civilization, and thus be prepared ultimately to assume the
duties and privileges of citizenship'' among which cleanliness, literacy and independence
were specified . Mission societies were invited to make recommendations for personnel, including their own, to head Indian agencies and superintendencies. Additionally, a Board of
Indian Commissioners was created as an advisory body to assist in development and im plementation of the policy. The first board was appointed in 1869, composed entirely of
prominent Protestant laymen .6
In appreciating the role of Sheldon Jackson and other Christian Indian reformers, it is important to understand both that the adoption of Christian concepts and values was an integral part of their notion of civilization, and that civil and government leaders had no compunction in this regard over the issue of church-state separation and independence .
Evangelical Protestantism was a dominating force in late nineteenth-century American
culture, a force which reached its height between 1880 and 1900. Major public figures considered themselves "Christian gentlemen," and America "a Christian nation . " 7 To
reformers of the era, civilization meant not only the adoption of accepted habits of hygiene
and dress, education for literacy, and the achievement of economic self-sufficiency; it also
meant conversion to Christianity. Moreover, there was considerable rigidity in regard to
these values. Appreciation of the principle of cultural relativism would come some time in
the future. Given these circumstances, as major historians oflndian reform have shown, the
coincidence of a crisis in Indian affairs with the height of public acceptance of the ideal of
evangelical unity in America produced consequences "as significant for the Indian as the
dramatic military encounters with the plains tribes.' ' 8
Sheldon Jackson made his first mission journey to Alaska in 1877. Before becoming interested in Alaska, he had worked as a missionary among Indians in the west for over a
decade, and had participated in the founding of fourteen schools and numerous churches. In
the next eight years, before he was appointed general agent of education in Alaska, he
established Presbyterian mission schools in six Alaska communities, and encouraged other
denominations to found missions and schools as well. Additionally, he lobbied among
religious and political leaders for private and Congressional funds for education in Alaska.9
After his appointment as general agent, Jackson established a number of government
schools- e.g., ten in the 1885 -86 school year- with an annual appropriation for Alaska
educational work provided by Congress through the Bureau of Education . The appropriation
was only $25,000, from which Jackson had to pay teacher salaries (from $540 to $1200 per
year, depending on qualifications and location of school), traveling expenses, costs of equipment and supplies, and construction of new school buildings. The school-age population in
Alaska in 1880 was reported as 11,237 by the U.S. tenth census, and was estimated by
Jackson in the early 1890s at between 8,000 and 10,000 students. Even with an increase in
the appropriation to $40,000 for the years 1886-87 and 1887-88 (it stabilized at $30,000 in
1888-89 and remained there through most of the next decade), only a small number of
government schools could be established and maintained. By the 1889-90 school year there
were thirteen government schools; by 1893-94, fifteen . 10
As is clear from his annual reports to the commissioner of education, Jackson's objectives
for the schools- his educational philosophy- were in most essentials consistent with the
policies and ideas of federal and private Indian reformers of the 1870s and 1880s. In his first
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Public Schoof, Wrangell, Alaska, 1889.

Public Schoof at Unga Island, Alaska, 1894.
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report as a federal official , in 1886, Jackson outlined his activities and goals . In addition to
reading, writing and, where possible, industrial training (carpentry , bootmaking and the
like for boys, sewing and other homemaking skills for girls) , he included a section on ' ' Moral
Training. " 11 "The training of the schools should be extended to the heart as well as the
mind and hand ," he wrote. "The teacher who would be true to his mission and accomplish
the most good, must give prominence to moral as well as intellectual instruction . ''
They [the Indians] need to be taught that both the law of God and the law of the land forbid more than one man and one woman living together as husband and wife , that each
family should have a separate home , however small, that lying, stealing, and impurity of
speech and behavior are alike offenses to God and manY

The inclusion of such straightforward references to "God and man" in Jackson's fi rst official report (and subsequent ones) reflects not only his presumption of the propriety of such
a vtew , but also its acceptance by those to whom the report was presented.
II
Given his history as an Indian reformer and missionary, it is not surprising thatJackson in
his educational objectives differed little from other reformers or from policies and practices
endorsed by the U.S. Indian Office . On the question of means to achieve the objectives,
however, Jackson departed significantly from accepted theory and practice. Federal policy
leaders sought to educate as many Indian children as possible away from their tribes and
villages. Not only did the Indian Office feel education under such circumstances was more
rapid and more thorough, but it also expected that literate Indian youngsters returned to
their villages would be effective agents of acculturation 1 3 An essential aspect of acculturation was instruction exclusively in the English language. Richard Henry Pratt, founder of the
famed Carlisle Indian School, believed the civilizing of American Indians could be achieved
only through breaking up native villages and never permitting Indian students, once removed from their homes, to return.
Jackson opposed this theory . With other analysts, he felt the dependence of the plains Indians resulting from their loss of freedom of movement and access to food supplies impeded
their advance toward civilization. Alaska natives were economically self-sufficient in their
villages, Jackson found , and he was determined to preserve their autonomy. Absence of the
need for annuities was one reason the Bureau of Education , rather than the Office oflndian
Affairs , had jurisdiction over Alaska natives . Their civilization, he argued, could be achieved
through education alone. 14
Jackson's method was, for the most part , to teach Alaska natives in their own villages ,
where they would live and work after the process of civilizing was completed . Other
observers of Jackson's work agreed. Commenting on the advisability of keeping Alaska
natives in Sitka , John G. Brady,Jackson protege and later governor , wrote : "I do not think it
would be wise to send boys and girls away from here . '' 1 5
The significance of this departure from Indian Office policy was recognized some years
later, in 1931 , when the Department of the Interior transferred Alaska native services from
the Bureau of Education to the Bureau (former Office) oflndian Affairs. The commissioner
of Indian affairs made this clear in his assessment of the transfer:
The Alaskan education enterprise has been carried out in the past with a different
philosophy and a different practice [than that of the Indian Office]. In contrast to the Indian Service , with its boarding schools, the office of Education in Alaska . . . confined its
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effort to local community schools and a program of education that took into account in an
amazing way the health and social and economic life of the native group. 16
These remarks were made in the context of failure of the Dawes assimilation policy, and in
recognition that the previous half century of activity by the Indian Office had been culturally
destructive . By contrast, the less disruptive policies of the Bureau of Education, initiated by
Jackson, were seen as far more supportive and accommodating to the natural circumstances
of the natives there .
III
Although numerous publications have discussed Sheldon Jackson's establishment of
schools in Alaska, none has explained the details of the contract schools operated by the
general agent between 1885, whenJackson was appointed a federal official, and 1894 when
contracting was suspended because Congress withdrew its support. There has also been con siderable misunderstanding of the system as it was utilized in Alaska. In his article Professor
Dauenhauer implied that Jackson acted unconstitutionally in using federal money to support mission schools, and others have made the same criticism. This comes from
misunderstanding the close relationship between the evangelical Christian tradition and
federal Indian reform in that period. Education was an essential part of the civilizing program of the Indian reformers . In 1875 the Board of Indian Commissioners had proposed a
universal common school system to be supplied by the federal government for all its Indian
wards. 1 7 However, the Indian population of the states and territories in that year was more
than 300,000. By a conservative estimate the government would have needed to provide
schools for 66,000 children spread over half the area of continental United States . This
represented a financial commitment the government was neither able nor willing to contemplate . But Indian education was nonetheless regarded as necessary!
To try to meet this need, the contract system of funding mission schools was instituted, as
already indicated, the federal government providing financial aid directly to religious groups
that set up schools in Indian areas. 18 Contracting was formally incorporated into federal Indian policy by Commissioner of Indian Affairs Hiram Price, who headed the service from
1881 to 1885, and was continued by his successors. Such aid was welcomed with enthusiasm
by religious groups, who responded by spending more than the government did on
buildings and teachers. To Americans of the nineteenth century, by contrast with those of
the late twentieth century, the employment of missionaries as public school teachers seemed
quite natural. A basic cultural assumption then was that Christianity was one of the
distinguishing characteristics of civilized life. 19
It was in this context that Jackson adapted the contract system to Alaska. In his first year as
general agent, 1885, Jackson established ten government schools, funded entirely with
federal money. Only one was outside southeast Alaska; several were former mission schools
which Jackson and other Presbyterians had established before creation of the general agency
for education. 20 However, with a school population approaching 10,000 students, and a
mere $25,000 initial appropriation, Jackson could make only a slight beginning toward his
goal of establishing schools for all school-age children. Moreover, his responsibility included
providing schools in Alaska's white towns and , because there was yet no organic legislation
to sanction taxation, the towns were under no obligation to contribute toward schools. In the
face of such an enormous task, and already familiar with the contract system from prior experience, Jackson simply imported contracting to Alaska.
From his first year as general agent, Jackson used contracts as incentive and security for
mission societies willing to start schools, but unable to support them through private con -
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Teachers and school chzfdren, Public School No. 2 (native), juneau, Alaska, 1893 .

tributions alone . In 1885-86, in addition to the ten government schools, three of which were
" white" town schools, Jackson also executed two contracts with Presbyterian schools in
southeast Alaska. 21 In 1888-89 there were six , involving five religious denominations; in
1890-94 the number of contracts had been reduced to seven, involving five denominations.
The largest number of contracts in any one year was fifteen, in 1891-92, involving eight
denominations. In the same year Jackson maintained fifteen government schools. There
were as well fifteen schools operated by various mission groups without benefit of any federal
support, including several Russian Orthodox schools antedating the 1867 purchase of
Alaska. 22
Although federal officials had no qualms about utilizing mission schools for public education , nonetheless , overt religious instruction was not permitted . "It is the purpose of the
government to provide non -sectarian instruction in the public schools ," Jackson wrote in his
first report as general agent. 2 3 Under the general heading "Cooperation with Religious
Bodies," he informed federal officials that missions were enjoined to "leave all persons to
the fullest exercise of their religious liberty.'' Nor was competition between mission bodies
permitted. By a natural division of labor in a land too vast for any one denomination to cover
completely, various denominations concentrated their efforts in different regions. Jackson
explained this arrangement in his report, and announced his intention to recognize it in contracts . The fact that none of the mission contracts was in a white town also shows Jackson sensitive to the question of religious bias in public schools. Indian, Aleut and Eskimo parents
and children would likely be less sensitive to the issue than white residents in Juneau and

24

TH E PACI FI C H ISTORIAN

Public School No.2. (native), Sitka, Alaska, 1890.

Sitka. Jackson did not escape criticism on the issue, even so, for several citizens complained
that teachers Jackson hired in government schools tended to mix religious with secular
instruction. 24
Jackson's funding of contract schools was more economical than was the same type of
funding by the Office oflndian Affairs in several states and other territories. Whereas the Indian Office averaged $167 annually for an Indian pupil in a mission school, Jackson paid
between $90 and $150 per annum for each pupil boarded at the Sitka Industrial Training
School, and an average of $30 per annum to various mission societies for each day pupiP~ In
the nine years contracts were used, Jackson paid out $135,404.73. The largest amount to a
single school went to the Sitka boarding schooJ.2 6 The money paid by the government was,
in most instances, far less than that contributed to the same schools by parent mission
organizations. In 1891 -92, for example, contract funds of $28,980 were paid to eight
denominations which themselves expended $68,209.61 on the same schools. Episcopalians
received $2,480 while contributing $1,187.61 of their own funds, but Presbyterians received
$14,800 to match their contribution of $31,724.65. Of $40,000 appropriated for Bureau of
Education activity in Alaska in 1891-92, $28,890, or 60%, was paid in mission contracts, a
typical portion of the annual budget used for contracting. For some of the mission schools,
the federal funding was critical; for others it was merely a token contribution. For the federal
government, contract expenses were nearly two-thirds the total federal expenditure in Alaska
for education. 27 Without contracts, the federal appropriation would have supported far
fewer schools than it did.
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The contract system of funding Indian schools was terminated by Congress in 1892-93 for
a number of reasons. First, the peace policy had ended. It was officially halted by the passing
of the Dawes Severalty Act of 1887. Already by that time, however, the policy had failed.
Perhaps due in part to lack of experience and naivete, the staffing of Indian agencies with
religious men and women did not solve the Indian problem. Second, the Board of Indian
Commissioners lost effectiveness as secretaries of the interior and commissioners of Indian affairs increasingly ignored its advice and sought better qualified personnel for the Indian service. Ironically, at the very time the service was relying heavily upon the contract system for
its schools, it was easing missionaries and religiously minded reformers out of all other activities of the Indian Office. 28
There was also growing anxiety over the constitutionality of the contract system in some
circles. That anxiety did not impress most Congressmen at first, and contract funds were
easily approved. The question would not die, however, and each year the debate over the
legitimacy of contracting grew more serious . 2 9 Finally, in response to the continuing
criticism, an amendment was attached to the 1893 Indian Office appropriation act prohibiting the use of monies for contracts with religious groups.3° It is significant that this action did not end contracting in Alaska immediately. Since Sheldon Jackson's activities there
were supervised by the Commissioner of Education, the Congressional prohibition of contracting did not technically apply in Alaska, and Jackson continued to let contracts for
academic year 1893-94, though in reduced numbers. Congress had signalled its intention,
however, and after that year there would be no more contract system in Alaska either. 31 The
constitutionality of the practice was never tested in the courts, doubtless only because the
system ended before a case was brought. Thus, while the system may have offended the consititutional sensibilities of some, it was not technically unconstitutional.
Reconstruction of the historical context in which he developed his ideas helps demonstrate
that Sheldon Jackson had what he considered the best interests of Alaska natives at heart in
his activities as general agent of education. His belief in the efficacy of acculturation through
education, particularly in English, made him typical of late nineteenth-century Indian
reformers in America, but in his insistence that Indians be schooled in their traditional
villages, he recognized the validity of important aspects of aboriginal culture. The economic
self-sufficiency of Alaska natives, and the need for natives to be able to function in their own
environment after achieving literacy and education, convinced Jackson that removal of
children from their home villages would, for most, be more destructive than helpful. In this
recognition of the legitimacy of the native environment, Jackson was closer to the Orthodox
and Catholic tradition of accommodation than to the reform impulses of many of his contemporaries. Also, Jackson has been misinterpreted by a number of writers who have analyzed his establishment of schools in Alaska, particularly in regard to his adoption in the 1880s
of the contract school system, then used widely by the Indian Office in the states and territories. In utilizing federal funds to support mission schools in Alaska, Jackson did nothing
new or unconstitutional. He merely imported to a new field a practice developed by the
federal government as a part of the Indian peace policy, a practice which reflected the close
relationship in late nineteenth-century America between evangelical Christianity and federal
policy.
While a comparison of Sheldon Jackson with Ivan Veniaminov reveals well the difference
between the Orthodox policy of accommodation and the Protestant reform policy of forced
acculturation, such a comparison can easily lead to a misunderstanding of Jackson's dedication to and contributions toward the preservation and legitimacy of native culture. Sheldon
Jackson as a Presbyterian and federal official in Alaska differed from his contemporaries in
significant ways on behalf of cultural diversity. Whatever his shortcomings, he should not be
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viewed as having abused his office and its funds. Jackson's achievement in Alaska was a major one and should be understood without such a confusion, so as fully to appreciate his role
as father of the American effort in native education in Alaska.
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"ANTI-COOLIE RABIES": THE CHINESE ISSUE IN
CALIFORNIA POUTICS IN THE 1860s
ROBERT]. CHANDLER

During the tumultuous Civil War era in California, workingmen, first in the mines and
then in the cities, gave the anti-Chinese movement force . Republicans worked with some
consistency to grant rights, but Democrats made anti-Chinese agitation a statewide concern.
Bitter comments on crowded, smelly, ramshackle, inflammable Chinatowns filled
newspapers, pamphlets, government reports and public speeches. Many observers saw the
Chinese as only ''a slight improvement on the monkey tribes, barely human in form, but
brutes in all other respects, and with no higher ... moral character . . . than a lot of
dogs." 1 The elements of California's half-million inhabitants were inharmonious, unfortunately. The Chinese were the most difficult to assimilate in a population classified crudely
as 48% native-born, 26% foreign -born, 11% Chinese, 8% Native American, 6% Spanishspeaking and 1% black. 2
"The Chinese question .. . is destined to become a great and troublesome one," observed the prestigious Sacramento Union at the start of 1862 . That it was not considered so
already is startling to us today, in view of the long sweep of anti-Chinese prejudice in
California history. "His industry is about the only virtue assigned him," observed a San
Francisco merchant in 1859, but that trait saved the Chinese. "They act as gleaners after
others," explained the Caltfornia Farmer. Their "cheap labor" would get them "only the
husks of our new enterprises,'' added the Republican Marysville Appeal, ''while we get the
golden corn." Hard work and the ability to learn made Chinese useful to Californians- in
contrast to commonly alleged traits of Native Americans and the Spanish-speaking-and the
Chinese always had friends in spite of seemingly universal discrimination. 3
Labor and legal rights became the battlegrounds . White workers in the mines and cities
found the boundary between "gleaning" and desirable occupations difficult to determine .
Clashes were frequent and prejudice was rampant . Political parties focused their struggles on
civil rights. The cardinal Democratic party principle of white supremacy worked for restriction, and members of the party's northern and southern wings both expressed objections
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forcefully. One legislator opposed civil rights for "any class ... which cannot from
ethnological defects, become our political peers .'' A journalist discovered a major cultural
flaw in an Asiatic bureaucratic imperial society which did not encourage its citizens to participate: A Chinese ''knows nothing of self government and cares less.'' Republicans and
wartime Unionists, though prejudiced, did not make theories of racial inferiority part of
political ideology. They worked first for black rights, and more reluctantly for equality under
the law for the Chinese. 4
Much of the battle occurred in the press. At the start of the 1860s newspapers, apart from
those with special purposes, devoted little space to the question. Only one of the four major
urban dailies-the San Francisco Alta California, Evening Bulletin and Morning Call, and
the Sacramento Union-was the consistent friend of the Chinese. That was the first, which
Frederick MacCrellish, proprietor since 1856, made California's pre-eminent business paper.
It advocated Chinese immigration and legal rights necessary for ''modern commercial progress." In municipal politics, the Alta supported the People's party, rooted from the
Vigilance Committee of 1856, which in state elections made Sao Francisco a Republican
stronghold. 5
The Alta regularly denounced assaults against defenseless Chinese, but the paper with the
largest circulation in the city did not. The Morning Call was an inexpensive workingman's
paper. It allied with the northern or union democracy which accepted the federal supremacy
of Republicans and the racial theories of southern Democrats, and locally opposed the
People's party. Mark Twain, as reporter, described a Chinese being stoned. The story never
appeared. An owner explained: The Call "gathered its livelihood from the poor and must
respect their prejudices or perish. The Irish were the poor . .. and they hated the
Chinaman ." The Evening Bulletin, close to city politics, took a middle ground. It long
urged "the impolicy of encouraging the immigration of Chinese," while insisting upon
''their humane and just treatment after they were here.'' However, their ''inferiority must
remain perpetual.' '6
The Sacramento Union, the one paper circulated extensively throughout the state, had
ties to the northern democracy, and it saw little good in the Chinese. They were an
"evil-socially, morally, and financially," and "a curse to any Christianized and civilized
State." Its arguments, too, became common . In the interior of California, lack of reliable
funding drove owners and editors of dailies and weeklies to close alliance with political parties. In return for patronage, they respected local interests . 7
Anti-Chinese agitation and explusioo from the mines had begun in 1852, encouraged by
Governor John Bigler, a northern Democrat. The Chinese, numbering 25,000, comprised
one-tenth of California's population and the largest body of uonaturalized foreigners.
Though the legislature received many bills concerning Chinese in the next decade, few
passed. One such unsuccessful 1854 measure would have extended to Chinese the prohibition against blacks and Indians from testifying against whites in any civil or criminal case.
The state supreme court thereupon broadened the exclusion later in the year. Those who
ridicule the peculiar anthropology the court used to make Chinese into ''Indians'' often
overlook its purpose: To make policy after legislative failure. The jurists proclaimed that the
intent of the law was to "exclude every one who is not of white blood." As an aside, they
denied Chinese citizenship. 8
Shasta County took the lead in exclusion. In particular, its Democratic legislators were active during the 1855 and 1858 sessions, which passed laws forbidding the Chinese "to enter
this State .'' The courts recognized exclusive federal control over immigration and quickly
struck them down, but in 1859 Shasta again displayed mining-country extremes. While an
assemblyman introduced a bill declaring_that no Chinese should "take gold from the gold
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mines of this State,'' a miners' convention resolved on February 5 to expel all Chinese before
March 1. The sheriff arrested several miners who began the work early, raised armed posses
to disperse others, and secured more than a hundred rifles from the governor to keep order.
After the local court acquitted the arrested miners March 5, 1859, the Sacramento Union
printed its conclusion : that miners could quietly evict Chinese.9
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Governor john Weller sends arms to authorities to quell an anti-Chinese riot in
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The abzlity of Chinese miners to glean gold from allegedly spent claims angered
many white miners. Anti-Chinese resolutions such as one posted in Mariposa in
1856 threatened thirty-nine lashes to any Chinaman who had not left within ten
days. Violent words led to and seemingly justified violent action such as the razlroad
station scene depicted here.

Some Californians did not forget Chinese rights. During the 1857 session, Democratic
Senator William] . Shaw of San Francisco declared that white men frequently took advantage
of the bar against black and Chinese testimony ''to perpetuate the grossest wrongs.'' He
formulated a bill which would allow limited relief. While all could testify, no non-whites
could make statements which would be regarded as conclusive proof, without either circumstantial evidence or white testimony. Legislators debated the right of black men and
women to testify, and a few championed Chinese . 10
Californians held both to be industrious, but many battling for black rights favored withholding from Chinese the same privileges . They feared that these fifty thousand nonChristian, unassimilated people would abuse American legal tradition. One country editor
drew upon his observations to state forcefully the argument that "clever lying and artful
deception'' characterized Oriental immigrants :
Being heathens they do not recognize honesty, truth, and fair dealing as virtues . They
totally disregard the solemnity of any form of oath- unhesitatingly go into court , and
perpetrate the most flagrant perjury, and that too, over their most sacred, and solemn
ritual.

The Five Chinese Companies ably answered : ''We protest against the charge that all Chinese
are liars ." They explained, "Many thousand years ago, books were written by wise men inculcating principles of morality and equity .'' These teachings formed the basis of education
and ''all Chinese well know the difference between right and wrong. '' 11
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Shaw's bill went down to defeat , with only nine of thirty-five senators in favor. Yet in
this, the first session to contain Republicans , all three favored the bill , as well as six of nineteen Democrats . An El Dorado County Democrat introduced the bill into the assembly ,
where it met the same fate. Here, twenty-nine of eighty members favored it : ten of eleven
Republicans (with one not voting); four of nine Know-Nothings ; and fifteen of sixty
Democrats. The Republican vote was a promise for the future . 12
San Franciscans attempted legal action in 1859 to remove the bar, but the supreme court
merely reaffirmed its 1854 decision. The next year, George Smith, Bishop of Hong Kong ,
appealed to United States Circuit Judge Hall McAllister ''in the name of our common Christianity" for Californians to repeal this " obnoxious Act, " but the plea received little
response . 13
A shift in the source of anti-Chinese agitation began before the next legislative challenge.
The sectional crisis tore apart the Democratic majority, where anti-Chinese sentiment was
the strongest. War banished southern sympathizers from the legislature , while the death of

With long queues hanging down their backs and a distinctive style of dress, the
Chinese were an easy object of ndicule. Demeaning compansons of the Chinese to
van·ous animals were not uncommon and gave the Chinese a sub-human image in
the minds ofmany people.
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Senator David Broderick in 1859left Union Democrats temporarily leaderless. Meantime the
depletion of California's placers and mining booms elsewhere drew off California's white
population. The Sacramento Bee observed in 1863, "gold mining in our rivers ... is en tirely monopolized by the Chinese . " Continued declining gold and high taxing of foreign
miners, however, pulled the Chinese to the cities . 14
German cigar makers led urban protest against Chinese labor. On September 12, 1859,
their association expelled a member for teaching a Chinese the trade and resolved to "confine the Cooly class within limits.'' Cigarmaker John W. Shaeffer was most active in forming
the People's Protective Union (PPU) in November, which boastedJamesJ. Ayers, an owner
of the Call, as president. In December the PPU entered politics in backing a candidate in a
special legislative election . 1 s
The presidential election year brought greater effort . Ten thousand workingmen
presented a 240-foot petition to the legislature in January 1860 requesting (unsuccessfully)
''a Constitutional law'' to ''expel those coolies who now exist in our midst and prevent those
now in Asia from seeking our shores." Union Democrats tabled an anti-coolie resolution at
their September state convention, but in San Francisco anti-Chinese transparencies appeared
in their processions and the phrase "Anti-Coolie" adorned their presidential ballots. The
PPU endorsed a Workingman's Anti-Coolie legislative ticket, composed mostly of
Republican and Union Democratic candidates, and thereby revealed its own political inclinations. 16
These efforts of 1860 were good training for 1861. The PPU, reorganized into the AntiCoolie Association in June 1861, questioned all city legislative candidates prior to the
September election. Shaeffer, chairman of the executive committee, issued a long public ad dress in November, detailing this ''curse to our State.'' Conceding federal supremacy in immigration, he told the legislature: "We have the power to pass such laws as will tend to
make their residence here undesirable to them." The San Francisco Herald, official Union
Democratic spokesman, endorsed it. One statement stands out : "The Cooley question
should be made a public issue in the State." The Herald's comment suggested that it was
not. 17
Mining county-backed measures to curtail immigration peaked during the 1862 session.
Republican Governor Leland Stanford called for "repression of the immigration of Asiatic
races" in his inaugural address, January 10, 1862. Republican Assemblyman William
Loewy, editor of the German Abend Post in San Francisco, responded with a resolution and
joint memorial to Congress seeking federal aid to prevent ''an overwhelming immigration of
Mongolians" from a "semi-civilized empire, which counts its slaves by hundreds of
millions." The memorial, which Union Democrat Thomas Campbell of Calaveras County
co-sponsored, cleared the assembly with forty-seven favoring it and eleven against, but died
in the senate. The vote revealed strong Union Democratic and mining county support with
considerable Republican aid. Those for it were twenty-two Union Democrats, twenty
Republicans and five Democrats; those against were nine Republicans and one each from the
two Democrat parties. From mining counties, twenty-two favored the memorial and none
opposed, while eight from San Francisco and Sacramento wanted it and six did not . 18
The same alliance passed the $2 .50 monthly police tax contained in "an Act to protect
Free White Labor against competition with Chinese Coolie Labor, and to discourage the Immigration of the Chinese into the State of California. '' The few speaking in opposition were
mostly urban Republicans, accused of promoting the ''elevation of inferior races . '' In both
houses, sixty-three supported and thirty-four opposed the measure . By party, thirty-three
Union Democrats favored it, and six did not; twenty-seven to nineteen Republicans; and
three to nine Democrats . San Francisco and Sacramento gave eight for the measure and ten
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against, while mining representatives were solidly in favor , thirty-nine to one. 19
Much opposition came from agricultural counties. Farmers developing California crops
needed workers and the Chinese received praise. Not only were they cheaper , declared one
newspaper correspondent , but they were reliable. White men kept on the move and retorted
to attempts at management: ''I don't like to be niggered.'' The supreme court shortly struck
down the police tax, and the issue of Chinese labor slumbered for the remainder of the Civil
War.2o
The 1862 session also witnessed the first legislative attempt since 1858 to give blacks and
Chinese the privilege of court testimony against whites . Emphasis was on black rights , but
bills introduced by Republican Senator Robert F. Perkins of San Francisco induded the
Chinese. When his measure died the assembly discussed other Republican bills benefitting
only blacks. The Alta angrily condemned Republicans who were "greatly exercised on the
condition of the negro,'' who were now' 'sacrificing all political integrity in their opposition
to the Chinese. " During debate, four Republicans and two Union Democrats supported the
Chinese, in spite of the usual charges they were seeking "the elevation of an inferior race."
The image of culturally strange "Heathen Chinee" remained central. Legislators praised
blacks for being Americanized and attacked Chinese for maintaining ' 'different language,
religion and customs . '' One Union Democrat summed up an alleged feeling : ' 'The Chinaman believed in a bamboo god .' ' 2 1 Another noted perceptively: '' If negros were admitted
this session, it would be a long time before a law could be passed specially for Chinamen.''
The black rights laws did pass the Republican assembly, only to die in the senate. The
Stockton Independent mourned , "Nothing can be more unjust" to the Chinese , " than to
leave them ... at the mercy of white thieves , robbers , murderers , and brutes , and without
any lawful remedy ." Senator Perkins tried again in 1863. 22
A similar debate stressed the "wide difference " between blacks and Chinese. Union
Democrat William Higby , a miner, soon elected to Congress, declared he ' ' never would give
his consent to allow this raft of locusts from Asia to come here and testify," while
Republican James H. Warwick of Sacramento commented that Chinese paganism made it
''impracticable to effectively cross-examine a Chinaman to catch the truth. ' ' A worn-out
Perkins announced that he would be satisfied with only black testimony , but complained
that the legislature ''had taken into consideration the state of public sentiment rather than
the long-established legal principles involved . '' John Shaeffer remembered, and opposed
Perkins' chances for Congress at the state convention later that year. Blacks received rights ,
but for the first time the law specifically declared that '' Mongolians'' and '' Chinese '' should
not be witnesses. 2 3
The war hid urban tension . Assemblyman Loewy warned in 1862 , referring to Chinese ,
that "a bitter hostility against them is a marked and growing feeling among the laboring
classes of our cities ." Workingmen grew fearful when skillful Chinese appeared , able to perform any kind of work . They "come consigned , like goods ," remarked the Alta in 1861 , " to
this or that Chinese house ," to be hired out. "The contractor or manufacturer who wants
ten, .. . or teo thousand ," observed a visitor, " orders them through a San Francisco firm
exactly as he would order an invoice of cotton .'' Capitalist Louis McLane told a manufacturing enterprise , "Stop paying American workmen three dollars a day, and substitute
Chinamen at a dollar and a quarter , and then you will make money.' ' 24
The Chinese had made inroads in the cigar business since 1859 and threatened other in dustries . When Loewy spoke only two hundred made cigars, in 1865 one thousand did , and
a year later eighteen hundred were thus employed . They now controlled ninety percent of
the trade. When the city 's second woolen factory , the Mission Woolen Mill , began operation
in December 1860, it employed Chinese . Soon the largest enterprise of its sort, it became a
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In 1859 the Peoples' Protective Union called for a boycott ofcigars manufactured by
companies employing Chinese. By the time of the 1870s depression, the Chinese
were convenient scapegoats for Calzfornia 's economic problems.
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showplace both for its Chinese work force of several hundred and its fine quality products .
By 1862 the local rope walk also used Chinese, and in August 1863 a contractor working
south of Market Street employed them to grade streets . From surrounding projects came 150
Irishmen , armed with picks and shovels and bearing an American flag. They drove the
Chinese off and threatened the Pacific Cordage Company and the Mission Woolen Mill. In
Santa Cruz County a year later, the San Francisco owners of the California Powder Works
discharged white workers to gain cheap Chinese labor. Soldiers stood guard to prevent
violence . 2 5
At the same time , Chinese patriotism brought Union friends . A merchant offered to raise
a company of troops in June 1861 ; Lung Yu & Company gave to the Soldiers Relief Fund
during the first week collections began in September 1862 ; and Chy Lung & Company and
other firms regularly celebrated Union victories through 1864 . On April 15 , 1865, Chinese
''were among the very first to decorate their homes with the symbols of mourning'' follow ing the asassination of President Abraham Lincoln , recorded a San Franciscan . " Not one of
their houses, even in the most obscure alleys was without its badges of grief. ' ' 26
In response , the Stockton Independent asked for " justice" in February 1865. It protested
that only prejudice against the ''tawny skins'' and ''almond eye ' ' of the Chinese supported
the "odious and barbarous" testimony ban. However, other Unionists were among the first
to attack. In June, while Sacramento's Central Pacific Railroad employed Chinese , the
workingmen 's Sacramento Bee joined the Call's crusade . It demanded "in the name of progress and humanity" for Californians to "expunge . . . this damning blot of Mongolian
slavery that is a corroding plague sore in our midst. " On August 9, 1865 , Frank Pixley, an
old San Francisco Republican with an insatiable yearning for office, condemned Chinese
labor in a ploy to rally Democratic support in his bid for a seat in the United States Senate 27
That winter, Unionists in the California senate summarily rejected a testimony bill. In
early 1866, the Alta spoke like a Democratic journal in opposition to Radical Republican
theories which it felt made the constitution an "obsolete document . " As a scare tactic
(though it agreed with the change), it charged that the new Civil Rights Act granted Chinese
testimony . However, the Bulletin 's argument prevailed . Where the law said "inhabitants"
it meant "citizens . " 28
The Alta 's concern showed the importance of Radical Republican Reconstruction policies ,
which intertwined with the workingman's movement to make Chinese presence a statewide
issue . Democrats , seeking to escape the taint of disloyalty during the war, used the white
supremacy principles of their party to find a new theme . Zachariah Montgomery, a presidential elector in 1860, assemblyman in 1861, and the most consistent Confederate sympathizer
in California during the war, found his San Francisco newspaper mobbed for its Southern
views in April1865. When he revived the Irish and Catholic Occidental in April1866 he had
a new goal. He would combat the ''fearful influx of Asiatic serfs. ' ' 29
Workingmen sought strength through unionism to obtain better wages , conditions, and a
shorter working day. The Irish, who provided the largest number of unskilled laborers com peting with Chinese, were especially angry . According to the 1870 census , San Francisco 's
Chinese had quadrupled to twelve thousand since 1860 and the city now contained onequarter of the state total. Of these, eighty-eight percent were men over twenty. In the city
they formed one in twelve adult males in 1860, and one in six by 1870. Shoe and clothing
makers discharged women to employ Chinese, while Orientals gained a foothold in tin and
woodenware fabrication , and attempted to break into the priming trade. InJanuary 1867 a
new workingman's journal, the Industrial Magazine , announced : " In Republican America
the efforts of Capital are bent on the production of cheap labor." Therefore, "tens of
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thousands of a lower race . .. are introduced into the fields of white labor." As if in
response, the crisis came the next month .3o
Six weeks after California inaugurated a direct line of mail steamers to China on January 1,
1867 , riots occurred in San Francisco which resulted in the formation of ami-coolie associ ations . A street co ntractor employed thirty Chinese near the site of the 1863 riot. Four hundred workers, mostly Irish, attacked the Chinese on February 12, 1867 , driving them away
and injuring twelve men, one of whom later died. The mob burned the Chinese boarding
house at the grading site, one at the Pacific Cordage factory, and again threatened the Mission Woolen Mills . The courts convicted ten of the rioters , and the Chinese returned to work
a week later under police guard. Out of the incident , Irish workingmen and Democratic supporters formed the Ami -Coolie Association February 20, 1867. The executive committee
met in director Zach Montgomery's law office the next day to plan.3 1
The Ami-Coolieites cooperated with the Eight Hour men, led by General A.M. Winn , a
carpenter from Vicksburg , Mississippi. On March 6, representatives from rwemy-two trades
met to blacklist businesses employing Chinese workers and to organize district Ami-Coolie
associations. Montgomery, Irish nationalist Thomas Mooney and UnionistJamesJ. Ayers ad dressed the meeting , while the city's Democratic dailies , (Examiner, Call, and Ayers' Dispatch) supported the movement. Although Unionists such as Ayers , Michael Fennell, an
Ami-Coolie Association director, and Dr. Isaac Rowell, a former supervisor and now city
Health Officer-all old Union Democrats-worked in the workingmen's ami -Chinese cause,
another old Union Democrat provided its Democratic inclination. George C. Gorham, the
leading contender for the Union gubernatorial nomination, wrote to the president of the
Pacific Anti-Coolie Association in April 1867, ''I am .. . opposed to your movement.'' The
Democratic party reinforced the alliance in June with an ami -Chinese resolution in its platformY
Workingmen helped Gorham carry the San Francisco primaries, giving him the Union
Party nomination , but he reaffirmed his belief in Chinese immigration at a political rally
July 10. The next day , the workingmen gave their support to the democracy, and the Examiner delighted in referring to its foe as ''G . Coolie G.'' The Democrats had picked a winning issue . The wartime Union party, a fusion of Republicans and Union Democrats, began
to break up . Many Democrats would not support Reconstruction programs granting rights to
blacks and possibly Chinese, while many Republicans would not support a candidate
associated with corruption. The issue, said the Examiner, was "negro and Chinese
suffrage." Democrats , however , focused on the sixty thousand Chinese rather than the five
thousand blacks . A Union transparency which put words into the mouth of Montgomery
summed up the new alignment: "I've lost the nigger- but I've found the Chinaman ." The
Democratic party chose wartime moderate Henry H. Haight, the chairman of the
Republican party in 1860 who had left that party over the race issue, to carry the standard.33
The two governors personified their party's stands. Outgoing Governor Frederick F. Low
became minister to China, while incoming Governor Haight denounced the Chinese. Low
agreed with his attorney general that black testimony was successful and asked for the same
rights for others: "Black does not exclude-why should yellow or copper color?" Unionists
attempted twice to allow Chinese to testify in criminal cases where they were victims .
Democrats , ''so bitterly afflicted with the ami-coolie rabies, '' commented the Alta , used all
the arguments they had used against black testimony. Passage would be "establishing that
doctrine of equality which all good Democrats so much abhorred,'' declared one assemblyman , as well as "authorizing the additional step of conceding the right of suffrage to the
Chinese ,'' added the official state paper. 34

38

THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN

The first bill passed the Union senate in February 1868, twenty-eight to six, but died in
the Democratic assembly, twenty-eight to thirty-six. Party voting decided its fate, as twentytwo Unionists and six Democrats were for it, and thirty-five Democrats and one miningcounty Unionist against it. Former mining solidarity vanished. Now fourteen mining
assemblymen voted for limited Chinese testimony, and only eleven opposed. The press reflected political alignment, and the Sacramento Union mourned defeat as ''an outrage upon
justice and common sense.'' 35
National Republican policies became liabilities for Republicans running in the legislative
elections in 1869. In 1868 the Republican administration signed the Burlingame Treaty with
China, giving it most-favored-nation status and unrestricted immigration . The Fourteenth
Amendment, guaranteeing "equal protection of the laws , " became law in July . Many felt it
would give Chinese the right to testify , but this point required judicial review. In December
1868 the Democratic police judge of San Francisco, at the urging of attorney Montgomery,
in essence ruled against that belief. Where the amendment said "any person" it meant, he
ruled, "any citizen," and Chinese were not citizens. Republicans did not accept this ruling.
Their platform adopted in July 1869 declared that the Chinese were "entitled to full protection for their lives, liberty and property," and should be encouraged to immigrate. Exclusion from California would be "most injurious to the material interests of this coast." 36
Increased immigration, however, coincided with economic decline . The completed transcontinental railroad released ten thousand Chinese and brought a flood of cheap eastern
goods and workers to a glutted California market. The 1869 Republican platform supported
the Fifteenth Amendment granting black suffrage, but Democrats charged it allowed the
Chinese to vote . Only the naturalization laws and the general conclusion that sojourning
Chinese did not wish citizenship prevented fifty thousand adult males from deciding
California politics. Republicans denied they wished change , but the naturalization law was
under attack . In April 1867 artist Ah Chung forced United States District Judge Ogden
Hoffman to review the question when he applied for citizenship . In February 1869
Republican Senator Charles Sumner of MassachusettS saw the Judiciary Committee's rejec tion of his bill to strike out the world "white" as only a temporary setback , and prepared for
another assault on the naturalization law.3 7
Widespread feeling against the Chinese intensified now, as the collapse of mining and the
growth of agriculture and industry prompted their scattering thoughout the state in pursuit
of jobs , and made them the concern of more than just the urban workingman. Republicans
became "indifferent" to the constitutional amendment, recorded the Republican Alta, and
voters on September 1, 1869, exhibited much "hostility" towards it and Republican
policies . A legislature eighty percent Democratic , the first with such a political complexion
since 1860, met that winter. Governor Haight charged the amendment would permit
"Chinese and Indian suffrage" and the legislature refused to ratify it.3 8
Blocked in the legislature, supporters of Chinese testimony turned to the courtS, while San
Francisco's Chinese Protective Society aided Chinese and prosecuted their tormentors. In October 1869 a Republican district court judge in the city ruled that a Chinese could defend
himself in a civil case. On December 8 , 1869 , the Democratic police judge reversed his
previous year's decision and allowed Hing Kee to testify that James Brady robbed him. The
county judge agreed, but the case went to the supreme court . Governor Haight, over firm
Democratic protest that same month, came out "strongly in favor of the removal of all barriers to the testimony of any class or race .' '39
Still, this support did not bring victory . On the day of the judicial election , October 20 ,
1869, the Alta proclaimed that "Civilization" demanded that voters elect Republican
supreme court justices. Democrats constantly denied "the equality of the Chinese before the
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law." Voters chose Democrats, and in January 1871 the supreme court granted James
Brady's appeal and barred Chinese testimony. In December, Republican Governor Newton
Booth appealed for "full, perfect protection" for all. The three code commissioners, two
Democrats and one Republican , proved more enlightened than either Democratic court or
legislature. Using Federal Constitutional amendments and the Civil Rights Act of 1870, they
supported Governor Booth . However, a stubborn supreme court refused to lift the ban until
the law codes went into effectJanuary 1, 1873. Chinese at last had legal redress! Republicans
scored another gain for humanity in January 1871 when the United States Circuit Court used
Reconstruction measures to void the hated foreign miners tax , which had been applied exclusively to the Chinese for a decade 4 0
In October 1869 the Alta warned, " No national political party can be organized to demand . . . [Chinese J exclusion. The Democrats of California will find that they stand
alone. '' The Alta was wrong. The overwhelming Democratic victory and economic depression brought restrictive laws and Republican change. Their 1871 platform found cheap
Chinese labor '' a serious and continuing injury to the best interest of the State. ' ' 41
Although both parties officially agreed on exclusion, the Chinese always had friends . No
other minority group had such a volume of articles, pamphlets and books published in its
favor. Californians , including Mark Twain and JohnS . Hittell, the commercial editor of the
Alta , praised the Chinese through narratives , works sent abroad to bring settlers, and the
popular Overland Monthly. Six educated travelers, visiting California between 1865 and
1870 , saw the benefits of Chinese labor and denounced the treatment they received. One
even advocated suffrage, while another expected the next generation to become assimilated.
A third, former Secretary of State William H. Seward, looked with particular contempt upon
the new Republican policy in 1870 . The stream of literature continued into the decades
beyond. 4 2
The position of the Chinese in California society changed in the 1860s. Concern over their
presence spread from miners in limited areas to workers in the cities, thence to all classes
statewide . Political ideology played an important part: Democrats trumpeted racial denun ciations to recover from wartime eclipse , while Republicans coupled a belief in legal equality
with Civil War reformism to promote minimal rights under the law. The statewide organization of foes of the Chinese prompted a similar grouping of friends. No restrictive measure
went unchallenged after 1870, and the acceptance of Chinese today is vastly different from
that of 12 5 years ago.
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IRELAND OF THE WEST: THE DEVELOPMENT OF
IRISH REPUBLICANISM IN CALIFORNIA, 1900-1916
TIMOTHY J. SARBAUGH

Father Peter Yorke, one of California's leading Irish republicans, once maintained that
the Irish of California and Ireland were so closely knit together that, ''whatever movements
are in Ireland, are felt over here at once." The emergence of Irish-American republican nationalism in California during the years 1900-1916 demonstrated the validity of Yorke's insight . As in Ireland, the Irish of California formed and fostered -the Gaelic League by the
early 1900s. This romantic cultural expression oflrish republican nationalism was dominant
until a transformation occurred between 1914-1916 due to developments in Ireland . The
Bachelor's Walk incident (see below), as well as postponement of implementation of the
Home Rule Bill by the English Parliament at the beginning of World War I, provided impetus for the rise of militant, revolutionary Irish republicanism and the first use of political
protest among the Irish of California. The 1916 Easter Uprising solidified this militant
republicanism with its new tactic of political protest by encouraging in California the
establishing of the Friends of Irish Freedom.
Irish republican nationalism in California had germinated in a very hostile environment
during the last decade of the nineteenth century . Irish-Americans of California encountered
discrimination because of their Catholic and Irish ancestry. The American Protective Association led the major attack by openly advocating discrimination against Irish-Americans in all
spheres of life: political, occupational and educational. To defend themselves against this,
Irish-Americans formed additional branches of the Ancient Order of Hibernians and established the Knights of Columbus . In terms of Irish republicanism, however, the most important organization formed at this time was the Gaelic League, which embodied their romantic
search for their cultural roots.
Disappointed with the demise of home rule, which was rendered politically ineffectual by
the scandal of Charles Stewart Parnell and Kitty 0' Shea in 1890, the Irish people of Ireland
turned backward to an idealized version of their cultural past. Douglas Hyde, Father Eugene
O'Growney and John MacNeill led and guided this new cultural movement by establishing
the Gaelic League in 1893. They wanted the league to instill a strong sense of nationalism
within the Irish people by teaching them about their own history, folklore and language,

Timothy Sarbaugh, a professor in the department ofhistory, Loyola University of Chicago, wrote his doctoral thesis
at San j ose State University on Culture , Militancy , and De Valera: Irish-American Republican Nationalism in
California, 1900-1936.
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following centuries of cultural suppression by England. Patrick Pearse, later executed for participating in the 1916 Easter Uprising, maintained that the founding of the Gaelic League
was ''when the revolution really began.''
The foundation of this Irish revolution appeared in California by 1900 when a Gaelic
League was established with main branches in San Francisco and Los Angeles. Father Peter
Yorke of San Francisco and Joseph Scott of Los Angeles were the leaders, both of whom had
immigrated to California, one from Ireland and the other from England.
Joseph Scott was born in Penrith, England, onJuly 16, 1867, to an Irish-Catholic mother
and a Scottish-Presbyterian father. During his youth Scott studied at Ushaw College in
Durham and at London University, but withdrew from the latter in 1889 to emigrate to the
United States. Extremely close to his mother thoughout his life, Scott was reared under the
strong influence of Irish-Catholic traditions, which were transfixed in his personality.
Through his activities he continually asserted his Irishness and by attending mass daily he
sustained his religion. According to his mother, Scott predicated his decison to come to
America upon his Irish and Catholic makeup. He himself later declared, ''I came to America
because there was no room for a man of my blood and faith in England in those days .... ''
In the United States Scott worked for the Boston Pziot, acquired menial jobs as a laborer,
and then obtained a teaching position at St . Bonaventure College in New York. He resigned
and moved to Los Angeles three years later due to importuning by a friend who raved about
the splendid opportunities there for a young ambitious man.
Scott studied law under Judge James Anderson in Los Angeles and soon passed the bar examination. He used the courtroom to fight the prejudice of the American Protective Association . In the 1920s he was to fight similar battles against California's Ku Klux Klan. All the
while he proffered Irish republicanism and remained extremely active in community affairs.
In 1910 he was nominated for the United States Senate. The citizens of Los Angeles
euphemistically called Scott ''Mr . Los Angeles.'' Among Catholics, he became known as the
''Father of the Knights of Columbus'' because of his important part in that group's found ing and for his role as the organization's first state deputy .

joseph Scott of Los Angeles was
distinguished for having served as presi- .c
dent not only of the Board ofEducation 1"
but also ofthe Chamber of Commerce . ~~
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The Reverend Peter Christopher Yorke
appears here from a souvenir program
of Holy Cross Church, formerly Old
Saint Patrick and Saint john 's, printed
by the Brunt Press, San Francisco.

Scott's northern California counterpart was Peter Christopher Yorke , born in 1864 in
Galway, Ireland, the center of the Gaelic revival. During his youth he studied for the priesthood and graduated from St. Patrick's College, Maynooth. He completed his education in
the United States at St. Mary's Seminary, Baltimore, where he was ordained in 1887 by Cardinal James Gibbons . The church then assigned him to San Francisco . Father Yorke immediately took up the cause of Irish-Americans and Catholics there, also fighting the American
Protective Association and the Ku Klux Klan. Organized labor's fight also became part of his
crusade . While Scott chose the courtroom in which to practice his forensics, Yorke used the
pulpit to practice his oratory, enjoying a captive audience every Sunday.
Yorke was the main spokesman of Irish republicanism in California until his death in
192 5. He justly deserved the accolade, ''the platform and mouthpiece of California Irish nationalism . ' ' Aided by T.J. Mellot, Yorke founded and edited the Leader in 1902, the state's
only Irish-American newspaper, establishing its headquarters in San Francisco. At its inception the Leader had five hundred subscribers. In 1910 it reached its peak of sixteen thousand
and remained at that level until 1925 . Thereafter its readership dropped drastically. The
importance of the Leader to California's Irish community cannot be overemphasized.
Weekly it brought to Irish-Americans the political events oflreland as well as the details of
the latest battles being waged against discrimination in America.
During this century's first decade Yorke and Scott publicly espoused the fundamentals of
the Gaelic League. Yorke contended that the league constituted "the true bedrock of Irish
nationality ." The Gaelic League's largest branch was in San Francisco , called the O'Growney
Branch. Throughout the state, the league sponsored classes in Irish history and the Gaelic
language, held weekly dances and, periodically during the year, organized Gaelic Athletic
Field Days. Distinguished Gaelic League members from Ireland would visit also. Douglas
Hyde came to San Franciso in 1906 and departed with a five-thousand-dollar donation for
the Gaelic League of Ireland . Father Nicholas Fegan of Galway made a visit, too, as did
various native scholars.
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The 1906 earthquake had a debilitating effect upon the Gaelic League of California. The
league set aside its cultural activities and devoted all resources to relieve the victims of this
calamity . A year later, Yorke explained how the earthquake blunted the initial impetus of
the Gaelic League because people had their own deplorable conditions to contend with . On
July 18, 1909, Yorke called for a meeting of the state board and they resolved to revive the
Gaelic League. Only a week later , the Leader headlined the organization's new life by noting
that the Gaelic spirit in San Francisco had become "thoroughly roused." After a month had
passed, Yorke reported that the Gaelic League had regained its pre-earthquake membership
and that its supreme purpose was to maintain ''the importance of the Gaelic language . ''
Yorke reiterated that the ultimate goal of the Gaelic League was to make Gaelic the home
tongue of every Irish man and woman in Ireland and elsewhere .
In 1910 the league held a state convention . J ust prior to its opening the officers received
news that the Gaelic language had been made a requirement at the Irish University in
Dublin . Yorke informed the convention's delegates that this great victory had been won and
that ''it would provide a great impetus to the language revival movement on the Pacific
Coast . '' In the elections which followed, Yorke was selected president . He hoped for an even
greater Gaelic revival: ''Truly a New Era is dawning!'' he wrote shortly thereafter.
The Gaelic League revived itself just in time to react to the volatile political situation in
Ireland after 19 10. By this date the Irish people had united under the leadership of John
Redmond and his Irish Parliamentary Party . Two years later the Home Rule Bill was before
the English parliament again . In anticipation of parliament's final verdict, northern unionist
forces created a military group called the Ulster Volunteers and , in reaction, the Irish nationalists of the south created their own Irish Volunteers .
Time worked away at this tension-filled situation which finally exploded in violence . Both
sides began surreptitiously to buy arms from the Germans . On July 26, 1914, British troops
confronted the Irish Volunteers' gun-running enterprise. In an ensuing confrontation with a
stone-throwing crowd in Bachelor's Walk, Dublin, British troops killed three people and
wounded thirty-eight. This skirmish engendered the first political activism and exhumed a
revolutionary , militant republicanism among California's Irish -Americans .
Yorke perceived Bachelor's Walk as the turning point for the Irish community of California. This incident not only confirmed that home rule was "a Hoax ," but also signified that
the English had not changed their ways of dealing with Ireland . Consequently, Yorke and
his fellow Irish-Americans were rabidly anti-British and greatly convinced of the futility of
working with the British through political means . Irishmen must be armed , they thought, if
only to protect themselves from the Ulster Volunteers and the British troops.
Perceiving the military vulnerability of the south, California Irish-Americans established a
state branch of the Irish Volunteer Fund (IVF) in San Francisco . The purpose of the fund was
''to organize, arm, and equip a national army of defense'' and to protect the rights of the
Irish people and the territorial integrity of the ancient homeland . Although World War I
had begun, the IVF committee completed all necessary arrangements to collect funds by
early August.
In September the Irish -American community of California received word that the English
government had postponed implementation of home rule in Ireland until the end of the
war. This news reinforced the determination of Irish -Americans to collect money for arms .
Consequently , during the week of October 3-10 alone, Irish-Americans contributed one
thousand dollars to the IVF fund. The Leader printed honor lists of contributors . By
February 3, 1915, IVF officals reported collecting another thousand dollars . The fund finally
closed in November 1915 with a total of five thousand dollars .
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Grand Mass Meeting
·To raise funds for the arming of the Irish
National Volunteers in Ireland, so that
they may be in a position to defend the
liberties of Ireland and not to fight the
battles of England.
"Englands difficulty is lrelands opportunity"

PROGRAM
FRANK J. KIERCE, Chairman

Rev. Peter C. Yorke, Orator
Vocal and Instrumental Selections
Other Prominent Speakers will
. Address the Meeting ·

VALENCIA THEATRE
Valencia Street near 14th

Wednesday Eve., Sept. 30, 1914
S . J. C.Ui•o . . . . . .3lt5i 22ad Bt.

The ''Grand Mass Meeting'' at the Valencia Theatre took place soon after the
Bachelor 's Walk incident,. but was followed by many others in the next several years.
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Although the fund drive closed , militant republicanism did not wane in California. On
Monday, April 24, 1916, the Easter Uprising began in Ireland. Angered by postponement of
the Home Rule Bill's implementation until the end of the war and disgusted with Redmond's policy of fighting for the British , the Irish Republican Brotherhood, the Irish
Volunteers, and the Irish Citizen Army stormed the Dublin Post Office. There, on the post
office steps, Patrick Pearse proclaimed Ireland an independent republic. Beginning Easter
Monday, the English and Irish fought for a week. After defeating the rebels, the English executed the signatories of Easter Monday's proclamation . Patrick Pearse was the first to die ,
followed by fifteen other Irish rebels.
On April29, 1916 , the Leader ran the headline, "Ireland Declares War on England," and
carried a front-page picture of besieged Dublin . Yorke professed approval of the rising and
cautioned his readers to suspect the American press because English influence "censored and
twisted it. ' ' Irish-Americans continued to maintain an optimistic outlook even after the
defeat. The rising was a redemption in blood. The Irish people had finally awakened; the
Home Rule Bill had ceased to be a solution for Ireland; an independent Irish republic
seemed "inevitable ," they believed.
The subsequent executions outraged Irish-Americans. Joseph Scott saw the executions as
''unalterably stupid.'' They represented the defamation of liberty and life according to
American ideals. The executed Irish patriots, Scott decl;lfed, would join Robert Emmet and
become permanent monuments of Irish freedom. California Congressman Samuel Shortridge criticized the executions also . He said ''Might does not make Right'' and advised IrishAmericans not to despair. The blood that was shed guaranteed, he declaimed , that soon
''the epitaph of Robert Emmet will be written .''

''Non-British tea '' was advertzsed by thzs truck, parked in front ofa Mzssion Street,
San Franczsco, store emblazoned "Recognize the Insh Republic," about 1915.
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Prior to the uprising, Irish-Americans had held a national "Irish Race Convention" in
Philadelphia, March 1916. A thousand delegates attended and, before the convention's
end, they formed the Friends of Irish Freedom (FOIF) to help advance the cause of Irish
independence . Andrew J. Gallagher of San Franciso represented California at the convention
and returned with news that the delegates had appointed Yorke to the FOIF board of direc tors as representative of the Pacific coast.
Only two weeks after the uprising and executions, FOIF branches appeared in most major
cities of California and held numerous meetings . The first notice for a meeting in San Francisco appeared under the title , ''Local Meeting of Irish Patriots.' ' The proclamation for the
meeting depicted the Irish attempt to throw off English tyranny in the uprising and stated
that Irish -Americans must help bring complete freedom to Ireland . Seven priests, including
Yorke, and several government officials were among twenty-eight prominent citizens of San
Francisco who signed it.
FOIF sponsored California's first major protest meeting in San Francisco , May 8, at the
Dreamland ice rink . The Leader reported it as ''the greatest meeting ever held for the cause
of the Irish Republic.'' 'Six thousand people attended and , at the beginning of the meeting ,
a majority endorsed and joined the FOIF. Yorke addressed the gathering and briefly
sketched the history of Ireland since the founding of the Irish Volunteers . After eighteen
months of misguidance by Redmond , the Irish people seemed to have come " to their
senses," he declared; "To be free, one must fight." Mayor Lawrence O 'Toole of Oakland
spoke next, followed by Reverend Frank Feltcher, who delivered the most evocative speech of
the evening . He movingly described the mood of the gathering : "Tonight our heartS are
back in Ireland; tonight the spirits of our martyred and beloved dead hover around us here . ' '
The slogan ''Ireland a Nation, Ireland Free!' ' should be carried forward, he cried.
Before the close of the meeting the audience agreed to send a protest resolution to President Wilson. The resolution stated that Irish rebels who fought against British rule and were
subsequently imprisoned were prisoners of war and should be treated as such. They further
asked Wilson to apply to Ireland the same "laws of humanity" which guided him in his approach to the World War- to make sure the English observed the international laws of war.
Large FOIF protest meetings were held also in Los Angeles and Santa Clara. Neither , however , involved the magnitude of a second FOIF meeting at the Dreamland rink on May 25 .
The Leader estimated the attendance at eight thousand . Several state leaders spoke.
Congressman Samuel Shortridge came out overwhelmingly for the cause of Irish independence. He enumerated three reasons why people were there that evening : to send sym pathy and hope to the Irish people , to espouse the right of freedom for all mankind, and to
make sure that the uprising and executions would be ' 'written in the memory of mankind.''
This gathering also sent a protest note to President Wilson. Joseph P. Tumulty, the president's secretary, responded and indicated that the note had been brought to Wilson's attention.
Irish -Americans of California also held memorial masses . On May 9 St. Patrick's of San
Francisco celebrated a requiem mass for the executed rebels. Reverend T .M. Burnet delivered an emotional sermon to a congregation estimated at more than two thousand. The
main thrust of his sermon centered on the positive side of the tragedy. The revolt was not a
failure , he concluded, because the blood shed had ''redeemed Ireland.''
Unlike the Irish-American community , the state's nativist press condemned the uprising 's
destruction of home rule, but adjudged the executions of the Irish rebels as senseless. The
San Francisco Chronicle editorialized that the revolt was a "colossal blunder" and that
nothing could justify it . In short, the rising was reckless and lacked any kind of dignity .
Previously England had treated Ireland unjustly, but for the past generation it had shown a
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great deal of paternal concern. Only a small Irish minority wanted complete separation from
the United Kingdom. The majority wanted local control which was assured to them at the
end of the war. Home rule was the real casualty of the revolt , the editor theorized , "all
respectability" for that cause having been lost.
The San Francisco Chronicle, therefore , considered England's actions to suppress the Irish
rebellion as justified. The United States would have reacted similarly . Continuing a series of
writings , the editor demanded stern punishment for the rebellion's leaders but recommended leniency toward the Irish people. Nevertheless , the editor disapproved of the su bsequent executi ons. They exacerbated the Irish trouble by destroying work toward reconciliation of the past forty years. The English could have won the good will of the Irish people
with a stay of executions. Regretfully, concluded the editor , "the British have thrown away a
magnificent opportunity " toward reaching that goal.
The Los Angeles Times saw the revolt as a ''tragic comedy'' and ''an obvious fluke at the
start." It basically agreed with Redmond's evaluation of the uprising. Nothing could justify
it; the ideals offorty years had been shattered. The rebels' goal of independence was "inconceivable ," "backward" and " antedeluvian." It was like California demanding separation
from the United States, wrote the Los Angeles Times . In the final analysis, the rebels revolted against past wrongs which did not exist anymore.
Undaunted by these critical views in the American press, the Irish of California held fast
on their convictions about the uprising. At a FOIF meeting on June 8 , 1916 , in San Francisco, those present decided to set up an Irish Relief Fund, with proceeds ticketed to help the
needy and suffering of Dublin . Archbishop Edward Hanna was appointed chairman of the
fund.
Irish-Americans responded generously to the Irish Relief Fund drive. By mid-July the
funds' officials reported thirty thousand dollars had been collected. In San Jose a fund raiser
was held at the Garden Theater. Yorke spoke and emphasized that he wanted money for
"bread and not lead." By the end of the evening five hundred dollars had been collected.
San Francisco held a similar meeting at the Civic Auditorium where Archbishop Hanna and
Mayor Rolph addressed the crowd and Senator James Phelan and Governor Hiram Johnson
sent notes of sympathy.
As a direct consequence of this overwhelming support , the national treasurer of the Irish
Relief Fund , T homas Kelly, wrote to the organization in California. He commended Californians for their contributions which had been surpassed only in New York. The Irish Relief
Fund was terminated by the end of 1916. In all, its officials reported collecting forty thousand dollars.
With the uprising of 1916 a militant Irish republicanism came to full maturity in California . Under the direction of FOIF it became an organized political force on state and national levels. The years 1916-1921 would be filled with political protests directed against the
United States government, supplemented by collections taken up to purchase arms and aid
for Ireland. The movement would eventually establish a new organization called the
American Association for the Recognition of the Irish Republic (AARIR), which would
develop a close rapport with Eamon De Valera and collect over a million dollars for the cause
of Irish freedom before its demise in 1936. Between 1916 and 1936 Irish-Americans
throughout the country looked to California as the ' ' Ireland of the West.''
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A FULL MEASURE:
THE GERMAN-AMERICANS IN TRACY, CALIFORNIA
191 7- 1918
AMBER SMITII
On the eve of World War I the quiet railroad town ofTracy, California, was slowly converting to a farming community. Many of the people of this Central Valley area , both urban
and rural , had strong German backgrounds as descendants of refugees from the economic
and political turmoil of mid-nineteenth-century Europe. Names such as Buschke, Grunauer,
Lammers, Ludwig, Messer, Ohm , Schmidt and Von Sosten were familiar and commanded
high respect. Tracy's German-Americans were businessmen and farmers who supported their
town in its growth and prosperity. Most attended the German-speaking Lutheran church,
pressed for improved public education, enjoyed community-sponsored, German-oriented
social activities, and many worked to bring irrigation to adjacent dry farmland . Most of these
citizens never dreamed that some day their European cultural background would clash with
their natural and assumed American patriotism.
The news of severed diplomatic relations between the United States and Germany caused
some stir. Editor Henry Hull observed in the Tracy Press on February 10, 1917, ''Comments
by leading German-American citizens of Tracy would lead one to believe that nearly every
native of the Fatherland will stand by their adopted country in the crisis. '' The paper also
reported that the SanJoaqufn County German Aid Society passed the following resolution,
''That every member ... openly avows ... loyalty to the government of the United States,
first, secondly, and all the time." Everyone hoped the crisis would pass, but when it did not
the citizens of Tracy, German-Americans included, rallied behind the United States. For
some, however, the new situation was not easy.
The non-German residents of Tracy, as elsewhere , were suspicious of German-Americans
and this reaction brought pressure upon the ''foreigners'' to involve themselves in more
than their share of patriotic endeavors. The following description of how to measure the
loyalty of German-Americans is worth noting, for the citizens of Tracy used this guide in
judging their neighbors.
Presumably one could measure [their] loyalty ... by their willingness to participate in the
rituals of patriotism. Patriots willingly contributed to the Red Cross, purchased Liberty

Amber Smith, a native Californian, graduated in history from Calzfomia State University, Sacramento. She has
lived in Tracy for many years and is very involved in its history. She is an active member of the San ]oaqu{n County
Historical Society , and has written many articles for the Tracy Press.
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Tracy Press Editor Henry Hull and Mrs.
Hull, date unknown.

Gustave August Daniel Buschke in approximately 1880 when he became a
U.S. citizen. There are no other known
photographs of the harness maker.

Bonds, and , if called , served in the armed forces. One-hundred percent Americans did not
insist on using the German language , reading German-language newspapers , or supporting
societies that perpetuated alien cultures.

The hundred -percent Americans of Tracy formed leagues to ensure that everyone
measured up. Those individuals who did not meet the standards of patriotism could and did
meet violence at the hands of nationalistic groups , even in the small town of Tracy.
EFFECT OF WAR ON GERMAN-AMERICANS
There were many German people living in the surrounding countryside as well as in the
town of Tracy. One of the predominantly German Lutheran secrions lay southeast of Tracy in
the vicinity of Vernalis, where the Ohm General Store was the general meeting place and
church building for German families scattered throughout this farming area . Some individuals still remember when the Lutheran Church services were conducted in German
there.
This language was usually spoken at home until the children started school. Then it was
used just at social occasions . Most social activity revolved around farm life, with parties and
dances in barns and granaries , usually held in the spring and after harvest in the fall.
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The men went to Tracy or the nearby town of Banta to purchase supplies that could not be
grown or made at home and to pick up the mail. The men also liked to come to town to play
a card game called "Solo" at either the Odd Fellows Hall on 6th Street, or the Mingst Saloon
on the corner of 7th and Central. The Mingst place was probably the favorite location
because Mingst was German and the language was spoken freely there.
German-American women seldom came to town except for an occasional meeting of the
Ladies German Club , which met in private homes, or to visit the Lydia Cross dress shop .
Some women never ventured into town at all, for their husbands believed the woman's place
was in the home.
World War I caused a drastic change in the lives of these German-Americans. The women
no longer traveled to town and, when the men did, they no longer spoke German and shied
away from anything else that could cause offense.
Notices of German Lutheran services were nor seen again in the paper until after the war.
Church members tried to divert attention from themselves , and encouraged participation in
patriotic efforts . They were aware that, in some other parts of the United Stares , German
Lutheran worshipers armed themselves in fear of mob violence .
The German Demokrat, a daily newspaper published in San Francisco, was still delivered
to post office boxes of the German community members for several months after the war
started . But within a short time German readers cancelled their subscriptions for fear of
reprisals even though the paper urged irs readers to accept the fact that ' ' the United Stares,
not Germany, is our Fatherland . .. [and] it is the solemn and sacred duty of each citizen of

The Messer men and others shopped in the general store in the Bn.chetto Buzlding in
Banta on Saturdays, but picked up their mazl at the Tracy Post Offi.ce. This picture
not dated.
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German birth to consider well his duties to his adopted country, no matter how hard it
might be for him." The people were warned they should be particularly careful , by word
and deed, to refrain from doing anything that might be considered unloyal.
In February 1918 all non-naturalized German men over the age of fourteen, or those who
had obtained only their first naturalization papers , were required to register at the post office. The registration form was in triplicate. One copy was sent to the United States Marshal,
one to the Department of Justice in Washington, D.C., and the other was kept in confidence at the police station. Four months later, females over the age of fourteen were also
required to register. Any marriage which occurred prior to April6 , 1917 (the day the United
States entered the war) , of a German alien female to a citizen of this country naturalized her,
but a marriage after that date did not. The Germans were not happy about the registration
but took it in stride, saying that the only good part of signing the forms was getting to visit
in line with old friends whom they had not seen in a long time.
By late 1917 approximately half of the states had abandoned teaching German in schools.
The American Defense Society, with Theodore Roosevelt as honorary president, announced
that American youth "was being perverted" by the teaching of the German language . The
Defense Society explained, "any language which produces a people as ruthless conquestadors [sicJ such as now exists in Germany , is not a fit language to teach clean and pure
American boys and girls.''
The plan of measuring loyalty was now in effect. German -Americans of Tracy no longer
received their German-language newspaper, the women no longer had their Ladies German
Club, the men seldom met for card games and, when they did, they tried to speak only
English. The use of the German language, in general , ceased.

George Messer, holding hat, was ahead of most of his neighbors in mechanizing his
farm . Shown also are, from left, Herman Messer, Mervin Veale and Henry Messer,
about 1916.
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LIBERTY LOANS AND THE GERMAN-AMERICANS
Within a week after the United States entered the war, citizens of Tracy organized a Red
Cross group . On June 30, 1917, the Tracy Press pronounced the first drive successful, for
$2 ,000 had been raised in a three-day period. The paper printed a list of those who had
donated, including many German names.
United States Secretary of the Treasury William Gibbs McAdoo decided not to follow the
method used in the Civil War to sell bonds. Lincoln's treasurer had turned the bonds over to
banking concerns, and they were sold to wealthy businessmen who bought for investment
rather than from patriotic motivation . McAdoo needed the full support of all Americans
because he was requesting the sum of two billion dollars at the interest rate of 3. 5 percent.
To raise this amount, more money than was deposited in all the banks in the nation,
McAdoo appealed to the people that by buying the bonds ''they became fighting soldiers on
the financial front.'' He also energetically enlisted the aid of organizations, unions and
businesses .
Liberty Loan drives were all-out endeavors in the city of Tracy and probably caused more
grief than anything else to the German-Americans. Purchase of Liberty Bonds in World War
I was not structured in the same way as the purchase of World War II war bonds . Liberty
Bonds could be bought for ten percent down and ten percent per month. This easy payment
plan may have been one reason why Tracy's citizens were able to meet their quotas
ultimately. The federal government asked each town to contribute ten percent of the town's
bank deposits, so Tracy's share of the first drive was $112,000. Loan drives in Tracy seemed
to be quite successful. A single Liberty Loan rally at the Arlington Theatre sold $3,500 worth
of bonds, and by the end of the first week Tracy had contributed $60,000. Southern Pacific
Railroad men subscribed $25,000 of this amount, or $112 per man. Still, Tracy did not raise
its full share in the first drive.
Four months later the Second Liberty Loan campaign began ; $50,000 was expected from
the Tracy area. The Press appealed to farmers saying, "Don't let it be said of the prosperous
grain and bean ranchers that they are slackers.'' The paper went on to praise the German
people for being among the heaviest subscribers, with some subscriptions running as high as
$5,000 , and one of $15,000. Residents of German birth raised about $35,000 . Again the
newspaper listed all those who had contributed and a number of German names appeared.
One reason for high German-American contributions was the persuasion tactics used by
bond committees. The case of George Messer's donation is a good example. A farmer in the
Vernalis area, Messer was one of the few farmers who, just before the war started, sold all his
mules used to haul his grain-harvesting equipment and bought modern mechanical
harvesting equipment. He and his family answered all of America's calls to participate in the
war effort: two of his sons volunteered for the army, both father and sons bought bonds in
the first drive, and the family continued to donate to the Red Cross and other worthy causes.
One day a German friend in the banking business appeared at Messer's door with a pledge
card for $5 ,000. This was a high pledge, particularly since Messer was still paying for the new
equipment and he had suffered a crop failure. Under pressure , Messer signed the card. Later
in the day Messer went outside his yard and found a torn pledge card made out to him in the
amount of $500 . Messer felt his German banking friend had taken advantage of him and he
never forgave the man.
By spring 1918 the tactics used on Messer had become common. Henry Hull, editor of the
Tracy Press, did not attempt to conceal the methods used to obtain pledges. He stated there
were people who had not helped in the past two drives, yet were able to do so. The committee in charge of the third drive had the names of these people and would attempt to sell
them what they were able to buy . Should the committee fail, the names would be turned
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over to "proper officials who will pay their respects to them." Pro-Germans would be
''smoked out . . . and the American people are going to know who are for them and who are
against them." The paper assured its readers that these non -buyers would buy , "or by golly,
we will know the reason, and the reason will have to be a mighty good one."
The names of aliens registered with the postmaster in each town were supposedly secret,
but editor Hull discovered somehow that thirty of them in Tracy had not purchased bonds.
Hull suggested that men who did not buy should have their names published in large type in
every paper in the county, and thus be ostracized . He mentioned that other towns such as
Sacramento had told their "slackers" to pay up or move on, and the Sacramento group intended to make it "hot" for those who did not comply . The word "slacker" referred to
people who did not do their patriotic duty.
The threat to publish lists of non-buyers in local newspapers was not limited to Tracy.
Towns in the Midwest used this tactic to fill bond quotas . In a few instances the posting of
names on court house lawns and caravans of eager citizens, with a banker accompanying
them to arrange a loan on the spot, encouraged "slackers" to buy their share .
By April 1918 the third Liberty Loan drive was in full swing. The $110,000 quota of the
west side (areas in and around Tracy) was met by noon the first day of the drive through the
efforts of the Standard Oil Company, Associated Pipeline Company, and Southern Pacific
Railroad employees . Within a week the quota was doubled , the best showing for any community in SanJoaqu[n County. On April13 the Press reported that, although the west side
had many disloyal citizens, there were many more ''willing to stake their last dollar to help
lick the Kaiser . '' Pointing out that the year was not good for agriculture, the Press stated that
''they have done nobly. '' By September the paper was asking that the quota for the fourth
loan be less because this part of the country had suffered crop failures. It was on! y fair to ''let
the farmers of other sections do some digging ." There was undoubtedly an understanding
with the local bankers that when the farmer sold his crop he would then pay for the bonds;
in the meantime, he was recorded as having subscribed for a certain amount.
The United States Treasury Department sent an Honor Flag to each district that raised its
quota . The flag had a white field, a red border and three blue bars. For each five percent exceeding their quota, the district was awarded a star to be placed upon the flag . By May 1918
Tracy had forty-four stars on its flag and joined the rest of the nation in ''plunging over the
top . '' On the heels of the third loan drive came drives by the Red Cross, followed by the
Salvation Army, the YMCA, YWCA, Knights of Columbus and other groups that boosted
the morale of men in the armed forces . These later drives , called War Work campaigns, con tinued after the war until all the "boys" were home . Three days after the fourth- and
last-Liberty Loan promotion started, Tracy could report $64,000 worth of bonds had been
sold '' without any individual effort to speak of.''

LIBERTY LEAGUE
One night after a meeting of the third Liberty Loan committee, the members organized
Tracy's Liberty League . This league and the American Protective League (APL) had much in
common. The best description of the APL is given in Frederick C. Luebke's book, Bonds of
Loyalty. He states the group was
a semi-official auxiliary of the Bureau of Investigation. First they spied on enemy aliens , but
soon the web spread to entrap any citizen who held dissenting views . Even though the APL
failed to catch a single bona fide German spy , it succeeded in creating a climate in which persons with German names .. . were objects of suspicion and alarm.
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This group set up secret organizations in communications, utility , meat packing and
railroad companies and among oil field employees. APL Northern California headquarters
was located in San Francisco and the general agent of the San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation was chief of a unit in the Central Valley area , while a superintendent of the
Southern Pacific Railroad was one of the captains .
The objectives of the Liberty League, according to the April 4, 1918, issue of the Tracy
Press, was to ''ferret out pro -Germans and bring to justice any man or woman guilty of
seditious or traitorous remarks." The Press reported there were Liberty League chapters in
Stockton and San Francisco. The League and the APL were made up of volunteers and both
groups were to be "on the lookout for enemies of the government," to report immediately
any infractions of law to the president or executive committee of the League. APL members
were to report infractions of the law to the local police . The paper reported that much of the
work would be secret , but assured the community that league members would be busy on
some case most of the time, and if sufficient evidence were found against a resident the case
would be reported to the Department of Justice . Several names had already been given to
the committee and ' 'a mere internment for the period of the war will not be sufficient
punishment to satisfy the members of the League whenever they secure a conviction . ''
The Tracy group elected the following officers: President L.H . Stirling, chief engineer for
the Associated Pipeline Company , which worked in connection with oil fields; Vice President Abe Grunauer, a German-American Jew who was a successful and popular merchant,
president of the West Side Bank and vice president of the Fabian-Grunauer Company;
Secretary Bradford S. Crittenden , who in 1920 became Tracy 's second citizen to serve in the
state assembly (Martin Lammers, a German-American, was first) ; Treasurer T.O . Moore ,
assistant cashier at the West Side Bank. The executive committee consisted of George Good,
lumber yard manager; S.A . Shearer, farmer; Henry A. Hull, owner of the Tracy Press; James
Ansbro, a county supervisor ; and W .S. Joy, yardmaster for Southern Pacific Railroad . This
list of officers reflected a pattern of the APL in having prominent members connected with
oil fields and railroads .
Within a week after the formation of the Liberty League a boilermaker at the Southern
Pacific roundhouse in Tracy, C. Merry , was taken into custody on charges of disloyal
utterances. Affidavits were turned over to Stirling by members of the League who heard the
remarks . The San Francisco office of the Bureau of Investigation (later FBI) was notified by
phone of the detainment . They advised that Merry be held for two or three days in the
county jail until the affidavits could reach the Bay Area . There the documents would be
examined to see if there was sufficient evidence to hold Merry for trial. The Press ' editorial of
April 13, 1918, said that a case such as this "causes mob violence," and that if there were no
law to prosecute Merry then Congress had better pass one "or else vigilant committees will
spring up all over the country and mob law will rule ."
By the 20th of April the Press reported that Merry had been released after receiving a lecture . The paper noted that Stirling went to San Francisco to discover why Merry had been
given his freedom . He was told that the lack of evidence, under present law, would have
made it difficult to convict him.
The Liberty League did not let the Merry case discourage them . They continued to hold
meetings in conjunction with the War Work and bond committee meetings. All war groups
decided by consensus such questions as how to persuade citizens to buy more bonds and how
to assemble members of the league in case of an emergency. They decided five long whistles
from city hall would indicate that the members were needed. Trouble did erupt in fall 1918
and, while no mention of the Liberty League was made in news reports, the objectives of this
group and the strong support of the paper suggest that the league was behind the occur-
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renee . There are two variations of what happened: one is the recollection ofEarle Williams,
local historian, and the other is a contemporary report in the Press. The theme of the incident is the same but the methods differ as described .
Gustave August Daniel Buschke, a native of Germany , was a naturalized citizen who arrived in California in 1875 to manage a harness shop in the town of Ellis . W ithin three years
he bought the business and moved it to the newly-founded town of Tracy . During World
War I Bushke bought bonds in various drives, contributed to the Red Cross and War Work
organizations and had a son serving in the U .S. Army. According to several people who
remember the gentleman, he was generally liked by the community, although he apparently
had a tendency to " talk too much."
The difficulty erupted one day in early October when the fourth Liberty Loan committee
called upon Buschke to sell him another bond. According to all reportS , he refused and
stated he did not have the money to buy any. Furthermore, "if he were stood up to the wall
and shot he could not and would not buy one . ' '
This remark spread through town and, according to Williams' story , Buschke was visited
that night by two young Frenchmen, members of the Tracy police force, who had organized
"a gang ." They marched Buschke at the head of a torchlight parade down Central Avenue,
the main business street, and then forced him to kiss the American flag . Buckets of yellow
paint were thrown over his home, inside and out .
The Press ' story is a little different . The morning after the remark was made Buschke
found his harness shop painted yellow, ''which after vigorous washing refused to come off.' '
A crowd of citizens greeted Buschke and all watched as flags were nailed on the front of the
building while the national anthem was played . Buschke was requested to salute the flag ,
which he did without protest , and then was asked if he were willing to buy a bond . After he
signified in the affirmative , he was marched to the Bank of Tracy on Central Avenue where
he subscribed to a $1,000 bond, "and the band played Yankee Doodle ."
Buschke was not the only Tracy citizen to have a building painted yellow. William
Schmidt , another pioneer businessman in the Tracy area, had his home painted, probably
for the same reason as Buschke . The paper regretted such measures had to be taken, "but
the medicine worked splendidly . .. . "According to the paper the procedure was not mob
violence since the crowd "was very orderly but insistent. " The Liberty League " agreed that
the decoration committee, with its yellow paint, had done good work. " The paper warned
there were other people in town who thought they could not be reached with paint, but the
committee knew who those people were and they should not be surprised to find a building
they owned had a new color.
Other areas across the nation had the same idea, but some towns erected yellow
monuments which bore the names of German families who had not bought enough bonds,
while other towns marked German homes with large yellow signs .
The Liberty League considered a plan to post or publish the names of those who failed to
subscribe to bond drives , something the paper had suggested earlier in the war. The League
agreed that the captains of each bond soliciting team would present the names of people he
believed had shirked their duty . The financial status of these people would be investigated
and , upon determination that they could afford further bond purchases, their names would
be made public.
The end of World War I saved several Tracy people from such notoriety. However, some
one did tack a list of names on a conspicuous place in the downtown area under the caption
"Slackers." A.L. Levinsky , an attorney from Stockton, wrote a letter to Abe Grunauer, calling attention to the posting, and in particular to the name of Emma Martin, who he said had
done her share of buying bonds . The League d~clined to assume any responsibility for the
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View about 1918 north on Central Avenue from Sixth Street in Tracy. Buschke 's
harness shop was two blocks away, around the corner on Eighth Street. Mid-street
parking was common and is sttfl found on broad streets of many Central Valley
towns.
posting of the names and had them removed. A resolution sent to Levinsky stated that the
committee did not sanction such acts, that it had no knowledge of the guilty parties, and in
fact, "condemned such methods of attacking citizens of the town." Yet two months before,
almost to the day, the League strongly considered doing just such a deed and indeed had
warned the community of its intentions.

FULL MEASURE
News stories and editorials in the Tracy Press strongly supported the Liberty League and
War Work projects. The paper reflected the emotions of its editor, Henry Hull, who printed
only his views and ignored any opposition that may have existed. The Press argued that
people who were one-hundred percent American would not object to these incidents of
violence, that such acts of violence, indeed, were patriotic measures. The Tracy experience is
an example-a local study-of wartime politics of conformity, bigotry and petty repression.
The main war interest in Tracy was seeing that bond quotas were met and that all people did
their share in all projects connected with the war. If they did not do their share the town
wanted to "know the reason, and the reason will have to be a mighty good one."
The majority of German-Americans in Tracy did measure up to the standards set for
loyalty and patriotism . They contributed to the Red Cross and War Work causes; they did
purchase Liberty Bonds, even if they could not afford them ; they did serve in the armed
forces; they no longer received their German-language newspapers, nor spoke German in
public; and the Ladies German Club no longer met-and so they were no longer
perpetuating "alien cultures." There seemed to be no lingering anti-German feelings, but
Earle Williams reported that Buschke never recovered from the "deep hurt" he received at
the hands of his fellow townspeople .
When the war was over the people of Tracy were ready to "welcome the boys home and to
get on with the living.''
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THE FOOFARAH COLUMN
by the editors

Readers write to us sometimes , to our delight, and the Fall 1983 issue prompted several
letters which are valuable documents in themselves . They were in response to the article by
Laurene Wu McClain , "Donaldina Cameron : A Reappraisal." The viewpoints expressed
show vividly that history is not a cold, scientific exercise-that it is a reflection of the inbuilt paradoxes and contradictions of human life, and that viewpoint means a lot. From
her research and her Chinese-American background, McClain concluded that Donaldina
Cameron had many very admirable qualities and that many residents of "920" showed "a
deep and genuine affection for her ," but that " her feelings toward the Chinese were ambivalent at best and disdainful at worst. ' '
Albert Shumate , distinguished medical practitioner and historian, from his own personal recollections of Cameron , feels that McClain was too hard on her. He wrote us :
In 1933 I enrered the office of Dr. Harry C. Alderson , Professor and head ofDermarology
at Stanford University Medical School. For many years he had attended the dermarological
ailmenrs at Miss Cameron's Home. He asked me ro assume these duties. As a Catholic it
was my first experience with a Protestant institution. I expected ro find a bright , rather
hardy woman. I found a gentle lady , a lady whose love permeated "920." During my
years of service I never found any thing ro change my opinion .

He added that, as a Catholic , he had had "rather narrow views . It was Miss Cameron that
broadened my views-I realized that there were other 'saints ' !''
Lorna Logan of Castro Valley was interviewed as part of Professor McClain 's research but
feels that , while the direct quote attributed to her is correct, McClain's opinions in the article "do not represent the substance of our interview ." She states, "There is in fact overwhelming evidence to support the proposition contrary to hers, that one of the factors of
Miss Cameron's success was her deep respect for the Chinese people , including those under
her care, and for their culture.'' Logan writes of many aspects of her years of work under
Cameron and of the mingling of Chinese and American customs, and of the use of
" LoMo" and other terms which sprang up spontaneously and were "appropriate to the
relationships of love and mutual trust that existed.'' She points out that , opening a home
for small children, Cameron formed "an ecumenical , inter-racial Board of Directors,
something most unusual in those days . Nothing angered Miss Cameron more ,'' Logan
adds, "than the racial discrimination to which Chinese were subjected . . . . " Cameron
grieved that her '' poor ear for tone ' ' made it impossible for her to speak Chinese but she
actively encouraged others including Logan to learn it.
We value these thoughtful, well-expressed letters very much. They are historical
documents in themselves, and we wish we had the opportunity to discuss every point and
insight raised. The issues raised here, however, bear every earmark of being ones which,
now, can never be settled finally to the satisfaction of all persons of good will and concern .
Thanks again to these correspondents, and also to Auril Wood of Magalia, who wrote of
Katherine Maurer, ' 'the Angel of Angel Island .''
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REVIEWS OF WESTERN BOOKS
Authoritative reviews ofrecent publications

THE BEAT OF THE DRUM AND THE
WHOOP OF THE DANCE: A STUDY OF
THE LIFE AND WORK OF JOSEPH
HENRY SHARP. By Forrest Penn. (Santa

Fe, NM: Penn Publishing Corp ., 1075
Paseo de Peralta, 87501, c1983 . 359 pp.,
zllus., notes, biblio., index. $85)
Forrest Fenn is the proprietor of the Fenn
Galleries in Santa Fe, and has chronicled
the lives of a number of artists such as Frank
Tenney Johnson and other Southwestern
greats. Having this new book before me for
review, I carried it along on a recent excursion to Santa Fe, and what a bonanza it
was! The volume is so very beautifully done,
with no expense spared on reproductions
and design and research, and the history is
so exacting, that the past literally comes
alive. The warm light and color of Joseph
Henry Sharp's pictures are reflected in the
landscape of the region, and the Indian
characterizations add a quality that is still
present today. It is like having a travelog to
the past.
Sharp was a painter who helped found
the Taos Society of Artists and painted the
Indians of the Southwest near the end of
the frontier era. When he was sixteen years
old one of his boyhood heroes, General
George Armstrong Custer, was wiped out
with his 212 men. The incident affected
Sharp deeply, but twenty-five years later he
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was to paint the very Indians who had participated in the battle at the Little Big
Horn . Sharp was the kind of man who went
out seeking real life subjects and it shows
throughout his work.
Sharp fell in love with the exotic subject
matter of the Southwest after a trip to Santa
Fe by train in 1880. He returned to Cincinnati and then went to Europe to study, but
his heart and longing were for the Southwest . In 1893 he went with his wife Addie
to New Mexico Territory to stay, and from
that point his art blossomed .
My own trip to Santa Fe was highlighted
by a visit to the Fenn Gallery. When Mr.
Fenn learned of my interest, he generously
opened his library and collections to me. I
saw the original version of the book, with
documents such as letters, bills of sale ,
notes and memos that were reproduced in
·the publication. In addition, original oil
paintings by J.H . Sharp and exciting Indian
artifacts are carefully displayed through the
library and adjoining quarters.
Mr. Fenn's knowledge is profound and
his collections of authentic background
material are vast. This all added immensely
to my own personnal satisfaction with the
book and my study of J.H. Sharp's life .
Those of you who can't just drop everything
and head off to Santa Fe, however , are fortunate to have the chance to get a copy of

Beat ofthe Drum instead. It will bring New
Mexico and all its beauty into your living
room .
Gilbert L. Dellinger

Gilbert L. Dellinger, associate professor of
art for the University of the Pacific, is a
painter specifically interested in traditional
western American subject matter. He has
exhibited throughout the Southwest and in
many national exhibitions.

THE WAY OF THE MASKS . By Claude
Levi-Strauss. Tr. by Sylvia Mode/ski.
(Seattle : University of Washington Press,
1982. x + 249 pp. , zllus., biblio ., index.
$18.95)
The Way ofthe Masks, first English translation from the French original, has become
a subject of debate, not so much from the
quality of Levi-Strauss' scholarship (high) as
from confusion about the aims of Structuralism . With no clarification in this book ,
even curious readers may soon feel frustrated , and should be referred to the
author 's Structural Anthropology (New
York, 1963) . In The Way of the Masks ,
Levi -Strauss ' main objective is neither to expand awareness about Northwest coast
societies in particular nor develop insights
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about functions, antecedents, prototypes
and diffusion of the Swaihue masks, but to
expose the relationship between art and
culture in human societies everywhere.
The Swaihue, focus of The Way of the
Masks, originated among the Salish of
coastal Washington and British Columbia
and was later borrowed by the neighboring
Kwakiutl . Swaihue differ stylistically but
share certain characteristics: a curious
keyhole-shaped outline, popped eyes, lolling tongues, feather trim , and accents of
stylized bird heads. Levi-Strauss shows how
these may be seen as a tangible representation of other, more abstract elements of
Northwest coast culture.
He gives much attention to Dsonokwa
masks in juxtaposition . Their drooping
eyelids, concealed tongues and animal fur
trim stand in diametric opposition to
features of the Swaihue masks . The
Dsonokwa 's use in religious, not secular ,
ceremonies, and association with acquired,
not inherited, wealth pose further contrasts.
Levi -S trauss shows that masks , like myths ,
exhibit patterned changes as they move
from people to people: if their features remain constant , their semantic associations
invert, and vice versa. In this he sees expression and resolution of a common human
paradox, the need to belong and the wish to
remain distinct.
The Way of the Masks is a brilliant application of structural analysis but , because of
its cross-cultural emphasis, it is not a book
for every Northwest coast art enthusiast or
historian.
Molly Lee

Molly Lee of juneau, Alaska, received her
Master's degree in Art History from the
University of Calzfornia, Santa Barbara, in
1982. Her thesis, Baleen Basketry of the
North Alaskan Eskimo, is the subject of a
forthcoming book.
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THE NORTH FRONTIER OF NEW
SPAIN. By Peter Gerhard. (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1982. xiv + 454
pp. , maps, tables, biblio., notes, index.
$60.00)
Peter Gerhard's North Frontier comes at
a hefty price and carries off well a hefty purpose. In this reference book , designed and
written for consultation and not for armchair reading , Gerhard has tackled the awesome complications of Spanish colonial
administration. Two of his previous works
dealt with a similar analysis of government
in central and southeastern Mexico. In the
third volume , the long and fluctuating
northern frontier of New Spain , Spain 's last
American frontier , is examined.
Gerhard's purpose is to explain how
government worked on the northern frontier , but he also succeeds in other areas. The
book is divided into chapters by province ,
or large jurisdictions. In each section the
author includes a short bibliographical essay
that should prove helpful for the beginning
or non-specialist scholar working with an
unfamiliar region. Additionally , extended
footnotes provide an enormous amount of
information, principally based on original
research in many archival repositories. Further, there is a lengthy bibliography that
organizes all the sources by type.
Eleven original maps, five figures contarmng demographic information, and
thirty-five tables dealing with languages,
population, racial distribution, missions,
etc., provide hard data in a graphic form
that will be helpful to researchers. Besides
the innovation of supplying numerous
figures and tables, Gerhard's format provides at least one other unexpected stylistic
diversion. The ample text, which is presented in a sort of authoritative, encyclopedic style , is sprinkled with first-person
references that are sometimes confessional
or apologetic ("In this series, I have failed
to locate a relacion accompanied by a map
. ... " p. 31); sometimes purely narrative
(''I have discussed the early jurisdictional
dispute between the audiencia of Mexico
and Cortes on the one hand .... " p. 154);
or sometimes speculative or assertive (''I
should think there may have been at contact
6 ,000 to 8,000 persons in the three valleys

.... "p. 232). In every case, the "I" came
as a great surprise to this reader; in what
otherwise seems to be an extraordinarily
thoughtful work, this informality (or irregularity) makes it seem as if some of the
author's raw notes had slipped into the text.
But never mind a harmless stylistic
choice, which is simply a matter of the
author's (and publisher's) discretion. The
only disappointing part of the book is the
very brief treatment of the northern northern frontier: Sonora, Alta California,
New Mexico, Coahuila and Texas each have
fewer than rwelve pages devoted to them .
More southerly parts of The North Frontier,
such as Nueva Galicia and Nueva Vizcaya,
have 120 and 80 pages, respectively, devoted to them. Perhaps because of longer
periods of colonial occupation,. their administrations were more complicated and
deserve larger treatment. Nevertheless,
there is reason to belive that uneven attention was devoted to at least some of these
areas, such as New Mexico.
.
In all, The North Frontier of New Spam
undoubtedly and deservedly will become a
standard reference source. Both the author
and the publisher are to be commende~ for
what was obviously an arduous and orneconsuming project. The use the book will
receive for many years will testify to their
achievement.
Janet R. Fireman

Dr. Fireman, holding degrees from the universities of Arizona and New Mexico , has
been a curator ofsocial and cultural history,
Los Angeles County Museum of Natural
History, since 1976. She has publzshed
widely, specializing in the Spanish Southwest and cultural history.

THE BROKEN RING: THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CALIFORNIA INDIANS.
By Van H. Garner. (Tucson, AZ: Westernlore Press, 1982. 226 pp. , zl/us., bib/io., index. $9.50)
American Indian land tenure is an extremely complex and interesting issue,
especially in California, where tribal diversity and the imposition of Hispanic law
before Anglo occupation created a tangled
legal web still in the process of resolution.
Van H. Garner has done a thoroughly
scholarly study of several examples of Indian
land loss through genocide, starvation , the
lure of immediate financial gain, and questionable legal practices. Three chapters in
the book might be viewed as general surveys
of the condition of California Indians. Facts
and issues in these chapters have been
discussed earlier by Sherburne Cook,
William Henry Ellison and Robert F.
Heizer. Dr. Garner provides a good comparison of the Indian policies of the several
colonial powers. Perhaps the lack of a policy
and the substitution of frantic "justice"
would be more appropriate when describing
the United States in early years. The author
does well to debunk the ''Black Legend'' of
Spain, which
pursued extensive, but
benign, policies toward native peoples af:er
1600. Spain failed not because of brutality
but because of lack of understanding of the
processes of acculturation and disease con trol. Garner notes that Mexican liberals continued and expanded Spanish policy coward
Indians after independence in 1821, but he
fails to note rapidly deteriorating relations
between local Mexicans and Indians at this
time , as mission lands intended for Indian
neophytes were seized by rancheros.
Nevertheless , the Hispanic period compares favorably with the following Anglo
period , when genocide, starvation and
massive displacement of Indians were com mon. Army officers of the period often
noted with disgust the brutality of local settlers , corruption of Indian agents , and
shady political maneuvering against the
native population . Truly , in many ways , the
military was the least tainted in their relationships with Indians, though they were
often called upon to quell native responses
to provocations. Sympathetic army officers
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or agents who attempted to feed Indians
and to expel white settlers from the reservations were subject to reprimand by
supenors.

contemporary history of California.

Of the 75 million acres occupied by Indians in California during the Mexican
period and guaranteed for native use by the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo , only 8. 5
million acres remained in 1851 after eighteen treaties had been negotiated with
federal commissioners. The reservations
which were eventually established, after the
U.S . Senate rejected the treaties, had continuously shrinking boundaries and corrupt
agents. Three chapters deal with specific Indian land disputes: the Pit River (Achomawi/
Atsugewi) of northeastern California, the
Soboba Reservation of the Hemet area, and
the Agua Caliente (Cahuilla) of Palm
Springs. The Pit River group's case has been
unsuccessful, at least up to 1977 , but the
Soboba Reservation has been able to acquire
its own water system, and the Agua
Caliente group of 125 Indians has collective
real estate assets of about $120 million.
Thus, two of these three Indian groups have
been successful in redressing grievances .

Robert Hoover is professor of anthropology
and chairman, Social Science Department,
California Polytechnic State University, San
Luis Obispo. A doctoral graduate of the
University of Calzfornia, Berkeley, he has
published widely.

For all of its being such a well-written and
documented narrative, the book suffers
from organizational weakness. Garner's
general chapters on heritage, reservations
and land settlement might well have been
placed together at the beginning of the
book as background reading, though the
subjects have already been examined by
other authors. The really original sections
were the case studies of Pit River , Soboba
and Agua Caliente, which took the modern
situation up to about 1977. One wonders
what has happened between that time and
the book's publication in 1982. The illustrations are old photos of California Indians
from a variety of excellent sources.
However, the Porno , Hoopa and Tolowa Indians in photos are not from the studied
groups. I am generally very favorably impressed by Dr. Garner's book . It is an interesting and meticulously researched account of a shameful period of American
history. It is documented proof that California Indians did not disappear from history with the arrival of Portola in 1769.
They are still quite active in shaping the
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Robert L. Hoover

SIPAPU: THE STORY OF THE INDIANS
OF ARIZONA AND NEW MEXICO . By
Wzlliam E. Coffer. (New York : Van
Nostrand Reinhold Company, Inc. , 1982.
xv + 157 pp., zllus., biblio., index. $14.95)
A cardinal rule of publishing is not to
promise more than can be delivered . Unfortunately the dust jacket for Sipapu does just
that. A statement assures the reader "Coffer fully recounts the history and migrations
of each tribe . . . the real story ... provocative analyses . .. covers every facet of
Indian culture .... '' The statement does
an injustice to the author who has been allocated so few pages to accomplish the above.
As a Ph .D . at California Western University
and a professor of Native American Studies
at the College of Great Falls, Montana, Dr.
Coffer has the credentials to do all that was
promised but the work simply could not accomplish all that . It is difficult to tell
whether the work was intended as a text for
children, as a guide for tourists, or as an
overview of a subject far too large to attempt in so few pages .
Some works cited in the bibliography are
good, but very old. Nowhere do we find
mention of the authorship or scholarship of
Haury, Thompson, Tanner or Fontana, who
have made consistent and significant contributions to the prehistory and history of
tribes which Coffer discusses. As for Eusebio
Francisco Kino, S.J ., there are outstanding
references to his work along with other
period figures, but these lack notes. And
where is Dr. Edward Spicer's Human Prob-

/ems in Technological Change, which reflects what happens when the non-Indian
insinuates himself into areas of Indian
culture where he should not? The work is
more an abbreviated, broad-brush account
of the several cultures, what they are doing
today, and where they are headed.
There are a number of oversimplifications
to explain how problems have evolved:
pages 58-59 suggest that "the Spanish had
much to do with changing the Apache from
a comparatively friendly group . . . , '' a
statement which cannot be proved. Page 62
reflects the White Mountain Apache cattle
growing, but does not reflect the shrewd
Apache cattlemen, nor how they built their
herds.
Dr. Coffer assaults the non-Indian for intruding into Indian life, but he does not explain who permitted the Black Mesa Power
Plant, blaming it on "industrialized
America." Page 83 refers to "gold hungry
Spaniards,'' but there is insufficient
evidence in the work to justify the statement . On page 90, the statement is made
that the Spanish treatment of all the New
World's native people was representative of
the sentences meted out by Don Juan de
Offate. Inhumane treatment did take place.
The conquistadors, settlers and others did
take advantage of the Indian, but yet there
are too many examples of help, fine treatment and friendship, articulated in primary
documents, to justify such generalizations.
On page 102 is a sweeping conclusion
that ''The strategies of this entity (the U.S .
government), practiced very subtly and insidiously, have been oriented toward the
same goal as those of the early Spanish conquistadores; subjugation of the people and
exclusion of them from their own resources
which could make them independent.''
Unfortunately other readers may come to
similar conclusions because their concepts
are based upon some sources of the kind
utilized in this work, such as Arnold's
Blood Brother-exciting, but long recognized as a highly fictionalized version
of the life of Cochise. There are inconsistencies in the work that trouble this
reviewer. It is to be regretted most, perhaps,
that the publisher expected Dr. Coffer to
condense such varied material into a small-

sized publication, forcing generalizations
not substantiated by concrete primary
sources.
Raymond S. Brandes

Raymond Brandes, currently Dean of the
School of Graduate and Continuing Education and professor of history in the University of San Diego, specializes in historic
site archaeology in the Amen·can West.

NO PLACE TO GO: EFFECTS OF COMPULSORY RELOCATION ON NAVAJOS.
By Thayer Scudder. (Philadelphia: Institute
for the Study ofHuman Issues, 1982. :xii +
202 pp., zllus., index. $17.50)
The Navajo-Hopi land dispute is one of
the most vexing issues in federal Indian
policy. The 1868 treaty with the Navajo
Tribe reserved some three million acres in
northern Arizona as the Navajo reservation.
Since then a series of statutes and executive
orders have expanded the reservation to
more than thirteen million acres, an area
larger than nine states and easily the largest
Indian reservation in the United States. The
Tribe's population has boomed, too, and
today there are more than 150,000 Navajo.
About 25% of all Indian land is Navajo.
More than 10% of all Indians are Navajo.
The Hopi reservation lies entirely within
the Navajo reservation, the only Indian
reservation located inside of another reservation . The so-called Join Use Area OUA),
almost two million acres, was established by
an 1882 executive order. The JUA surrounds the Hopi reservation, and was to be
shared by the two tribes. But the Hopi and
Navajo have traditionally been adversaries
and the ill-fated JUA has long been a burr
to both tribes . Congressional statutes of
1958 and 1974, along with several court
cases, led to division of the JUA between
the two tribes; tribal members living on the
land of the other tribe in the former JUA
are required to relocate to new lands. This
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forced relocation affects over five thousand
Navajo and almost a hundred Hopi , most of
whom are deeply traditional people.
Dr. Thayer Scudder, an eminent anthropologist, was commissioned by the Navajo
Tribe to study the effects of relocation on
the Navajo . In this respect, the book is a
valuable addition to the literature dealing
with Indians and forced government policy.
The study documents a range of psychological, medical and economic effects on relocatees . No Place To Go also details the
dislocation caused to the hosts of the
relocatees, for many relocatees must take up
new homes in small off-reservation communities or in other sectors of the already
crowded Navajo reservation . Scudder also
shows the true financial costs of relocation
and offers perceptive insights into the inadequacies of federal and tribal institutions
that have been set up to administer the
relocation.
No Place To Go draws upon Dr .
Scudder's research on mandatory relocation
in other nations and · offers a broad perspective by integrating the Navajo relocation into an international context . Surprisingly, however, the book does not draw
upon other relocations of Indian people in
the United States , such as at Fort Berthold
in North Dakota when the Garrison Dam
was constructed. Similarly, the author
makes no recourse to the rich literature concerning the BIA relocation program of the
1950s and 1960s. Still, most observers of Indian policy are likely to find this book's
analysis of relocation impacts on the Navajo
to be solid material .
But the study seeks to go further and in
those respects it fails-due in large part,
one suspects, to the fact that the study was
funded by the Navajo Tribe. The brief historical discussion of the JUA, included as
part of Chapter 3, is superficial; there is no
insight into the age-old pressures and emotions , shared by both tribes , that caused
Congress to search for a legislative solution
to the controversy. Delicate and complex
policy and legal issues are treated cursorily.
The portions of the book that make policy
recommendations amount to a brief for the
Navajo position. Ironically, this advocacy is
unnecessary and ultimately weakens the
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Navajo case; the facts , standing alone , make
a compelling argument against forced
relocation .
The conflict over the JUA is a prime example of how short-sighted federal policy of
another century can render tragic consequences for Indian people today . The
tragedy here is deepened because two tribes
are pitted against each other. No Place To
Go ably documents the effects of policy on
one of the tribes but fair-minded observers
will have to await further scholarship for a
balanced treatment of the policy alternatives.
Charles F. Wilkinson

Charles Wzlkinson is a Professor of Law at
the University of Oregon, where he has
taught since 1975. He is a member of the
Calzfornia, An:Zona and Oregon state bars.
He has published articles and books on both
federal Indian law and natural resources,
and was managing editor ofthe new edition
a/Felix S. Cohen 's Handbook of Federal Indian Law .

AN ACCOUNT OF A VOYAGE TO THE
NORTH WEST COAST OF AMERICA IN
1785 AND 1786. By Alexander Walker.
Edited by Robin Fisher and}. M. Bumsted.
(Vancouver/ Toronto : Douglas & Mcintyre;
Seattle: University of Washington Press,
1982. 319 pp ., portrait, vocabularies, maps,
zllus., notes, biblio. , index. $24.95)
Its title notwithstanding, this is a narrative of a voyage that did not reach the
Northwest coast until 1786. However, only
one sea-otter trading vessel is known to have
been there in 1785 and, because of the
author's scientific curiosity, this carefully
edited and annotated edition is a major new
addition to history. It is essential for
libraries and scholars concerned with the
subject , shedding light upon some questions previously unanswerable about initial
white-Native American contact. Particularly

welcome are details about the ordeal of
"Dr." John Mackay, left at Nootka Sound
over the winter of 1786-87.
A Scot, Alexander Walker (1764-1831)
shipped to Bombay at an early age and was
only twenty-one when he came to the North
Pacific as ensign on the Captain Cook, commanded by James Strange. After many years
of distinguished service in India, and
following a decade of retirement in his
homeland, Walker was appointed governor
of St. Helena, in the South Atlantic.
Throughout his career he was unusually
concerned to understand native cultures
among which he lived, and many of his
papers were intended for publication. This
narrative, in a clerk's hand, is the final version of rough drafts dated from 1813 to
1832. Lacking the original journal, sent to
England, the author reconstructed it from
notes, and it reflects some adulteration by
information available only in later years .
The manuscript came to light recently in six
hundred volumes of Walker's papers acquired in 1952 by the Scottish National
Library.
Walker's portrait (in later life), a sketch
map of Yuquot (Friendly Cove, Nootka
Sound), and his pencil sketch of some
Nootka artifacts will not be as prized as his
extensive vocabularies ofNootka and Prince
William's Sound. The Nootka vocabulary
stands today as the earliest extensive sample
of that language . In an appendix Barry
Carlson, John Thomas and Francis Charlie
have compiled a list ofWalker's terms, their
modern linguistic transcription and translation.
In my Flood Tide of Empire: Spain and

the Pacific Northwest Coast 1543 -1819
(Yale, 1973), pp. 376-79, I made no distinction between alimentary and ritual cannibalism on the northwest coast, and
Walker's editors take me to task (pp . 18 &
223 ). The modern opinions of Philip
Drucker, Christon Archer, and W. Arens
notwithstanding, some of the early
references to anthropophagy at Nootka are
so specific that consumption of human flesh
would appear to have occurred there, ritual
or not. Although Walker actually witnessed
human hands being eaten (pp . 81-83), at a
later date Mackay's opinions led Walker to

reevaluate the significance of what he had
seen (pp. 184-85). The issue doubtless will
continue to be debated.
Warren L. Cook

Warren Cook is a professor of history at
Castleton State College in Vermont.
Holding degrees from the Universidad de
San Marcos, Peru, and Yale University, he
has specialized in Andean history and
anthropology and Spanish explorations of
North America.

LOOKING FAR NORTH: THE HARRIMAN EXPEDITION TO ALASKA, 1899.
By William H. Goetzmann and Kay Sloan.

(Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1982. xxvi + 244 pp., zllus., appendix,
notes, index. $8.95)
In 1899 Edward H. Harriman was the rising mogul of the railroad age. On advice of
his physician, he took a vacation, and what
a vacation! He had a steamer refurbished,
took his personal entourage of fourteen,
and invited twenty-five scientists to join the
party for a cruise in Alaskan waters. Three
artists and two photographers were brought
along. There were sixty-five officers and
crew members . It is commonly thought that
Harriman was scouting a round-the-world
route for a rail-steamer service, but his
leisurely cruise in the Gulf of Alaska,
despite a quick visit to Siberia, does not fit
the reviewer's idea of where he would have
cruised if that had been his major purpose.
Westerners with amateur or professional
interests in the outdoors will meet old
friends in this volume: John Muir, John
Burroughs, William H . Brewer, Professor
William C. Ritter of the University of
California, and young Edward S. Curtis,
whose career as a photographer of Indians
was immensely forwarded by this opportunity. Scientists will recognize the names
of paleontologist William Healey Dall,
geologist Grove Karl Gilbert and others. Initial nominations of scientists were made by
C. Hart Merriam, chief of the U.S.
Biological Survey.

VOLUME XXVII I NUMBER 1

71

Harriman assigned each scientist to a
committee to organize the field work. The
many stops for collecting and observing
were made on the committees' recommendations. After a grueling day or two in the
field, the scientists returned to the S.S .
George W . Elder with its hot baths, thick
carpets, fine dinners and wines! Entertainment was provided in the evenings, much
of it consisting of talks by the scientists .
This was exploration deluxe.
This expedition, however, did constitute
an important reconnaissance . From it came
thirteen volumes edited by Merriam and
published by the Smithsonian Institution
with Harriman funds. The authors feel that
the most important contribution was made
by the geologist , Grove Karl Gilbert, who
came very close to achieving the concept of
plate tectonics as an explanation of vulcan ism and earthquakes.
The senior author , William H . Goetzmann of the University of Texas, is the
leading authority on nineteenth-century
scientific surveys of the American West.
Kay Sloan is an instructor in American
Studies at the same institution. The authors
are to be complimented on their successful
search for sources, printed and manuscript,
which have supplied colorful detail, but
maps should have been consulted more frequently. Multnomah Falls is on a creek
tributary to the lower Columbia River , not
on the Snake; Dutch Harbor is not on the
Alaska Peninsula, but on Unalaska Island.
From the literary style, the minor errors that
have crept in, and the nature of the
editorial comments, there is a strong
presumption that this is Sloan's doctoral
dissertation (I have checked Dissertation
Abstracts in vain), done under
Goetzmann's direction , to which his name
was added to attract attention.
John E. Caswell

A well-known figure in the ji"eld of Californza his-tory for many years, john E.
Caswell is emeritus professor of history at
Calzfornza State College, Stanislaus. Since
1979 Dr. Caswell has also served as chairman of the Calzfomia Hen"tage Preservation
Commission.
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DAYS OF VINTAGE, YEARS OF VISION .
By Midge Sherwood. (San Man·no, Califomza: Onzaba Publications, 1982. 509
pp., index. $27.50)
With this volume , distinguished by its
stunning title page as well as exhaustive index , Orizaba Publications has contributed a
significant addition to the Californiana collection. As the extensive annotation and list
of sources consulted indicate, former newswoman Midge Sherwood has created much
more than a chronicle of local history. She
has highlighted the lives of two civic leaders
against the broad panorama of national
events as well as local developments. Sherwood documents the faltering progress of
an improbable pueblo to the position of
leading metropolis, carrying what began as
a brief biography of James De Barth Shorb
into a major study spanning the continent
as well as the century.
Shorb's wide-ranging interests along with
the pioneering leadership of his colleague
and father-in -law, Los Angeles Charter
Mayor Benjamin D. Wilson, led Sherwood
to examine a broad spectrum of issues. Key
events are carefully developed and vividly
detailed from the author's careful study of
the local press. She recaptures the patriotic
panoply of 1876, continuing crises of
drought, drenching rain and stressful economic cycles, plus scourges of smallpox and
diphtheria. At the same time Sherwood
identifies links between national events and
partisan politics which fueled editorial skirmishes in the local press. Amidst political
railing, economic bustle and editorial
bristle, there are compelling characterizations of the protagonists as well as of Dr.
John Griffin, Phinneas Banning and others.
The Shorb and Wilson women remain
profiles defined by their confinements and
nervous indispositions, but this is no indication that the author has ignored the
presence of women. To the contrary, she has
taken a giant step in restoring to them a lost
history . Sherwood properly identifies
Eulalia Perez de Guillen as the grantee of
Rancho San Pascual , recognizes the many
services provided by such groups as the
Sisters of Charity, and shares quotable
observations generated by the many spirited
suffrage debates .

As to Shorb himself, Sherwood places
him squarely within "the days of vintage ."
Lake Vineyard Ranch contained 119,000
full-bearing vines in 1876 whose grapes
were used for the widely popular Mound
Vineyard wines, sold in the East as well as in
California. He was involved also in citriculture, tropical fruit propagation, real
estate development and even furniture
manufacturing.
With Wilson he shared a visionary's zeal
for the future of California's second city.
With Banning and others he saw it as the
future cosmopolitan leader of the Pacific.
To this end these emerging city leaders
formed the Chamber of Commerce, lobbied for federal assistance in developing the
harbor and, after Wilson's Congressional
triumph, made sure that the Southern
Pacific would come "by way of Los
Angeles.''
In this first volume of Days of Vintage,
Years of Vision Midge Sherwood has revealed herself to be not only a historical
journalist but also an insightful bard with a
compelling narrative style which sacrifices
neither accuracy nor artistry. Orizaba Publications, inspired by an Indian world for the
rising sun, has indeed cast new light upon
an important chapter of local history.
Gloria Ricci Lothrop

Professor Lothrop, history department,
Calzfornia State Polytechnic University,
Pomona, has published very actively.
Among her more recent works are ''Background Material for Backyard History: Resources in Calzfornia History,'' in Journal of
the California Council of Social Studies
(Spring 1983 ), and wzll soon publish
History of los Angeles Ethnics.

OAKLAND: THE STORY OF A CITY. By
Beth Bagwell. (Novato, CA: Presidio Press,
1982. xi + 292 pp., illus., notes, biblio.,
index. $16.95)
Beth Bagwell's Oakland: The Story of a
City is an accessible and satisfactory brief
history of the metropolis of the East Bay.
An Oakland journalist and preservationist,
she has examined a vast amount of primary
and secondary material to produce a highly
readable book which is attractively organized and filled with well-selected drawings
and photographs . The text begins with the
earliest encounters between Ohlone Indians
and colonizing whites of the Spanish era,
and ends with a brief reflection on Oakland's history since 1952.
Although this book seems to be intended
for the general reader, Bagwell's sketches of
certain facets of the Oakland past will
stimulate the curiosity of historians as well.
For example, a description of dormitories
built for white women workers of the Lusk
Canning Company in the 1880s, suggesting
a system based on the older Lowell model,
made me wish that the author had analyzed
the social organization of work at that cannery. Likewise, Bagwell's description of the
California Cotton Mills of the early twentieth century, depicting them as the industrial heart of a community of several hundred mill workers, is provocative.
But a general lack of attention to social
history in my opinion is one of the two main
shortcomings of this study. The author does
a good job of describing physical change
and institutional developments in industry,
education and city services . The city's
political history, at least prior to the 1940s,
is also covered adequately. Nevertheless,
the Oakland of which Bagwell writes was an
industrial city built around a heterogeneous
working class. Although the author does offer a brief section on the ethnic diversity of
the city's population, it is of uneven quality. Bagwell is most successful in describing
black life prior to the great migration of the
1940s and Chinese community building in
the late nineteenth century.
The second shortcoming is the fact that
far too little attention is given to the postWorld War II era. The author, remarking
on the difficulties of writing the history of
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one's own time, offers instead a "kaleidoscopic view'' of Oakland in the 1980s. Unfortunately, that view obscures more than it
reveals. The author remarks that Oakland
"suffered through many of the same urban
crises that afflicted other cities," but it is
not a sufficient explanation for Oakland.
For example, there were anti-war protests in
many cities during the 1960s, but rarely
were they repressed as severely as in
Oakland.
It is commendable that Beth Bagwell
writes of Oakland with an obvious love and
respect for its history. Her book should serve
as a point of departure for those who wish to
explore the Oakland past. However, since
Oakland· The Story of a City lacks a strong
interpretive framework, Bagwell's history is
more of description of institutions and
events than an exercise in understanding
the dynamics of life over time in this very
interesting city.
Charles Zappia

Charles Zappia, a lecturer in history at San
Francisco State University and an acting instructor and doctoral candidate at the University ofCalzfornia, Berkeley, specializes in
U.S. social, ethnic and labor history.

PORTUGUESE IMMIGRANTS: THE CENTENIAL STORY OF THE PORTUGUESE
UNION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. By Carlos Almeida. (San Leandro: Supreme Counctf of U.P.E. C.,
1982. x + 279 pp., zllus., appendices,
biblz"o., index. No price.)
Portuguese Immigrants by Carlos
Almeida, director, Freitas Library of the
Uniao Portuguesa do Estado da California,
(UPEC), is primarily a history of the activities and accomplishments of the Portuguese community in Northern California. It
includes also some chapters on the overall
migratory trend of Azorian Portuguese to
California via whaling routes around the
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Strait of Magellan. Of particular interest to
the general reader are chapters dedicated to
the Hawaiian interlude and sagas of whaling ships .
Almeida has done a thorough job of researching statistical data pertaining to the
migration, settlements and occupations of
Luso-Americans. His narrative is peppered
with anecdotes, no doubt garnered from
newspaper accounts, but the greater story is
that of the fraternal movement in California. Almeida gives a step-by-step account of the hard work, cooperative effort
and organization needed for success . From a
small nucleus of virtually illiterate immigrants came one of the largest and most
successful fraternal -insurance groups in
California.
Those interested in the infrastructure of
the Luso-American community in California will find Almeida's book necessary. It
abounds with reports on lavish UPEC events
and activities, attended by the surrounding
community, including films, cultural exhibitions and solemn ceremonies of various
kinds, all of which confirm the notion of a
happy and self-sufficient society. Also of interest are many documents, articles and
proclamations reproduced in the book.
Although subject to certain lapses, the
Portuguese have a strong sense of charity
toward their fellow man, especially in regard to the less fortunate of their homeland. Almeida includes various accounts
showing this. Volcanic eruptions in the
Azores, earthquakes and other disasters
sparked massive fund drives and shipments
of relief.
The book also documents PortugueseAmerican civic participation which often
put Luso-Americans in touch with the
greater non -Portuguese community .
Almeida proudly points to UPEC's contributions to the Panama Pacific Exposition
and the Portuguese pavilions in the expositions of 1915 and 1940, among others. Also
worth mentioning is the unveiling in San
Leandro of the Monument to the Portugese
Immigrant which was primarily the work of
UPEC. Many pages of Portuguese Immigrants are dedicated to biographies of
more than eighty presidents in the history
of the organization.

Some may cnttClze Portuguese Immigrants because its primary focus is the activities and accomplishments of one fraternal organization. However, in all fairness,
each piece of the mosaic of Luso-American
history is needed in order to see the greater
picture of the Portuguese presence in California . I believe that Carlos Almeida has
contributed a valuable and necessary work
of history.
Fausto Avendano

Fausto Avendano, professor of Spanish and
Portuguese in Calzfornia State University,
Sacramento, is associate editor of Explicacion de textos literarios. Author ofvarious
articles on Portuguese Americans, he is also
director of the annual Portuguese Literary
Contest, sponsored by the Luso-American
Education Foundation .

FROM ITALY TO SAN FRANCISCO, THE
IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE. By Dina
Cine/. (Stanford, CA: Stanford University
Press, 1982. vzi + 347 pp. , zflus., biblio. ,
index. $25. 00)
This book is a model for all writers of immigration history- objective, balanced and
well-documented- and demonstrates that
quantitative history can be readable and
understandable. Drawing from a sample of
two thousand families who emigrated to
San Francisco from the northern and
southern provinces of Italy between 1850
and 1930, Dino Cine!, associate professor of
history at Tulane University, examines three
generations of immigrant experience in
both Italy and California.
The immigrants' backgrounds influenced
virtually every aspect of their lives: residence
and occupation (with people from their own
communes, and at the same jobs as in the
old country, if possible); marriage (preferably to a fellow villager, if at all); raising
families (strictly ; with more children if from
the south, fewer if from the north); intentions (to return to Italy with a fortune as

soon as possible); and attitudes toward
strange Italians and other foreigners
(suspicious).
For many years, immigration to San Francisco was like an endless chain- new arrivals
were relatives or friends of earlier ones,
while the earlier ones returned to Italy hoping to buy land with accumulated savings.
These returnees often got back on the chain
after finding land was not available, or the
political ideas and economic expectations
they acquired in the New World did not
make Italy as wonderful as they remembered. Mutual aid societies, once reluctantly
established as a necessity, hastened
awareness of the advantages of cooperating
with other Italians; campanzlismo yielded to
provincialism, and that to regionalism
(north vs . south) . Even after nationhood for
Italy was an accepted fact, advocates of
monarchy argued with proponents of a
republic as if this were a vital issue to San
Franciscans. Ties to the homeland continued strong through World War II, and
were encouraged by Italian authorities who
seemed more interested in a continuing
cash flow from California than in repatriation. A number of middle-class San Francisco Italian-Americans supported fascism,
which they believed offered stability and recognition.
Thus, Americanization was a slow, footdragging process for many in the first
generation; conversely, their offspring overcame most ethnic handicaps more rapidly
than many non -Italians. As Cine!
remarks ,'' ... the occupational status of
Italian immigrants was so low that their
children could go nowhere but up." A
goodly number of those immigrants,
especially those from the northern provinces, did very well, however, for instance
Marco Fontana (Del Monte brand),
Domenico G hirardelli (chocolate),
Giuseppe DiGiorgio (fruit growing) and
Amadeo Giannini (Bank of America) .
This study, an outgrowth of the author's
Stanford University dissertation, represents
extensive research in Italy as well as the
United States. San Francisco parish death
registers were analyzed by computer, and
birth, marriage and naturalization records,
as well as the Italian Welfare Agency's files,
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were all examined. There was extensive use
of Italian and U.S. census publications,
together with official statistical repons, consular correspondence, newspaper accounts,
and numerous secondary sources. The
author reviewed the 1900 U.S. census
manuscript censuses; consulting the 1860,
1870 and 1880 schedules might have provided more information on household (as
distinguished from family) composition. It
would be helpful to know more about the
first two generations' Americanization processes and the latter's schooling (parochial
vs. public). Reminiscences might have been
more extensive; for example, how do two illiterate bootblacks save $700 in 1906 and
1907, when the prevailing wage for unskilled workers must have been less than ten
cents an hour? But these are minor complaints. Each chapter is neatly summarized,
with rational conclusions drawn from the
evidence, and there is a good and useful
bibliographical essay. The volume is
meticulously printed and illustrated- a
credit to both the publisher and author. We
shall look forward to further studies from
both.
Frederick G . Bohme

Frederick Bohme is a doctoral graduate of
the University of New Mexico and is currently chief of the History Census staff at
the U.S. Bureau of the Census. Dr. Bohme
has published extensively in the field of
Italian and Portuguese immigration.

SAN FRANCISCO'S HALLINAN:
TOUGHEST LAWYER IN TOWN. By
james P. Walsh. (Novato: Presidio Press,
1982. vi+ 270pp., zllus. $14.95)
For many readers this book will stir
memories of a man whose exploits either
outraged or supported their sense of justice
and patriotism. For those not familiar with
the name and deeds of Vincent Hallinan,
probably because they were too young to
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participate in the widespread debates about
his conduct during the turbulent 1950s and
1960s, this book will introduce them to one
of America's most unique and powerful
personalities.
The title of the book may be somewhat
misleading because it can be interpreted to
mean that Hallinan's activities were limited
to the practice of law in San Francisco .
Nothing could be further from the truth,
for his interests were global. For example,
the book describes his campaign as the 1952
Progressive presidential candidate, his sympathy with world communism during the
McCarthy investigations, his efforts at national prison reform after serving two terms
of imprisonment for contempt of court and
income tax evasion, his promotion of
Castro's Cuba, his presence at the trial of
U-2 pilot Francis Gary Powers in Moscow,
and his protest of the Vietnam War
wherever he could speak and march. But his
most memorable feats were performed in
the courtrooms around the San Francisco
Bay. The author has skillfully combined a
sample of trials and incidents in the life of
Vincent Hallinan to -clearly- and, at times,
sensationally- portray Hallinan's wide
range of talents and personal commitments.
Dr. Walsh presents- in an exciting and
easily read style- important insights about
a highly controversial and poorly understood period in the history of the west coast
and the United States . For this reason alone
the book is recommended to a wide audience. However, it is more than a historical
biography. The book is a primer for both
new and experienced trial attorneys, for it
contains proven advice and techniques that
have been developed and tested by
Hallinan during more than sixty years of defending such unpopular persons as Harry
Bridges and of challenging corrupt officials
and the injustice of our legal system.
If the book has any deficiency, it might
be that it does not contain more episodes ·in
the extraordinary life of Vincent Hallinan.
Some readers will be left with a feeling of
disappointment (as I was) when they finish
the book because their desire to know more
about Hallinan and his remarkable family
will not be completely satisifed. Perhaps

that is the best test of a book-its ability to
stimulate interest and further study!
Charles A. Tracy

Charles A . Tracy is professor of administration ofjustice and urban studies in Portland State University, Portland, Oregon.
His experience, training and historical interests are primarzfy in the area of criminal
justice.

THE CABLE CAR IN AMERICA. By
George W . Hzfton . (San Diego: HowellNorth Books, 1982. 484 pp. , zllus., biblio.,
index. $30.00)
San Francisco 's quaint and , to some, archaic cable car system is undergoing a
20-month, $58.2 million renovation. This
system, appreciated today more as a tourist
attraction than as transportation, is a
3.6-mile remnant of the 360 miles of cable
railway installed in the United States between 1873 and 1913 . George Hilton's The
Cable Car in Amerzca, originally published
in 1971 and now reissued with modest revisions, is an encompassing survey of the
cable railway phenomenon and is the essential source for anyone interested in the subject.
The growing American cities of the midnineteenth century required efficient transportation. Coaches and omnibus-type
vehicles lacked adequate capacity . Horsecars, smoother-riding and with several times
the capacity of an omnibus, were an improvement, and by 1865 horse-drawn street
railways were proliferating. But dependence
on animals for propulsion had serious disadvantages, economic as well as humane.
By the early 1870s many were experimenting with mechanical or electrical substitutes for the horse. Andrew S. Hallidie,
an Englishman manufacturing wire rope in
San Francisco, conceived of a continuous
subterranean cable powered by steam to
pull the cars . This system, not purely

original with Hallidie, was first applied
practically on his Clay Street Hill Railroad
in 1873. It was a financial success, and by
1880 five cable railway lines were operating
in the city. Cable railways, though considerably more complex than horsecar lines, were
clearly an improvement over any other
system then available. Transit operators
quickly appreciated this , and cable mileage
hit its maximum of 305 . 1 miles in 1893 . It
immediately began to decline as the
superiority of Frank Sprague's electric street
car became manifest. San Francisco's system
is the last remnant of once widespread cable
technology.
George W. Hilton, a professor of
economics at UCLA, has written a substantial , heavily illustrated book. The first section covers in detail the history and technology of the cable railway movement. This
is followed with summary histories, maps
and pictures of all cable installations in the
United States. Although titled The Cable
Car in Amerz·ca, foreign lines are given more
than passing attention . A bibliography and
full index round out the work.
Hilton 's approach is unsentimental , but
a fondness for cable cars is evident . He
freely acknowledges his fascination with the
complex mechanics of cable traction and has
used this as his point of departure in writing
a nicely balanced history combining technical understanding and astute economic
analysis. The cable car is viewed not as an
end in itself, but as a step in the evolution
of public transportation. Hilton does not
bemoan the eclipse of cable railways by electric cars, indeed , the book is dedicated to
the memory ofFrank Sprague .
I personally wish the reissue of this book
had been delayed to permit the inclusion of
the reconstruction work presently underway
in San Francisco, for this is truly the next
chapter in the history of the cable car. That
notwithstanding, it is good to have The
Cable Car in Amerzca back in print.
Walter P. Gray, III

Walter Gray is an expert on raz!road history
and history of technology, employed at the
California State Raz!road Museum in Sacramento.
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UNDER THE MOUNTAIN. By Molly Flagg
Knudtsen. (Reno: University of Nevada
Press, 1982. xii + 130 pp ., zllus. $10.50)
"If you want to bake your own bread,
there's no use being modern about it ."
That statement has an authoritative, crochety, Henry David Thoreau ring to it, and it's
at the heart of Under The Mountain, by
Molly Flagg Knudtsen. Her book is rich
with anecdotes and history and love of one
place on earth, the enormous country
around Austin, in central Nevada. It glows
with love of people who gravitate to such a
place, who are indeed interested in baking
their own bread and doing life their own
way.
Early on we learn about a man named
Peter Etcheverry, riding after cattle in the
icicle cold of late November: ''The solidary
horseman sat straight and spare on his lean
roan horse, impervious alike to weather and
companionship. His face was stern and
somber~ and the clothes he wore were
somber too. Levi's and Levi jumper, heavy
leather chaps stained almost black with use ,
boots well worn, and dark felt hat pulled
over one eye. The only touch of color about
his person was, tied around his throat, a
scrap of purple silk, gay and incongruous on
that bleak winter day as a snatch of song. ''
He was known as Black Pete, "and as Black
Pete he will be remembered.'' And he was
an old eagle, as Knudtsen says, riding
alone. ''The man who rides alone carries a
heavy burden, a burden that must with advancing years become intolerable . '' When
he died, the ranch people he knew carried
few flowers to his grave. "No flowers for
Black Pete . We bury him the way he lived,
with a bottle of whiskey and a sprig of
sage!''
Molly Knudtsen tells of coming to Black
Pete's world as a young woman from the
east, quite British after some years in London, who married a Scotch-Irish Nevada
rancher . She details for us the slow process
of coming to intimacy with a place which in
the beginning must have seemed impossibly strange and distant from the expectations of her life . "Strange things are hidden in the interior of Nevada, and strangest
of all are the great country houses built
there by a generation of dreamers now
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gone, as mirages fade at night over the dry
lakes.''
She lived in such a house , built with
money from the early mines, until it burned, and went out from it to the great landforms of basin and range which went on so
endlessly, and found signs of people who
had been there before her-arrowheads,
pieces of blue pottery left by Chinese who
came to the mines, a fine humorous history
of eccentricity- all because she stopped and
she looked. Which gets us back to Thoreau,
and the value of living centered in one
place . This is an engrossing book. As she
says, "These stories are not history,
meticulously researched and documented
and wrung dry of flesh and blood. These are
stories that neighbors and family tell, where
fact grows just a little larger than life . This is
the stuff of legend.'' And it is stuff of enormous worth , because it reminds us to stop
and examine the life in our particular place,
in its details , and that such life is
everything. History begins in these stories .
William Kittredge

Wzlliam Kittredge, recipient of the Stegner
Fellowship at Stanford University, has
published works including We Are Not in
This Together (Greywolf Press, May 1984),
The Van Gogh Field, and " Natural
Causes," American West (Sep. 1983).

NATURE AND MADNESS. By Paul
Shepard. (San Francisco: Sierra Club Books,
1982. xii + 178pp., notes, index. $15.95)
Despite the work of champions of
ecology, nothing has really changed .
Humanity stubbornly persists in suicidal
tendencies of habitat destruction . Paul
Shepard , one of ecology's foremost champions, not only gives credence to this admission but also uses it as catalyst for his
newest work, Nature and Madness . Instead
of a eulogy on failures of environmentalism,
Shepard treats us to an enlightening, if not
frightening , examination of why we appear

unwilling, or perhaps unable, to alter our
destructive relationship with nature.

Nature and Madness is not the first exploration into origins of our ecol?i?i~al
crisis, but it is perhaps the best. InqulSl.uve
authors, propelled by the same frustrations
that haunt Shepard, have searched for
culpability through meticulous exami~a~ion
of our cultural inventory from rehgrous
philosophy to technology . In lieu of the traditional approaches, Shepard cleverly ap plies psychological theory t~ our environmental predicament and drscove~s w~ere
the problem rests-in our own r~paued
psychological development ~ m?r.v~du~s.
As a collective whole, our entire crvrlrzauon
is thus neurotic, and a cruel manifestation
of this neurosis is immature resentment and
brutal treatment of nature. Shepard
deliberately expands the traditional concerns of psychohistory (a perspective .usually
applied to famous individuals) to mclude
culture . He argues convincingly that our
culture has ''fallen'' into a condition of preadolescence. The behavioral outgrowth of
this state of mind is infantile resentment
and destructive impulses for Mother
Nature.
In the fashion of a psychoanalyst holding
that mental illness often originates in the
cradle of childhood, Shepard retraces
human cultural development back to the
cradle of Western Civilization, where our
long march into collective neurosis begins.
The revolutionary invention of agriculture in Mesopotamia is singled out by
Shepard as the most psychologically crippling of all accumulated processes accounting for our "fall" or estrangement from
the natural world. As a cultural process,
domestication proved to be the springboard
to civilization but in turn served irretrievably to separate the individual, and ultimately civilization, from a harm?ni?us
relationship with nature. Domesucauon
would force the farmer to alter and associate
with only a minute segment of nature, declaring the remaining undomesticated vastness as the opposition . The repercussions of
this new defining duality spread to every
aspect of culture. Things began to be
judged: in the community or out, weeds or

crops, useful or worthless . Limited by a perspective based upon duality, Western Man
was unable to come to terms satisfactorily
with the unaltered world, a requirement
considered absolutely essential by Shepard
for complete psychological maturation.
While monitoring the psychological ''development" of Western Civilization as it
spread northwestward into Europe, Shep~d
evaluates additional processes whrch
sharpen our estrangement . During this
evaluation some of the most touted achievements of Western Civilization are seen as
originating in a tragic perspective of man
against nature. In the nurturing hearth of
the desert, defined as the breeder of
''fanatic ideology,'' we have the birth of
Christianity which at best relegates the environment to a neutral , meaningless stage .
Even the Western idea of history, whose
central theme is the rejection of habitat, is
unable to escape Shepard's piercing
analysis.
The benefits of Shepard's work are enormous. However, like an individual under
therapy , readers must face numerous unsettling facts about our culture and ourselves.
As a consequence the ultimate premium of
Nature and Madness will be realized by the
disciplined reader who is concerned with
origins and delights in a skillful discourse.
The occasional hurdle presented by
Shepard's exceptional vocabulary and
powerful oratory is small hindrance in view
of his refreshing insights and thoughtprovoking ideas about our cultural origins
and the future of the planet.
William L. Preston

Dr. Preston is assistant professor of
geography, Calzfornia Polytechnic State
University, San Luis Obispo, with research
interests in climatology, comparative
cultures and historical geography. His recent book, Vanishing Landscapes: Land and
Life in the Tulare Lake Basin, and other
writings, have been praised widely .
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THE ANNALS OF STANISLAUS COUNTY. VOL. 1: RIVER TOWNS AND FERRIES . (By I.N. "jack " Brotherton. (Santa
Cruz, CA : Western Tanager Press, 1982. xiv
+ 180pp. , zflus., biblio., index. $22.95)
This book covers the history of every
settlement site on the San Joaqu(n, Stanislaus and Tuolumne rivers that surround
Stanislaus County. Many of the locations
have completely disappeared because of
changes in the rivers or the building of
railroads and highways. This is especially
/
true of those on the San Joaqum . Because
all roads led to ferries, the early roads of the
area are well defined and a valuable byproduct of this work.
Each site is dealt with individually from
beginning to demise or current status . This
piecemeal composition makes it difficult for
the reader to get an overall, comprehensive
picture of a particular event that affected
many sites. This is done only briefly in the
introduction.
Although general readers may find this
book tedious , it will be appreciated by
historians and students looking for obscure
sites and documenting events in history of
the area . This is a credible , welldocumented, well-indexed piece and
should be in every California history
reference library .
Olive Davis

Olive Davis is a local author I historian who
has held offices in both San ]oaqum County
and Stockton historical organizations. She is
the author of the Slow Tired and Easy Railroad, numerous local history articles, and is
under contract for a history of Stockton
which will be published in 1984.
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THE DIARIES OF DAVID LAWRENCE
GREGG: AN AMERICAN DIPLOMAT IN
HAWAII, 1853-1858. Pauline King, ed.
(Honolulu: Hawazian Historical Society,
1982. 650pp., zflus. , notes, index. $25 .00)
Some diaries are worth publishing, and
some aren't. These are, although they have
already been mined for much of their
worth, most notably by Gavin Daws in
Shoal of Time . But for the scholar who does
not have access to the Archives of Hawaii,
David Gregg's diaries offer a fascinating
glimpse of nineteenth-century diplomacy in
Hawaii. Gregg was United States commissioner to the Kingdom of Hawaii from 1853
to 1858. The published diaries end at that
point , although he remained in the islands
as minister of finance for the Hawaiian
king . His diaries read like a voice out of the
past, reflecting an urbane, articulate view of
Hawaii in the mid-fifties .
At that time , King Kamehameha III gave
most of his attention to foreign relations- primarily with France, Great Britain
and the United States-and Gregg was in
the thick of the action . Enthusiasm for
American democratic ideals had peaked
with the new constitution of 1852, just prior
to Gregg's arrival, but machinations of
Americans in the kingdom made the king
fear that the government would be overthrown. Preferring a negotiated annexation
to a takeover, he instructed Foreign Minister
Robert C. Wyllie to engage Gregg in secret
talks. Although the annexation never took
place, the events surrounding the negotiations for it furnish valuable insights to the
period.
The details of daily life are repetitious
and make the diaries difficult to read
straight through, but rewards await the
researcher who persists through the lists of
social engagements and rituals of the resident diplomats. Men such as Wyllie and
General William Miller, Britain's consul
general , come alive, and Gregg 's anecdotes
about Hawaiian royalty and chiefs add up to
colorful character sketches.
Gregg writes also of a great many people
who lived and visited in Hawaii, so scholars
looking for tidbits about such people would
welcome a more complete and accurate index. In the text there are unexplained

references to events-often a problem in
diaries; such references baffle readers not
intimately familiar with the subject.
Gregg tells us about Hawaiians, but the
diaries also say something about Gregg
himself. Historians have assumed that the
Catholic Gregg was anti-missionary. In fact,
he writes of the Calvinists, ''so far as I can
see, their conduct is exemplary and
proper,'' -although he also finds them
rigid and uncompromising. The fact that in
this era he admired the Hawaiians, whom
his contemporaries often looked down upon
as an inferior race, indicates his
sophisticated outlook. These diaries, penned just when Americans were inundating
the West Coast, should remind us of that
time when the United States began to
realize it faces the Pacific as well as the
Atlantic Ocean.
Carole Hicke

Carole Hicke, a consulting historian in San
Francisco, also edits the newsletters of the
Western Association of Women Historians
and the Coordinating Committee for
Women in the Historical Profession.

THE BETRAYAL OF LILIUOKALANI:
LAST QUEEN OF HAWAII, 1838-1917.
By Helena G. Allen. (Glendale: Arthur H.
Clark Co., 1982. 432 pp., illus., notes,
biblio., index. $19.95)
Liluo Loloku Walania Kamakaeha scorned the name by which the world knew her,
Liliuokalani, given her by her brother, King
Kalakaua, when she became heir-apparent
to the Hawaiian throne in 1877. It was, she
declared, "no name at all," by which she
meant it had no meaning in the Hawaiian
language. This was a painful misnomer indeed for one whose major goal as monarch
was to restore Hawaiians' pride in their
culture and respect for their traditions. But,
as Helena Allen's biography reveals, this
was only one of many burdens Liliuokalani

bore throughout her life, a life that reflects
her nation's diminished ability to control its
own destiny during the nineteenth century.
Born in 1838, Liliuokalani grew up at a
time when her lofty status meant increasingly less in the daily affairs of the Hawaiian
people. Since the 1820s, foreign merchants
and missionaries had begun to dominate
Hawaii's economy and society, altering its
political and legal structures to conform
better to their needs. The foreigners had
brought with them western diseases to
which the Hawaiians had no immunity, and
the indigenous population plummetted
from 300,000 to 40,000 by the time of
Liliuokalani's birth. As Allen observes, this
decline in political power and population
meant that she grew up in an "elite of
Hawaiians but not of Hawaii." (p . 69)
Her generation, then, was forced to
recognize that their lives and prospects were
fundamentally different from those of their
parents. Nowhere is this more clear than in
the education Liliuokalani received at the
missionary-run Royal School between
1843-1848. The royal children were schooled in two languages and two sharply different religious perspectives, a bicultural experience that had devastating ramifications.
They did not know to which world they belonged, and their confusion had public
consequences : neither Hawaiian traditions
nor Victorian piety effectively prepared
Liliuokalani and her peers for those
foreigners who ruthlessly ignored both and
seized power from Liliuokalani and her people in 1893. This coup d'etat, Allen argues,
was an inevitable, if tragic, result of the arrival of foreigners in Hawaii.
As the title of Helena Allen's biography
-The Betrayal ofLzliuokalani- suggests,
Allen is a staunch defender of Hawaiian
culture and a sharp critic of its haole
(foreign) despoilers. Alas, her impassioned
defense loses much of its force due to sloppy
writing and awkward grammar. She is also
too willing to stretch the historical
significance of some of her arguments.
Allen notes in the introduction, for example, that Liliuokalani 's foster daughter
granted her extensive interviews which
formed the basis of the biography and
revealed a "startlingly different" (p. 17)
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view of the course of Hawaiian history. Yet
the rest of the book does not bear this out.
Its major themes are those outlined by the
standard historians , and even Allen's important contribution, illuminating Liliuokalani 's perspective on events, serves to
reinforce rather than to overthrow present
historiography .
In her effort to redress the wrongs of the
past, however, Allen confronts the once
prevailing racist stereotypes of Hawaiian
character, and presents a portrait of Liliuokalani that is particularly effective. The
monarch emerges as a complex being, one
who knew love , laughter and despair. She
understood that historical forces had altered
Hawaii beyond recognition but, paradoxically, continually wondered what she had
done ''so wrong ... to lose my country for
my dear people. " (p. 395) Unfortunately
this sensitive approach Allen takes to Liliuokalani 's personality is missing in her portrayal of the foreigners in Hawaii, who
emerge as cardboard characters, lacking
psychological depth and human feeling .
While Helena Allen has deepened our
understanding of Liliuokalani , she has not
given us a complete picture of the world in
which the Queen moved .
Char Miller

Char Mzller, of Trinity University , is an expert in Hawazian history. The author of the
book Fathers and Sons : The Bingham Family and the American Mission, he is presently
further researching American missionaries
in the Pacific.

A PASSION FOR FREEDOM: THE LIFE
OF SHARLOT HALL. By Margaret F. Maxwell. (Tucson : The University of Arizona
Press, 1982. x + 234 pp ., zllus. , notes,
biblio. , index. $17.50)
Margaret Maxwell's meticulous and exhaustively researched biography of Sharlot
Hall is a welcome addition to historical
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literature on women in the West. Hall
proves to be a fascinating subject. Born in
1870 on the Kansas frontier to a schoolteacher mother and latter-day Jacksonian
father hostile to ''fine talk ,'' Hall migrated
with her family to Arizona Territory in 1881
where she had little formal education and
soon began a life of demanding physical
labor, first mining and then ranching.
Despite her circumstances, Hall as a
young woman wrote poetry, stories and articles about Arizona , and soon gained
significant attention as a writer. Maxwell
has located over five hundred published
pieces by Hall. Charles Lummis became her
mentor and encouraged her to collect and
preserve Arizona history. Hall was named
Territorial Historian in 1909, the first
woman to hold office in Arizona.
Her term in office was marked by extensive travel and collection of historical
materials, but ended with Arizona's statehood in 1912. Hall's mother died that year,
an event which initiated more than a decade
of semi-seclusion at the family ranch. Caring for her obstreperous father and overseeing ranch duties, Hall was struck with
the recurrence of a chronic spinal ailment
and succumbed to depression and inertia.
After her father's death in 1924 she em barked on her final career- restoration and
preservation of the original territorial governor 's mansion, and establishment of a
museum for artifacts and documents she
had collected throughout her life . The
Sharlot Hall Museum in Prescott consists of
the mansion, the museum and other
restored buildings, and is at once her monument and her legacy to Arizona.
Hall never married, presumably as a
consequence of seeing her mother's bitter
submission to an ignorant husband . Her
observation of others' marriages and childbearing experiences on the frontier also led
her to renounce marriage. She was a gifted
woman who marched to her own drumbeat
and resisted convention all her life.
While Margaret Maxwell concisely synthesizes many sources of Hall's biography
and illuminates her subject's inner life, the
book falls short in the historical analysis
necessary to place Hall in the context of

women's history. Many quesuons are
unanswered.
How do we evaluate Hall's distinction?
Was she the eccentric woman so far removed from the rest of her sex that she operated
under different rules? Was it because she
grew up on the frontier that she had the opportunity to break with convention and excel in writing and historic perservation? Or
is local historic preservation a woman's field
somewhat akin to recording births and
deaths in the family Bible? Maxwell fails to
explore such issues.
So, too, the author leaves unanswered
questions about Hall's feminist consciousness. Clearly Hall viewed men with
some chariness, according to a number of
quotations from her writings. Still, she did
not renounce men and live in an all-female
society as many nineteenth-century career
women did. What was Hall's relationship to
the women's movement and the suffrage
campaign? One footnote mentions a suffrage letter, but nothing is written about
Hall's advocacy of feminist causes.
These are some areas Maxwell might have
attempted to analyze. She has written instead what Gerda Lerner calls "compensatory" history, the history of a female
notable. As compensatory history it is very
good and we need more of such work in
order to achieve a synthesis of women's
history in the West.
Bonnie L. Ford

Bonnie L. Ford is currently an instructor of
U.S. history at Sacramento City College,
Sacramento . She is working on her Ph.D.
dissertation, "Women, Marriage and
Divorce in Calzfornia, 1849-72," at the
University ofCalzfornia at Davis.

MORMON WOMEN SPEAK. Mary
Lythgoe Bradford, ed. (Salt Lake City,
Utah: Olympus Publishing Company,
1982. 237 pp. $9.95)
The word which most describes this collection of twenty-four essays, Mormon

Women Speak, is earnest. Written in
response to a writing contest sponsored by
the Morman journal Dialogue , the essays
are confessional in content and serious in
tone . Most of the authors are Anglo, are
educated and many have written for varied
Mormon publications. All are citizens of the
United States, more than half residents of
Utah . All are middle class, most are married
and mothers.
These women write about racism, sexism,
the nuclear threat, birth and death, and efforts to reconcile the realities of life in the
twentieth century with commitment to the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.
Some confess their struggles with the myths
and mechanisms of this patriarchical, conservative American religion ; all affirm their
faith in its theology.
The words most often used by these
authors are "joy" and "self." The authors
find joy in their religious beliefs , joy in their
church work, joy in their families. But many
are troubled that to find joy in themselves is
to be considered selfish . Many admit that
fulfilling the supposed women's role of selflessness is difficult, perhaps unfairly
burdensome, and may involve a loss of selfidentity, self-esteem and self-confidence.
The Mormon Church was one of the most
effective opponents of the Equal Rights
Amendment, prevailing not only in Utah
and the surrounding states of the Mormon
West, but also in Missouri, Florida and
elsewhere. In recent years the Mormon
Church and affiliated presses have published a plethora of books, mostly by male
authors, prescribing proper behavior for
women , prescriptions which seem determined to resurrect Victorian ideals of
nineteenth-century WASP America.
Counsel from Mormon Church officals to
women advising them not to work for pay
outside the home has increased dramatically
in the last decade . Recent surveys indicate
that the majority of Mormon women agree
that their '' place is in the home .'' But Mormon Women Speak is directed towards that
minority of Mormon women who believe
their place is wherever they choose to make
it. It provides assurances to Mormon women
who work outside the home , out of necessity and interest. It is a counter to church
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prescriptions for women's behavior and attitudes, a counter which is thoughtful but
· not threatening, affirmative rather than
angry.
In Mormon circles this collection may
seem radical; for outside observers this is
pretty tame stuff. Though the appeal of this
book will be to few, some of the essays , such
as those by Stark, Beecher, Dushku, Forrester, Johnson and Ritchie deserve a wider
audience, and the collection is a glimpse into a world of women of faith .
Kathryn L. MacKay

Kathryn MacKay is on the staff of the
American West Center in the University of
Utah, Salt Lake City.

PECKINPAH: A PORTRAIT IN MONTAGE . By Garner Simmons. (Austin:
UniversityofTexasPress, 1982. 308pp., zllus. $17.95)
Sam Peckinpah has always been a
curious, exciting and enigmatic director
who frequently achieved the lyricism and
raw poetry of John Ford, and the gutsiness
of Sam Fuller, without ever quite matching
the consistency of either. Also like those two
directors, he disliked the intellectual
phonies who sought to analyze all the life
out of movies, and partly out of a defense
mechanism to hold such interviewers at bay,
though also very largely because of his own
nature (quixotic, pixieish and often downright abrasive) he invariable threw out a
kind of shield to ward off too close an inspection of his work. Thus writers seeking to
interview him (and I was one of those victims once) could find him intelligent but
deliberately unreliable, or so rambling and
obtuse that he seemed to be either
hallucinating or verging on senility! It may
have been the premature adoption of this
pose that aborted Peckinpah's career.
At the time of Ride The High County he
seemed about to revitalize the Western in
the same way that Preston Sturges revitaliz ed screwball comedy in the early 1940s.
Quite certainly it remains his masterpiece,
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even allowing for the incredibly felicitous
matching of script to the personas of the agingJoel McCrea and Randolph Scott. To say
that Peckinpah's career was "aborted" is
perhaps unduly strong, considering the
merits of many of the films that followed,
but certainly he never maintained the promise nor the momentum provided by that
early film .
The good news about this book is that
while its title suggests an ultra-academic
and perhaps even structuralist approach, it
is anything but that. The titular use of the
world ''montage'' is purely and simply in
its filmic sense; the book is an over-all impression, and a highly readable and reliable
one, gained from interviews with many of
Peckinpah's colleagues: businessmen, stars,
writers, producers and other directors. Once
in awhile one gets the impression that Sam
is being whitewashed just a little by the excision of available material, but one never
has cause to doubt the truth of what is
there. Author Simmons (a television and
movie writer himself) clearly knows his
movies and his Hollywood, and approaches
them with that kind of love-hate relationship (loving the end product when it is
good, often hating the methods that made
it possible) which is only fully understandable to persons who have worked on the
production side in Hollywood. It's easygoing in style, yet thoroughly authoritative
and extremely well documented . One
would have liked some more critical comment from Simmons' point of view on the
films themselves since he has so well
documented their conception, labor pains
and the problems of delivery . Perhaps that's
an unfair criticism , since that wasn't the
kind of book that Simmons was writing.
But Simmons' writing does have such a
pleasant lack of pomposity that it would
have been valuable to have his no-nonsense
style extended to a survey of the ultimate
worth of the whole body of Peckinpah's
work. Then we'd have had the truly
definitive work on Peckinpah. Because it
isn't quite that, doesn't prevent it from still
being the best book on Peckinpah that
there is. Highly recommended .
William K. Everson

Wzlliam Everson is the author of many
books and articles on the history and
criticism offilm . A professor in the Cinema
Studies Department, New York University,
he is an internationally recognized authority
on film history and owns one of the finest
collections ofold movies in the world.

BLOOD BELOW THE BORDER:
AMERICAN EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNTS
OF THE MEXICAN REVOLUTION. Gene
Z. Hanrahan, ed. (Salisbury , NC: Documentary Publications, 1982. vi + 227 pp.
$27.50)
ABAJO EL GRINGO! : ANTI-AMERICAN
SENTIMENT DURING THE MEXICAN
REVOLUTION. Gene Z. Hanrahan, ed.
(Salisbury , NC: Documentary Publications,
1982. iii+ 227 pp. $27.50)
These two books are volumes five and six
in a series of eyewitness accounts pertaining
to United States involvement in and judgment of Mexico's revolution of 1910, edited
by Gene Z. Hanrahan. Hanrahan claims
that the accounts have been ''long hidden
in secret U.S. government achives," but all,
or almost all , of them are in the well-known
· 812.00 series of U .S. consular correspondence from Mexico , microfilmed by
the U.S . National Archives, available in
most university libraries with an interest in
Mexico . This source has been combed for
years by numerous scholars trying to untangle the strands of the revolution.
Hanrahan provides only a short preface t?
each volume and there is no attempt to edn
the documents. Hence , they remain out of
context and inexplicable to the general
reader. It is not clear how Hanrahan made
his selection, nor does he describe the size
and overall content of the body of material
with which he worked . It would be unfortunate if readers formed their opinion of
the revolution from impressions gained only
through these volumes, as the sense of each
runs counter to interpretations rendered by
scholars in more balanced accounts of the
revolt.

The reports in these two books cover
events from 1912 and 1913, through most
of the tumultuous regime of Francisco
Madero , his ouster and murder in February
1913, and the early months of the presidency of the usurper, Victoriano Huerta. They
mainly include reports filed by consuls from
their Mexican posts and letters of American
businesspeople working in Mexico, who forwarded their reactions to the revolt through
official channels . Some of the material
subsequently appeared at U.S. congressional hearings into the impact of the
rebellion on our interests .
These documents, of course, do not
necessarily tell the truth. Documents are
better viewed as witnesses to events, which
need to be questioned by the investigator,
and the quality of the questions determines
the value of the response . These documents
seem to have been selected for their sensationalism (i.e. commercial appeal), and
they are fascinating on the surface and
challenging to serious students of Mexico 's
revolution . They are full of details and
point up the need for a goo.d bo?k that
describes and evaluates Amencan Involvement. Historians have picked away
peripherally at the subject in a number of
monographs, but none has yet approached
the complex topic head on.
In sum, the documents indicate that
many Americans suffered less than they
profited from the revolution, and that Mexican rebels, while they confiscated some
U.S. property and shouted obscenities at
American citizens, did not refrain from
entering into mutually-agreeable partnerships with gringos . We hope that the
Hanrahan documents, carefully considered,
will stimulate less emotional fervor and
more dedicated research into this important
aspect c! Mexico's revolution .
Paul] . Vanderwood

Paul]. Vanderwood teaches Mexican history
in San Diego State University. His most recent book is Los Rurales Mexicanos,
published in 1982.
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TRADE, TACTICS AND TERRITORY:
BRITAININTHEPACIFIC, 1783-1823 . By
Margaret Steven . (Carlton , Victoria ,
Australia: Melbourne University Press,
1983. xi + 155 pp., zllus., notes, biblio.,
index. $15. 00)
Americans rarely have inquired into the
impact of their revolution upon G~eat Britain in the years after 1783. Our history of
these early years concerns itself with our
own nation-building, the events of constitution -making, the presidency of George
Washington , and expansion into the North west Territory. Britain is regularly seen as a
powerful, hostile force, awaiting America 's
disintegration and taking advantage of our
weaknesses. Margaret Steven , in this most
interesting history of trade and expansion,
reminds the reader that the revolution
created a large national debt for Britain,
disrupted her trade, and set up the new
American nation as a competitor. Her story
generally shows how the struggle to find
new sources of supply in the Pacific led to
the settlement of New South Wales as a
base and prompted some important
changes in British imperial policies.
Though the content of the book stretches
over only 128 pages, the narrative is broken
into six good-size chapters followed by four
maps and an equal number of appendixes
which provide useful statistics on oil imports into England and on world -wide ship ping . Other than the first chapter, which
describes how William Pitt and his colleagues administered the empire, the others
discuss British strategic interests in the
Pacific area- the vast sea lanes, the Nootka
Sound, the whale fishery , the seal fishery,
and the colonization of New South Wales.
A sense of spaciousness and rivalry
dominates the story of these far-away places
as great empires vied for the lucrative spoils
of the ocean .
Because the pursuit of this trade describes
Britain 's penetration of the Pacific , the
number of ships and value of cargoes are
gauges of success. In 1793 there were
ninety-three ships in the fleet and eighteen
hundred seamen. The cargoes of thirty-six
ships in 1802 were worth £270,000. Also
important in measuring the trade would be
an account of the total imperial commerce
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in order to compare the volume of the
Pacific trade. It may be that oil would be
the important item in the total trade
because it was used for lighting , though one
should note that seal skins brought in much
revenue.
If the book has any serious weakness, it is
its length . Much remains to be explained
about trade and empire, and the scope does
not reach even to 1823. A full account of
ministries succeeding Pitt 's does not extend
much beyond Grenville 's. The description
of Pitt's, however, is beautifully done , both
penetrating and intuitive, in discussing
policy-making. Two or three men hke
Henry Dundas and William Grenville often
formulated policy . One hopes that Professor
Steven will provide a sequel to this valuable
book and consider the Pacific area in its
relation to the world -wide empire.
John A. Schutz

John Schutz is a professor of American
history at the University of Southern
Calzfornia. He is a specialist in early
American and Calzfornia history. Currently,
he is a joint editor of the Golden State
Series and of California: Spain 's Frontier
Colony (1984).

SIX YEARS ON THE WEST COAST OF
AMERICA, 1856 -1862. By Louis Rossi.

Translated, annotated and introduced by
W . Victor Wortley. (Fairfield, WA: Ye
Galleon Press, c1983. 370 pp., illus., notes,
appendixes, biblio., index. $19.95)
Why would an Italian priest write a book
in French about his sojourn in an Englishspeaking country? Father Louis Rossi, born
in 1817 to Jewish parents living in Ferrara,
had moved from Rome to Bordeaux in 1853
to help found a new house of the Passiooist
Fathers. When a controversy led to Rossi's
resignation, he offered his services to Bishop
A.M .A. Blanchet of the Washington Territory, then visiting in Brussels, and was accepted. (The latter's brother, F.N. Blanchet, a pioneer missionary in the Northwest, was by this time Archbishop of
Oregon City .) When Rossi finally returned
to Europe, it was to his adopted rather than
his native country; after serving several
parishes in Paris, he died there in 1871.
Rossi's book, Six Ans en Amerique Calzfornie et Oregon (using "Oregon" in
the old, broader sense which had already
become obsolete in 1853), was published in
both Paris and Brussels in 1863; a second
edition, with a slightly different title, appeared the following year. In 1890, Bancroft's History of the Pacific States of North
America cited it as his authority for compensation of the Catholic Church by the
State of California for loss of lands (Bancroft, 19:726, o. 78, cited here p. 236, o.
6). Now, thanks to Prof. W. Victor Wortley
of the University of Washington's Department of Romance Languages and Literature the book is available to residents of the
area' under discussion in their own
language. Wortley's translation is highly
readable, providing a welcome reassurance
that contemporary English can be colloquial
without lapsing into slang, jargon or cliche.
His notes, grouped at the end of each
chapter, not only amplify those of the
author but also provide much historical
background (some based on research in unpublished sources) and occasionally correct
the author's misinformation or misunderstanding. Each illustration is attractive and
appropriate to the book as a whole,
although not necessarily to the chapter

against whose beginning it is placed. A
"Selected Bibliography" lists books and articles published between 1858 and 1978,
plus several unpublished materials. Outline
maps of Washington and California on endpapers made it easy to locate places men tioned in the text.
Since Rossi wrote for a European audience, he described not only his missionary
labors in Washington (Puget Sound area)
and California (coastal area north of Sao
Francisco), but also the manners and
customs of the nation and of other places Canada, Jamaica, Ireland - visited eo
route. The Civil War was then raging , and
he consistently refers to the party in power
as ''the black Republicans'' - an attitude
apparently tied up with the anti-British bias
which gives his book a different flavor from
contemporary accounts by Anglo-Saxon
Protestants. He takes particular care to
describe all modes of transportation experiences, from ocean liners to journeys on
foot, and the book abounds with names of
steamships serving the West Coast at the
orne.
The portrait of the author which emerges
is that of a mao who was not only a
dedicated priest with an almost childlike acceptance of his church's teachings, but also
a wide -ranging reader with a gregarious personality and a liberal outlook on life. He
was no doubt a pleasant companion to his
fellow -travelers and he now becomes such
once again to the readers of this book .
Lawrence N . Crumb

Lawrence Crumb is reference librarian for
history, University of Oregon, and a priest
in the Episcopal Church. He holds a
master's degree in church history and is
author of Historic Preservation in the
Pacific Northwest: a Bibliography of
Sources , plus numerous articles and book
reviews in religious and library periodicals.
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PACIFIC BOOKSHELF
Concise reports on interesting publications

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
Paczfic Palisades: Where the Mountains Meet the Sea
is the history of both region and town where the Santa
Monica Mountains come down to the Pacific Ocean
(Pacific Palisades Historical Society Press , Box 1299 ,
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272. 1983. xii + 228 pp. $25).
Editor I author Betty Lou Young has utilized specialists
to write essays on the natural setting, the archaeology
and the early ranchos . The town, founded by Methodists in 1922, is the subject of Young's writing, although she does not cover the 1970s or 1980s. Well
chosen illustrations make the text come alive . Collectors of local history will find this a good addition to
their library, and those who have lived in Pacific
Palisades will enjoy sharing the author 's memories.
Many reachers and schools are encouraging students
to take an active role in learning and collecting history.
One ambitious project is under the direction of
Michael Brooks at Suva Intermediate School in Bell
Gardens , CA. After conducting oral history interviews ,
the students publish transcripts of the interviews in
English, Spanish, Korean, Chinese and Japanese.
Their editions of Long Long Ago (Long Long Ago Oral
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History Project, Suva Intermediate School, 6660 E.
Suva Sr., Bell Gardens, CA 90201) add many interesting incidents and insights to the history of the
community as wel l as teaching the students that history
can be interesting and fun. Recent editions included
interviews with a professional float designer , a
teacher's association executive and a newscaster along
with many , many others. These books should serve as
inspiration to all students and teachers of history.
The San Gabriel Mountains are among the most
photographed and most visible mountains in the country , since they rise majestically just northeast of Los
Angeles and figure in many photographs of the city.
Some years ago a history of the western half of the San
Gabriels was published. Now we have the history of
the eastern half in John W. Robinson's The San
Gabn.els II: The Mountains from Monrovia Canyon to
Lytle Creek (Big Santa Anita Historical Society, 7 No.
5th Ave ., Arcadia, CA 91006. 224 pp. No price). Well
written, well documented and well illustrated , this
volume will appeal to collectors of natural history and
of Californiana.

GUIDES TO CALIFORNIA
The foothills of the Sierra Nevada are fascinating for
their history, their geography and their people . Those
who tour the Gold Country will find Allan Masri's The
Golden Htlls of Calzfornia, Volume Two (Western
Tanager Press, 1111 Pacific Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA
95060. 1983. xiii + 131 pp. $7.95) a helpful guide to
the northern mines. Masri has included maps and
directions along with period illustrations and history.
Jeffrey P. Schaffer has rewritten his guide to
Yosemite, added new maps and photographs , and the
second , revised edition is now available: Yosemite National Park: A Natural History Guide to Yosemite and
Its Trails (Wilderness Press, 2440 Bancroft Way,
Berkeley, CA 94704 . Seconded ., 1983. xi + 274 pp.
$12.95). Schaffer describes hikes of all types and the
equipment necessary for each . A bonus is the large
four-color topographical map of the national park.
This will be a handy guide for visitors to the park,
especially for hikers and backpackers.

Less well-known is the South Fork of the Merced
River. Ralph R. Mendershausen has written a guide to
the trails and history of this area which abuts Yosemite
National Park . Explorers of the Sierra will enjoy
Treasures of the South Fork (Privately primed. Dr.
Ralph R. Mendershausen , 4675 Usona Road, Mariposa,
CA 95338. 1983. ix + 92 pp. $5.95). The emphasis is
on John R. Hire and Hire 's Cove, but Mendershausen
has included much local and natural history beyond
this. A useful book in a day pack .
Magnificent photographs by David Swanlund
enhance Redwood Country: A Guide through California's Magnificent Redwood Forests by Harriett E.
Weaver (Chronicle Books, 870 Market Street, Suite
915, San Francisco, CA 94102. 1983. 132 pp. $8.95).
Maps, photographs, history and travel directions combine to make a beautiful and useful guide, attractive
also for leisure reading.

CALIFORNIA POTPOURRI
Jacqueline Higuera McMahan includes more than
recipes in her Calzfornia Rancho Cooking (The Olive
Press, Box 194, Lake Hughes, CA 93532 . 1983. xiv +
248 pp. $14.95). The recipes are ones she learned
growing up on the family rancho in the East Bay , and
she writes also of her family, its heritage and its famous
cooks. Cooks and historians will en joy this , and
genealogists will see a new way of treating family
history.
A Treasury of the Sierra Nevada edited by Robert
Leonard Reid (Wilderness Press, 2440 Bancroft Way ,
Berkeley, CA 94704 . 1983. vii + 363 pp. $14 .95
cloth , $9 .95 paper), contains selected writings by
famous and less famous persons about the Sierra
Nevada. Reid applies categories to the selections as being by explorers, vacationers, mountaineers, etc.
Naturally writers such as John Muir are included along
with many others . It 's a wonderful collection which
will appeal to all.
For the California coastal trade, lighthouses have
been vital. In recent years many lighthouses have been
replaced by automatic lights. Frank Perry has found
the old installations a fascinating part of our national
and local history . In Lighthouse Point: Reflections on

Monterey Bay History (GBH Publishing, P.O. Box
762, Soquel, CA 95073. 1982. 93 pp. $5 .95), he not
only relates the history of the beacon on Lighthouse
Point in Santa Cruz, but he also relates that one building to the history of Monterey Bay and of the national
lighthouse system .
In October 1981 the San Diego History Research
Center sponsored a conference on the archaeology and
history of the presidio founded in San Diego in 17 69.
The proceedings of that conference have been edited
by Stephen A. Colston and published as Approaches to
Histoncal Arc,~ueology: The Case ofthe Royal Preszdio
of San Diego (San Diego History Research Center, San
Diego State University. 1982. v + 15 pp. $1.95) . The
volume will be of particular value to historical archaeologists, historians and archaeologists as a starting
point for information about the presidio.
The Livermore Valley is known for its fine wines.
The Livermore Heritage Guild is known for its local
history publications. The two come together in Janet
Newton's Stones of the Vineyards and the Winenes of
the Livermore Valley (Livermore Heritage Guild, P.O.
Box 961 , Livermore, CA 94550. 1983. ii + 39 pp.
$4.25 plus $1.50 postage). Newton has been painting
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old buildings in the valley and became interested in
their history. Over her years of gathering oral histories,
searching for documents, and painting , she collected
valuable material now available to us all, whether wine
fanciers, local historians, residents of Livermore Valley
or history buffs.
During the 1880s, noted photographer Carleton
Watkins visited the Kern County area many times ,
making hundreds of photographs of the land and its
people. Some of these impressions are now published
as A Kern County Diary: The Forgotten Photographs
of Carleton E. Watkins, 1881-1888, by Richard Steven
Street (Kern County Museum, 3801 Chester Ave.,
Bakersfield, CA 93301. 1983. 24 pp. No price). The
photographs are marvelous and the text adds to an
understanding of Watkins' work and of the country-

side.
Over the years Lirrel Starling has been collecting
stories about people who have lived in or around
Mokelumne Hill. Her most recent book is Chronicles
III of Mokelumne Hzil (Byzantine Press, 115 No. 7th,
Las Vegas, NV 89101. 1983. 65 pp. $12.00). Full of
history , anecdotes, poetry and illustrations , this is a
storehouse of information on the foothill country,
especially for collectors of local history.
Papers on Merced County Prehistory (California Archaeological Reports #21. Cultural Resource Management Unit, Department of Parks and Recreation , P.O .
Box 2390, Sacramento , CA 9581 1. 1983. 109 pp.
$5.00 plus $1.00 postage) includes three papers on ar-

chaeological work in Merced County. William H.
Olsen and Louis A. Payen discuss a prehistoric site in
Pacheco Pass. William E. Pritchard writes about three
Yokuts dwellings and W.I. Follett discusses some
aspects of a Los Banos site. While this is not typical
leisure reading , students of archaeology and Native
Americans will find it of value.
Air Force historian Raymond Oliver has put together
a nice history of the land on which McClellan Air Force
Base stands: Rancho Del Paso (Sacramento ALC Historical Study 82, Office of History , Sacramento Air
Logistics Center , McClellan Air Force Base, CA 95652 .
1983. 97 pp. No price). Oliver begins with John A.
Sutter and follows the story through to 1935 when the
large parcel of land was put together in preparation for
the air base. Appendices include maps and the absract
compiled by the title company.
An addition to our history of Jews in California is
The Stow Affair: Anti-Semitism in the Calzfornia
Legislature by Budd Westreich (Press of Arden Park,
861 Los Molinos Way , Sacramento, CA 95825. 1981.
72 pp. $12 .50). In 1855 the Speaker of the California
House of Representatives spoke against the Jewish
community and in favor of a bill closing many stores on
Sunday. His derogatory remarks about Jews began a
spate of letters and editorials in newspapers supporting
the Jewish community as good citizens. Wesrreich has
collected these editorials , letters and legislative reports
to form a short history of an anti-semitic incident in
California history.

CALIFORNIA MINING
Gold was discovered in California years before the
Marshall discovery at Sutter's Mill. The earlier dis coveries were not widely publicized or well known until
the publication in 1938 of Pre-Marshall Gold in California: Volume II (Discoveries and Near-Discoveries,
1840-1848) by Emil T.H. Bunje and James C. Kean .
Their original WP A edition has now been reprinted
(Historic California Press, 11245 Dry Creek Rd.,
Auburn, CA 95603. 1938, reprinted 1983. vii + 70
pp. $18.55). This well-documented study includes
maps , a chronology and a bibliography , adding to our

90

THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN

knowledge of early California mining.
Frank Davis grew up in California's mining country
and spent hours telling stories of his childhood years to
his children . One of them recorded the stories and has
now edited and published them, 100 Years Ago: True
Stories of Early California 's Gold Mining Days, by
Frank Davis as told to Alice Davis Williams (The Boxwood Press, 183 Ocean View Blvd. , Pacific Grove, CA
93950. 1980. xi + 51 pp . $4 .95). Davis' reminiscences
are wonderful to read and will entrance almost any
reader.

SAN FRANCISCO
For aficionados of Chinese food, here is a new guide
to foods in San Francisco's Chinatown: The Flavor of
Chinatown by Brian St . Pierre andJeenie Low (Chronicle Books, 870 Market St., San Francisco, CA 94102.
1982 . 192 pp . $5.95) . The authors provide tips on tea,
a glossary of Chinese foods and recipes in addition to
information on restaurants , Dim Sum, take out shops,
groceries and bakeries. It is a most useful guide.
Marvelous black and white photographs by Nick
Carter illustrate a most informative text by Roger Verran in The Fog and San Franctsco (Pacific Books,
Publishers, P.O. Box 558, Palo Alto, CA 94302. 1982.
128 pp. $18.95). Did you know that the amount offog
is increasing? Or that fog probably produces a general
well-being in people? You'll find the explanations and
more in this book.
The Northwestern Pacific Railroad pioneered in the
use of electric railways and cars while serving southern
Marin County. Using electric cars and ferries , commuters were able to live in Marin County and work in
San Francisco. The Golden Gate Bridge and increased
automobile usage eventually put the railroad out of
business. The history of those earlier days has been
written by Harre E. Demoro in Electn"c Ratiway

Pioneer: Commuting on The Northwestern Pacific,
1903-1941 (Interurban Press, P.O. Box 6444, Glendale, CA 91205 . 1983. viii + 127 pp . $24.95).
Fiftieth anniversaries bring commemorative books,
and the Golden Gate Bridge's anniversaries will probably bring more than their share. In 1933 construction
began, in 1937 the bridge opened, and the books are
now appearing. A beautifully illustrated history is
Superspan: The Golden Gate Bridge by Tom Horton
with color photographs by Baron Wolman (Chronicle
Books, 870 Market St. , San Francisco, CA 94102.
1983. 96 pp. $8.95). This is truly a book for lovers of
the Golden Gate .
One of San Francisco's most loved landmarks is Co it
Tower. In celebration of its fiftieth anniversary, Masha
Zakhaim Jewett has written a history and guide, Coit
Tower, San Franczsco: Its History and Art (Volcano
Press, 330 Ellis Street, San Francisco, CA 94102. 1983.
136 pp. $10.00). The distinctive part of this book is
material on the tower's art, especially the murals.
Jewett has studied the WPA artwork intensively and
the color photographs illustrate her text beautifully.
Coit Tower will appeal to students of art history and to
lovers of San Francisco.

CALIFORNIANA
Thirty years ago, Robert V. Hine wrote California's
Utopian Colonies (University of California Press,
Berkeley , CA . 195 3, reprinted with new preface in
1983. xviii + 209 pp. $20.00 cloth; $6.95 paper). A
new edition with a new preface is now available. In the
new preface , Hine discusses utopian communities of
the 1960s and 1970s and how they fit into historical
patterns . The bibliography includes a new addendum
with a list of the more important writings on utopian
communities since 1953. As always, Hine has produced
a valuable history for everyone.
Dictionary of Spamsh Place Names of the Northwest
Coast of Amenca, Volume 1: California, by Rene
Coulet du Gard (Editions des Deux Mondes, P.O. Box
56, Newark, Delaware 19711. 1983. iii + 134 pp.
$24.00 plus $2.00 postage), is a valuable reference
book . Names are listed alphabetically, and the explanations of their meaning are given along with a
county location for each place. Often a brief history of
the name or place is given.

For more than a hundred years, there have been
periodic movements to split California into more than
one state. Certainly there are distinct differences becween northern and southern California. Now we have
a history of the movement by Michael DiLeo and
Eleanor Smith , Two Californias: The Truth about the
Split-State Movement (Island Press, Star Route 1, Box
36, Covelo, CA 95428. 250 pp. $10 .95) . DiLeo and
Smith bring the story up to the defeat of the Peripheral
Canal in June 1982 and try to explain regional differences and the reasons for the movement and its failure.
The volume reads well and should be of value to many
students of California history and politics.
From Krishnamurti to Richard Nixon, from the
Bechtel family to the Mondavi family to Joaquln
Murietta, all are included in Carol Dunlap's California
People (Gibbs M. Smith, Inc., P.O. Box 667, Layton,
UT 84041. 1982. ii + 234 pp. $19 .95) . This book is
for browsing, for learning wonderful facts to drop at
appropriate moments , for fun, and for learning a bit
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more about the many people who have made California home.
Many travelers in California seek out historic homes
for visits and photographs. Daphne Reece has put
together a guide to such places for the use of all:
Histon·c Houses of California (Chronicle Books, 870
Marker Street, San Francisco, CA 94102. 1983. iii +
21 pp. $7.95 ). Arranged by regions, the book includes
pictures and brief descriptions of the houses, along
with addresses and visiting hours. National and state
historic sires are listed as well as residences that have
been converted to other uses as part of their restoration. You'll find this book a good traveling companion.
For five years the capitol of the new state of California moved around before settling permanently in
Sacramento. The history of those years is related by
June Oxford in The Capitol That Couldn't Stay Put:
The Complete Book of Calzfornia's Capitols (Smith
McKay Printing Co., 96 Santa Teresa St., San Jose , CA
95110. 1983 . ii + 98 pp. $9.95 plus $1.00 postage).
Oxford also tells of the recent restoration of the capitol

building. Well illustrated and well written, this is a
good addition to shelves of cap fornia history.

Calzfornia Patterns: A Geographical and Histon·cal
Atlas traces the changing patterns of California's
human and physical landscape over the years. Author
David Hornbeck and designer David L. Fuller have
provided excellent maps and graphs with explanatory
texts which will be useful to all students of California.
(Mayfield Publishing Company, 285 Hamilton Ave. ,
Palo Alto , CA 94301. 1983. vii + 117 pp. $10.95).
The faculty and staff of the University of California,
aided by editor Ann Foley Scheuring, have written and
illustrated a detailed, inclusive study of contemporary
California agriculture , A Guidebook to Calzfornia
Agnculture (University of California Press, Berkeley,
CA. 1983. xvi + 461 pp. · $32.50). This is a real
bargain for anyone interested in agriculture. With 63
tables plus illustrations and drawings, the Guidebook
has answers to almost any question about its subject
and will remain a landmark publication for years to
come.

CALIFORNIA INDIANS
In 1952 Edith Buckland Webb published her classic
Indian Lzfe at the Old Missions, a study of the lives of
priests, artisans and Indians during the years when the
missions were at their prime. Now reprinted with many
illustrations by her husband , the book is available to all
students of the California missions (University of
Nebraska Press, Lincoln 68588. Reprinted 1983. xxix
+ 326 pp. $35.00). Thorough research made Webb's
book the standard treatise on mission life and development and it remains so.
Amen·can Indian Education Handbook (American
Indian Education Handbook Committee, California
State Department of Education , P.O. Box 271,
Sacramento, CA 95802. 1982. vii + 87 pp. $3.50 plus
tax) has a misleading title. It is a handbook for teachers
to use in educating non-Indians about California Indians and to help teachers provide more knowledge for
California Indian children about their heritage. There
is some material on Native Americans in general but
the emphasis is on California. Of greatest value will be
the selected reference list and the chronology of
California Indian history. This will be valuable for
those in education.
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The Ohlone lived in the southern San Francisco Bay
area and south to the Monterey Peninsula along the
coast, an appropriate area for people who called
themselves "People of the West. " Their history is told
for young people in People at the Edge of the World·
The Ohlone of Central California by Betty Morrow
(Betty Morrow Bacon , 1631 Channing Way , Berkeley,
CA 94703. 1982. iv + 103 pp. $7.00 plus $1.46 tax
and postage). Nicely illustrated with a bibliography
and maps , this book will be helpful in the classroom
and for parents in educating children.

Yamino-Kwiti: A Story of Indian Life in the Los
Angeles Area, a novel for young people, it was
originally published in 1940. Donna Preble's story captured the imagination of so many readers that it has
been reprinted. Preble worked to present an authentic
picture of Indian village life and received praise from
authorities such as Alfred Kroeber for her work.
Yamino-Kwiti will be interesting reading for young
people and many will be glad that it is once again
available. (Heydey Books, P.O. Box 9145, Berkeley ,
CA 94709. 1983. 236 pp . $6.95)

SOUffiWESTERN INDIANS
One of the great contemporary Southwestern archaeologists and ethnologists is Bertha P. Dutton, who
has worked and studied in the area for half a century.
In 1975 she published a comprehensive study of the
Southwest Indians, now revised : Amencan Indians of
the Southwest (University of New Mexico Press, Albuquerque 87131. 1983. xxxii + 285 pp. $29.95 cloth,
$14.95 paper). Dutton covers the history and current
conditions of all of the tribes in the Southwest. This is
an excellent introduction to and resource on the subject.

Tales from Tiburon: An Anthology ofAdventures in
Sen/and, edited by Neil B. Carmony and David E.
Brown (Southwest Natural History Association , P.O.
Box 35141 , Phoenix, AZ 85017. 1983. ix + 146 pp.
$15.95 cloth, $9 .95 paper plus $1.00 postage), is a collection of historic accounts of Anglo-European contact
with the Seri Indians of the Gulf coast of Sonora. Included are four accounts written by members of four
expeditions , beginning in 1826 and ending in 1922 .
This is a good addition to libraries on the Borderlands,
exploration and native people.
Hopi, by Susanne and Jake Page (Harry N. Abrams ,
Inc., 110 E. 59th St., New York 10022. 1982 . 240 pp.
$50.00) , is primarily a pictorial description of contemporary Hopi life. The color photographs are magnificent. The accompanying text complements the photographs well. Aside from being an excellent coffee table
book , the documentation of Hopi life will be valuable
for future historical studies.
A conference on the history of the Zuni people was
held at Zuni Pueblo, New Mexico, in October 1982.
Out of that grew a tabloid published by the Institute of
the American West , Zuni History (Institute of the
American West, P.O. Box 656 , Sun Valley , ID 83353 .
1983. 36 pp.) which includes a number of papers given
at the conference. Among the authors are Myra Ellen
Jenkins, E. Richard Hart and Andrew Napetcha. Subjects of the essays include land use, oral history and
land commission litigation.
Between Sacred Mountains: Navajo Ston-es and
Lessons from the Land (Rock Point Books, Rock Point
Community School , Chinle, AZ 86503. 1982. vii +
288 pp. $30.00 cloth, $18.00 paper) was written by
members of the Navajo tribe and teachers to provide
ethnic education for Navajo children. Well illustrated
with black and white photographs and drawings, Between Sacred Mountains is an excellent account of
tribal history and customs for children. The school
district has completed a creative and significant project
and the Navajo should be very proud of the book. The
1984 reprinting by the University of Arizona Press is
worth noting: $35 cloth , $19.95 paper.
Leland C. Wyman has spent fifty years studying
Navajo culture with special emphasis on sand painting.

In celebration of his outstanding . contributions to the
ethnography of the Navajo, numerous friends and colleagues have produced Navajo Religion and Culture:
Selected Views. Papers in Honor ofLeland C. Wyman ,
edited by David M. Btugge and Charlotte J. Frisbie
(Museum of New Mexico Press , Santa Fe 87503. 1982.
xii + 249 pp. $14.95). The list of contributing authors
is a rollcall of contemporary scholars working in the
field of Navajo culture , including Bertha P. Dutton ,
Nancy J _Parezo, Eric Henderson, Caroline B. Olin and
John). Wood. This is really a "must" for students of
the Navajo.
Joe S. Sando of Jemez Pueblo is one of the ourstanding Indian historians and scholars today. Nee
Hemish: A History ofjemez Pueblo is his most recent
book (University of New Mexico Press, Albuquerque
87131. 1982 . xiv + 258 pp. $19.95). Sando is especially good in portraying the Jemez response to change in
the outside world - how the Spanish , Mexican and
American worlds affected the pueblo and its members.
If you haven't read Sando, this is a good place to start.
Walks Two Worlds, in addition to being a book title, was the Navajo name of Clay Walker, a boy chosen
in 1929 to learn his own tribal ways so that when he
walked in the white man's world, he would see clearly
if the Navajo could benefit from white ways. Although
Robert B. Fox wrote this book for young adults , it will
be enjoyed by all who search for a better undemanding
of the Navajo. (Sunstone Press , P.O. Box 232, Santa
Fe, New Mexico 87501. 1983. 62 pp. $6.95)
Veronica E. Velarde Tiller, a Jicarilla Apache , has
used her own birthright knowledge and her scholarly
training to present a full scale study, The jicarilla
Apache Tn'be: A History, 1846-1970 (University of
Nebraska Press, Lincoln 68588. 1983. viii + 265 pp.
$23.95). Tiller stresses the American governmentJicarilla relationship and shows how the Apache
reacted to policies or intended changes. A specific
study like this sheds light on the government-tribal
relations over the years , particularly when many such
studies can be synthesized.
Here Come the Navajo! by Ruth Underhill was first
published in 1953 for the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
Well illustrated , with several legal documents and an
excellent bibliography, this book provides an excellent
survey of Navajo history and culture. Now reprinted, it
is readily available to all students of Native American
history and culture (Treasure Chest Publications, P.O.
Box 5250, Tucson, AZ 85703. n.d. 285 pp. $12.95).
In 1927 Professor and Mrs. Carey W. Melville toured
the United States , collecting Indian artifacts along the
way . Many of the items were documented on film as
well as in the written record. Later Mrs. Melville
donated the collection and its accompanying
documenta:tion to Wesleyan University. Hopis, Tewas
and the American Road, edited by William Walker
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and Lydia L. Wyckoff (Wesleyan University , Middletown , CT. 1983 . 189 pp. $13 .95), is a series of
essays explaining and describing the Melville Collection . The collection also includes items from Plains

tribes. Several essays discuss in detail the role in Indian
culture of such people as traders, missionaries and Indian agents. This volume will be particularly valuable
for collectors.

NORlliWESTERN INDIANS
A descriptive handbook has been written by Jeff
Zucker, Kay Hummel and Bob Hogfoss: Oregon Indians: Culture, History and Current Affairs (Oregon
Historical Society, 1230 S.W. Park Ave ., Portland
97205. 1983. $15.95). The tide tells the contents
which also includes a number of maps , cham and
drawings . This will help anyone studying Oregon Indians and serve as a good resource for school libraries
and personal libraries on the West .
Dena 'ina Etnena: Tanaina Country is the ethnogeo-

graphy of lands around Cook Inlet, Alaska, where
Athabaskan-speaking people live. Authors James Kari
and Priscilla Russell Kari have included eighty maps,
several long glossaries of Dena'ina words and place
names and illustrations . Many plants and animals of
the area are described. Traditional stories about the
places, plants and animals are told . (Alaska Native
Language Center, University of Alaska, Fairbanks
99701. 1982. 109 pp. $9.00 + $1.50 for postage .)

INDIANS, GENERAL
Rayna Green has published the results of intensive
research in Native Amencan Women: A Contextual
Bibliography (Indiana University Press, Bloomington
47405. 1983. viii + 120 pp. $19.50). Her introduction
is an excellent survey of the literature and history of Indian women. The bibliography covers material from
many different sources, including film and unpublish ed works. It crosses disciplinary lines, providing a
broad scope of source material on women, rather than
solely on history or customs. This is an important starting point for the study of Native American women.
White Buffalo Woman is a sacred person to Native
Americans, the symbol of the good life, a person who
leads mankind to the true understanding of life.
Robert Boissiere , a Frenchman , fled from memories of
Nazi prison camps to America, and eventually arrived
in the Southwest. His quest for White Buffalo Woman
was finally answered in Taos. In Po Pai Mo: The Search
for White Buffalo Woman (Sunstone Press, P.O . Box
2321, Santa Fe, NM 87501. 1983. 95 pp. $6.95) he
tells the story of his quest.
Education has been used to assimilate Native
Americans, to provide them with certain skills for living, and to wipe out their birthright culture . Assimilation and the eradication of Indian culture have not
been successful, but education still remains a vital part
of the federal government 's program for Native
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Americans, and the states also play an important role.
In 1972 Estelle Fuchs and Robert ). Havighurst used
the reportS of the National Study of American Indian
Education and their own research to produce To Live
on This Earth: Amencan Indian Education (University
of New Mexico Press, Albuquerque 87131. Reprinted
1983. xxiii + 390 pp . $11.95), a study of the contemporary status of Indian education throughout the
United States. With an introduction by Margaret Connell Szasz , this major study is now easily available to
students of education and Native Americans.
For those researching the history of North American
Indians a new guide will be of great help: Guide to
Amencan Indian Resource Matenals in Great Plains
Repositon.es compiled by Joseph G. Svoboda (Center
for Great Plains Studies , University of NebraskaLincoln , Lincoln 68588. 1983. iii + 401 pp. $15 .00
plus $1.25 for postage) . Arranged by state and province, repositories from Alberta to New Mexico are included . Most of the materials listed have not been
published, such as dairies, personal papers, federal and
state government documents , photographs and private
agency reports. Newspapers and magazines are also in cluded. This is a valuable research tool.
In August 1983 the Institute of the American West
sponsored a conference on Native American history of
the last fifty years. As part of that conference, the In-

stitute published a tabloid, Indian SelfRule: Fifty
Years Under the Indian Reorganization Act (Institute
of the American West, P.O. Box 656, Sun Valley, ID
83353. 36 pp.), which contains articles by Alvin M.
Josephy, Jr., Rupert Costo, Russell Jim , David Edmunds and Robert L. Bennett among others. These articles by participants in rhe conference , presenting the
background materials for the conference, are a selfcontained collection of essays providing special insights
and information.
In 1942 Felix Cohen published his landmark Handbook of Federal Indian Law, which discusses not only
statutes and treaties applying to Native Americans, but
also the court cases interpreting them. Since then the
number of court decisions has more than quadrupled
and more legislation has been passed. An updated
1982 edition has been prepared and published by a
board of authors of editors headed by Rennard '
Stickland of the College of Law, University of Tulsa:
Felix S. Cohen 's Handbook of Federal Indian Law,
1982 Edition (Michie Bobbs-Merrill, Charlottesville,
VA 1982. xxviii + 912 pp. $80 .00). Like rhe original,
this is an essential volume for anyone studying the
American Indian in any field.
A complement to Cohen's Handbook is Vine
Deloria, Jr. , and Clifford M. Lytle's Amencan Indians,
Amen·can justice (University of Texas Press, Austin
78712. 1983. xiii + 262 pp. $19 .85 cloth, $9.95
paper). It chronicles the legal battles of Native
Americans over the centuries to guarantee and preserve
their rights. Among the subjects discussed are the
evolution of tribal governments, civil and criminal law,
and the role of Indian and white attorneys. This study
adds greatly to our understanding of Indian history.
Henry F. Dobyns is a student of Indian demography
and presents some of the most recent research in Their

Numbers Become Thinned: Native American Population Dynamics in Eastern North Amen·ca (University of
Tennessee Press, Knoxville 1983. xvii + 378 pp.
$29 .95 cloth, $14 .95 paper). Dobyns discusses not only
disease bur also changes in ecology and rhe food supply
as ways which caused decrease in the Indian popularior.
over the centuries. As a case study, he uses rhe
Timucuan-speaking groups of Florida . Without question, Dobyns sheds new light on a controversial subjeer , and his information will have an impact on
historical teaching and research.
Early Indian literature came to us in the form of oral
history and myths. The ethnologists and anthropologists collected the tales , printed them , and sometimes
analyzed them . Often the analysis became controversial -just how significant were the myths and tales' In
Reading the Fire: Essays in the Traditional Indian
Literatures of the Far West, Jarold Ramsey adds to our
understanding of myths as a form of literature comparable to that of Shakespeare or the great poets. He
analyzes , compares and contrasts , and gives the Native
American material greater significance in the process.
(University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln 68588. 1983. xxi
+ 250 pp. No price.)
Since 1937, anthropologist Edgar E. Siskin has been
studying the Washo Indians of Nevada and the effects
of peyote cultism on the tribe. His revised and updated
doctoral dissertation is now in print: Washo Shamans
and Peyotists: Religious Conflict in an Amencan In dian Tn.be (University of Utah Press, Salt Lake City
84112. 1983 xxii + 236 pp . $25.00). Traditional
shamans saw rhe peyorisrs as threats yet many Washo
found answers to modern conflicts in peyote. Siskin
deals wirh these conflicts in a scholarly yer understanding manner. From this book you will gain a deeper
understanding of rhe religious problems and conflicts
of Native Americans in today's world .

INDIAN ARTS & CRAFTS
The Indian Arts and Crafts Board was established
during the New Deal under rhe direction of John Collier nor only to help preserve aspects of Native
American culture bur also to encourage the economic
and cultural survival of the native people. A new
history of rhe Board provides us with greater
knowledge of Collier's policies and of rhe federal

government's involvement with Native Americans:
The Indian Arts and Crafts Board: An Aspect of New
Deal Indian Policy by Robert Fay Schrader (University
of New Mexico Press, Albuquerque 87131. 1983. xii +
364 pp. $19.95).
An authority on Southwestern Indian arts and crafts,
anthropologist Clara Lee Tanqer is rhe author of Indian
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Baskets of the Southwest (University of Arizona Press,
Tucson 85719 . 1983. xi + 342 pp. $39 .95). This is an
exhaustive study of the history , design, technology and
methods of basketry , discussed tribe by tribe. Collectors of Indian baskets will want to use this descriptive
aid for their collections. Others will find the book very
revealing of an aspect of Native American culture.
Bill Holm's The Box of Daylight: Northwest Coast
Indian Art (Seattle Art Museum and University of
Washington Press, Seattle 98105. 1983. xii + 147 pp.
$35.00 cloth , $19.95 paper) is the catalog of an exhibition mounted by the Seattle Art Museum. The objects
include dance costumes , silver bracelets, baskets,
eating utensils, etc. Each piece is described and illustrated in the catalog, which also includes some color
plates. This impressive volume will be a joy to collectors of Indian art as well as to students of the Northwest Coast Indians.
Elizabeth Cole Butler collects Indian artifacts from
all over North America and in every form. Mter exhibiting heJ;_~ollection in her own museum, she chose
in 1982 to donate most of it to the Philbrook Art
Center in Tulsa. The museum has cataloged and published a guide to the collection with both color and
black illustrations: As in a Vision : Masterworks of
American Indian Art by Edwin L. Wade , Carol
Haralson and Rennard Strickland (University of
Oklahoma Press, Norman 73019 . 1983. 144 pp.
$19.95). Numerous Indian songs and poems are
quoted to put the artifacts in context. This is a fine addition to libraries on Indian art.
Mimbres Pottery: Ancient Art of the American
Southwest, with essays by).). Brody, Catherine). Scott
and Steven A. LeBlanc (Hudson Hills Press, Inc. , 220
5th Ave., Suite 301 , New York , NY 10001. 128 pp.
$35 .00), was published in conjunction with an exhibition of the same title organized by the American
Federation of Arts. The photographs include not only
the 13 5 items on exhibit but also field photographs
showing the pottery in context. The scholarly essays
add immensely to the worth of this volume. Mimbres
people were one of the great pottery-producing
cultures and this volume documents their full glory.
Bill Holm, curator of Northwest Coast Indian Art at
the Burke Memorial Museum, has studied the
Kwakiutl people's art for a quarter of a century.
Among the artists/craftsmen was ChiefWillie Seaweed
(1873-1967) . When an exhibition of Seaweed's work
was on display at the Pacific Science Centre , Holm
wrote and illustrated the catalog: Smoky-Top: The Art
and Times of Willie Seaweed (Thomas Burke Memorial
Washington State Museum Monograph 3, University
of Washington Press, Seattle 98105. 1983. 184 pp.
$24.95). This volume is a tribute to the artist , his
culture, his people , and a curator with vision.
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Hopi Photographers: Hopi Images is a collection of
photographs by Hopi of Hopi pe<?ple and places (compiled by Victor Masayesva, Jr. , and Erin Younger. Sun
Tracks & University of Arizona Press, Tucson 85706.
1983 . 109 pp . $25.00) . Younger has also written a
history of photography in the Hopi villages which provides a context for the photographers and their work.
This outstanding collection demonstrates the best in
fine art and ethnic portrayals.
When asked about drypainting , most people
automatically think "sand painting." However, as
Leland C. Wyman points out in his new book,
Southwest Indian Drypainting (Published for the
School of American Research by University of New
Mexico Press, Albuquerque 87131. 1983 . xxiii + 320
pp. $55.00), many people other than the Navajo have
done drypainting with different mediums. Wyman
also discusses the sandpainting done by other Southwestern Indians. Beautifully illustrated, not only to
display beautiful sand paintings but also to illustrate
particular symbols and designs, the book should be on
the library shelves of all who study the Indians of the
American Southwest.
Another approach to sand painting appears in Nancy
). Parezo's Navajo Sandpainting: From Religious Act
to Commercial Art (University of Arizona Press, Tucson 85719. 1983 . xxii + 251 pp. $29.95). She is primarily interested in the artists and the changes they
made in their creations to make it possible for the artform to become a commercial success . Of particular
value are the lengthy bibliography, the tables on images used, and the various tables describing the artists.
Each group of native people has its special forms of
basketry which are distinguished from each other
primarily by materials and design. In many groups the
techniques are being lost. In others the older women
are preserving the techniques and designs and recording their work. Nile Thompson and Carolyn Marr have
written Craw's Shells: Artistic Basketry ofPuget Sound
(Dushuyay Publications. Distributed by University of
Washington Press , Seattle 98105. 1983. 80 pp. $9.95),
which describes the basketry skills of Native Americans
living in and around Puget Sound. The emphasis is
upon the Skokomish but all of the other tribes are included. Collectors of Indian baskets will want to add
this book to their libraries.
Marjorie M. Halpin provides us with Totem Poles:
An Illustrated Guide (University of Washington Press,
Seattle 98105. 1983 . vi + 58 pp. $8.95) as an aid to
understanding the symbolism and meaning of this
form of art. The illustrations include historic and co"ntemporary scenes along with details from totem poles
designed to demonstrate a particular point. Totem
Poles will further the education of many.

